Classroom Connections

_ I CreatelalMice[@haracter
L,-f ¥ When[hakespeare/as[dlyloungMriterdéarning
5 hislckaft, [He Based mhany [dfhiis [characters@hd the
structureldf(Ris[Plays[dnldarlier fbrms[dfldrama,
includingMedievalCMystery [plays.[The[tharacter[bf
Aaron,[ih[Particular,[dantraceBis[Aistory [Back[ibthe
Vicelcharacters[dflarly [mhedievalldlays.Micelcharacters
were[bneldimensional Ctepresentations CofCévil. (W hile
Aaronldrchestrates(theldeath(dfchany[dther[characters
inlthelglay bdithoutlrtemorse, [Shakespeareldiso[fleshed
outlAaron[bythaking[him[Cdiynamic,CéharismaticLand
caringlaboutMissalllchild.[Ask[students b Brainstorm
ideas[for CaCplay [that CwouldCinclude ChCinodernized
version[df(d[Mice[dharacter.[Ask[students[tb[develop(d
charactersketchldfltheir[dwnMicelcharacter—including
their[2ge, (Background[@ndldostume.[\What[Would[Be
the[mhotivation[fbrMrongdoing? [Ask[students[tbchove
around [thelrbom[ahdIcreateldlvbicel@nd[ghysicality fbr
thislcharacter, [then[present(theirchoices[tbthe[dass.

§# CostumeDesign
L'f{f Onelobf(iheMirst $tepsnCproducingCaLplay Lk
- designing thed “look”] of J each character.

Shakespearelihcludesldharacters[ffom[threeMery
differentDivorldsih[his [play. CAsk[Students[Ho[deréad
Romans, [IGoths[bnd[MoorsChandCthinkChbout[Cthe
differences Cbetween[theOwvorldsCbflkach Cbf these
characters.[BowDdouldStudentsldesignthe[dostumes
for[the[Goths[@nd[Romans[ibdhowltheldifferencelih
theirsbcieties? W hat[@bout[Aaron, b/ho 3 [E@n[dutsider
in[both Cworlds? CAskCktudents[to Ckreate[[kostume
sketches[for[Aaron,[Tamoraland[Titus.[They[danlise
watercolor, [cblored[pencilldrcbllage tb showl(cblor, lihe
and[fbrm. Students[dan[Also [ihcludelskraps[dffhbric[ds
samples[iflavailable. [Askstudents[td [uistify [their[choices
with[Cevidence[fromdhe ext, CAndCdreate (& Charrative
explainingdwhat[they [l hopethed audience I will
understand[flom(their[choices.

*ﬂ IsRevengeElverOustified?
TitusCAndronicusTiorces Chudiences[(foLhsk[ihe
ﬁ question:[s[rkevengeldver[lstified? [Ask [students
tolmhake [alllikt [df[Acts [ofrbvenge i the[play. Mhen
askCthem[toournal(theirCtesponse[to[the[Chbove
question.I$[thereléver[dfimeM/henlrbvenge @ [listified
or[decessary?[Asklthe[dass[tb[discusstheirldnswers[ih
relation[tb[theldnharacters'[dctions[ih[the[Play.Did[the
charactersChaveChny[CbtherOwvayCbf tedressingCthe
wrongsldoneliblthem?[ilan [Act [dfrkvenge i3 [uistified,
whereldoQlveldrawthelne?What [k Hheldifference
betweenlévengelahdustice?

[M&eforelthepbrformance...
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*-3 SoldiersomingHome
TitusCIAndronicusCbeginsOwith Othe[JRomans
ﬁ marchingHomel[flom&lldng, [ekhaustinghdar. [Ask
studentstd[discussHow[thesbldierslahdlgenerals
initus [AdjustEbréturning@omeltb[Eldeaceful[sbciety.
Do lthey[nhakeldlshooth [ftansition?[Arelthereldlements
of[dMWvarringLdulture hat Cdontribute [(Ho [dome[df[the
misfortunes[ihfhe est[of[dhe[plot LafLihe[play? [Ask
studentstblihterview[dMeteranldrldonductlan(ihternet
searchlaboutlthelttansitionflombdar [fd [Heaceltimeland
anylchallengesfaced réturningib[clvilian Life.

20th[@enturyEbx.

Harry Cennixak[AaronEhd [AngusMacfadyenlzk
Lucius@IllieTrymor'sH99Em, 7itus.

Fi[? StagingMiolence
a Every[production[df Titus[AndronicusChustldeal
T withDdiolencelih[its[dwnday.[omelproductions
make[fheL¥iolence[Stylized, Lor [inrealistic, Bivhile
others[dortray (3 [realistically [@s[Hossible. [Ask students
to[Hivide[LupUOnto[CgroupsChndCthoose[bnelbf the
following[stenes:
Aaronlséveringitus' hand [Act3 Steneld))
TheldeathslafiChironlahd Demetrius[Act[d)[Stenel2)
Titus|dressed[ak[alcbok ahd Mamoralehting Bersbns’
flesh [ih@lplie[[Act [ Skene3)
Theldeaths[dfTavinia, [Mamora, Mitus [@nd Baturninus
(Act[B]l[Stene3)
Askldachldrouplib[Act[ds[directorsfbrlthatlsceneldnd
preparefor[Ctehearsal. CAsk[them[to[treate CaAllistCobf
potentialCbtaging hifficulties Owvith Cpossible Cholutions.
ThenOaskOthemOtoCdecidedwhatapproach Ctheir
production[willCtake kol ktage[the[Violence.[IHave
studentshdrite[dpltheir [idleas[df(How [thelsceneWill[Be
stagedland[present[theldonceptfoltheldlass.[Discuss
whatlk[éffective[dboutLéachlgroup’sldtagingLdhoices
andbny.
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[ After lthe pbrformance

_ [# Recipelfor Revenge—Titus’[@ookbook
H*f; OnelofdtheOchallengesOofUperforming  Titus
b AndronicusUis[(the Ckreation[bf[FealisticCrops—

includingheesh [pie[dt[the[énd.[AskStudents
whatltheythoughtldflthelpielihthe[ShakespeareDheatre
Company [Broduction.[W as[it[theatrically [&ffective? [How
doHtudents[think[dhe[pie Glvas [hade? [Ask [Students o
brainstormltieas[3s[thelpropsmasterdf(thelshow. How
could[dlrealistic [die Be[created? What Mrould [they brant [
toIbok[ike? [Ask[dtudents[tbdememberthattheldctors
onstagelthust[dctually[donsumethe[gie. [What[i#[dneldf
theirlactorshdas(alvegetarian? [Ask[studentstdHrainstorm
their[Solutions[@nd[then[presentthem [fb[the[dlass[3s[if
presentingthem(td theldirectorldfthe [play.

_ ' WriteMourOwn[Revenge[Mragedy
¢ ﬁ TitusCAndronicusUlisClaCprimeCexampleCofCkhe
= Elizabethanlrevengelttagedy.[Ask[studentsltb
relcéad Vengeancells[Mineltblreview theldlements
ofldlrbvengelttagedy.[ThenEkkthem kb Mrrite [their [@wn—
iflthey[dompletedC)Create[d[Wice [Character” [Beforelthe
play, lthey[chnUselthatcharacter (i their cévengetdagedy,
orreviseltheir lidleasdfter [seeingthe[Play.[After[students
haveldompleted[their[plays,[dsktheldlass[fb[do[dtaged
readingsldfldachldthers Mork.[What[dre[theldlements[df
alodernldevengeliragedy? [(Doesihis BormLdtill Chave
relevanceltbday?

PhotoBly[Angus fMcBean/Harvard TheatreTollection.

AnthonyI@uayle [dsIBaronih[Peter Brook's
production,Shakespeare MemorialTheatre, [1955.
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__ i Good[Humors
ﬂ*{; In[hakespeare’sldaylrthany[Believedthatlthe[Body
i waslrliled By fbur[elementalfllids ihat[dominated(al

person’slttmperament:[Blood, [Bhlegm, ellow [Bile
and[BlackBile.[Mhesediquids, [drBumors,bdverelUsedds[d
meansdflclassifying[pfeoplelahd(their Behavior.[ARealthy,
“normal”[gdersonouldHaveldlderfectHalance [dfdllfbur
humors, Butlah[dverabundanceldflahydne [dfthem[cbuld
causeldhangeslih[dne’s[personality.[As[3[dlass, [fesearch
theldualities[df[dach[Humor[@ndHowtheyAffect[Buman
behavior.[Ask[éach&tudent[Ho[HelectLaldharacter[from
Titus[Andronicuslanddeterminelhich[Humorldominates
his/herCpersonality, Ceiting[Lévidencedromdhedext[Ehat
supportsliheldiagnosis.

__ I Reviewl(theProduction

fﬁ ManyDvriters[And[iheatre Lénthusiasts Ldnake [dheir
I careers[By[rkviewing[theatricalldroductions.[Often,

algoodlbr[badlteview[tan[makelbr[Cbreaklh
production’slticketlrbvenue.[Ask[studentsblilaginethat
theyLareDvriting[a MeviewLof  TitusLAndronicusCatinhe
Shakespeare[Theatre[dompanyfbrlthe Washington/Host.
Or, Bbk[studentsltbrdadihe Postlcbview[andbdritelan
oplelIétter(rbspondingtbthelreview, [eitherlagreeingldr
disagreeingith [the[réviewersicbmments.[Send[students’
letters[fb[the[Shakespeare[Theatre[Company[Education
Department!

) _#ﬁ’ DoMilitary[Men[MakelGood[kaders?
L,-f ¥ AslsbonlasitusrbturnsftomltheMar, [He [ [dffered
5 theldrownl[dnd[dsked[ib[Beldmperor[df[Rome.[He
refuseslandIdefersltd[Shturninus. Why[doybuthink
Titus[efuses[the Larown? Do Ljouthink [Hhat [he Lvould
havel[Heen[@Betterléader thanShturninus? Make &Ikt [df
current[gresidents[@ndéaders[dflthe [Mnited[States,[dnd
listhdvhether [they[Bave [served[ih[the [military [dr[dot.[Ask
students [to[Hiscuss CfCthey Cthink Chnilitary CkerviceCls
importantltbldoodI¢adership.Would[studentsMotelfbr(d
candidate vith Cinilitary Céxperience Cover Loneithout?
Whatldreltheldifferentskills[decessary [fbmhanageltffoops
inbdartimel@ndIéad[d[dountry? [Ask[studentsW/hat[they
think[the[dutcomeldfthe[play lvould[have [been, had
Titus@kceptedthelcrown.



