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THE SHAKESPEARE THEATRE COMPANY PRESENTS  
THE TRIAL OF SOCRATES 

ON TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 16, 2008 
 

Case Examines the Appellate Process through the Trial of Socrates 
  

WASHINGTON, D.C. – The Shakespeare Theatre Company presents The Trial of Socrates on 

Tuesday, September 16, 2008, at Sidney Harman Hall (610 F Street NW). At the event, counsel will 

appeal the case that originally convicted Socrates of corrupting Athenian youth and preaching 

godlessness in 399 B.C.E. 

Justice Samuel Alito will preside over the appellate proceeding. The Counsel for Socrates 

includes Abbe Lowell, Esq., McDermott, Will and Emery LLP, and Abe Krash, Esq., Arnold and 

Porter LLP. Pantelis Michalopoulos, Esq., Steptoe and Johnson LLP, and Betty Jo Christian, Esq., 

Steptoe and Johnson LLP compose the Counsel for the City of Athens. The record will be limited to 

selected texts including Apology of Socrates and Crito by Plato, and Xenophon’s Memorabilia of Socrates 

and Apology of Socrates. Supplemental testimony may also be entertained due to the extraordinary 

circumstances of this appellate preceding, including the lapse of millennia. 

The Trial of Socrates is sponsored by The Doric Column—a partnership supporting Greek culture 

at the Shakespeare Theatre Company. 

 

About the Shakespeare Theatre Company  

The Shakespeare Theatre Company’s innovative approach to Shakespeare and other classic 

playwrights has earned it the reputation as the nation’s premier classical theatre company. By focusing on 

works with profound themes, complex characters and poetic language written by Shakespeare, his 

contemporaries and the playwrights he influenced, the Company’s artistic mission is unique among 

theatre companies: to provide vital, groundbreaking, thought-provoking, vibrant and eminently accessible 

theatre in a uniquely American style. The Company annually produces eight mainstage plays in its two 

downtown theatres as well as one free play each summer.  Artistic Director Michael Kahn has led the 

organization for 22 years, establishing the company as “the nation’s foremost Shakespeare company” 

(The Wall Street Journal) and “the best classical theatre in the country, bar none” (The Christian Science 

Monitor). For more information about the Shakespeare Theatre Company and its artistic and educational 

programs, visit ShakespeareTheatre.org.

 


