Synopsislaof Richard | 1|

fter(@0bngLdivillivar[England Cénjoys[a[period Ldf

peacellinder [(King[(Edward [V [and Bhe¥ictorious
Yorks. [But [Mhe [ng sibunger rotherRichard, Muke
of MBloucester, Msents MEdward Vs Mower [MBhd
the [MAappiness [MHf Mhose MAround MHim. MMalicious,
powerHungry@ndbitter[dboutMislphysicalldeformity,
Richard[glots[tbskizelthelthroneBylrtkmovingldnyldnd
alllihpedimentsBetweenlimahd[thelctown.

RichardMalts[thelprocessiondccompanyingtheldasket
of(thefbrmerKing[BienryWI.[Over Menry'sLdoffin Mady
Anne[Neville,[daughter i [Awdf [Henry [V [dnd Life [df
PrincelBdward[both[dflWhom [Richard[Basthurdered),
curses[Richard.[Helmhanipulates[Ber[sb [sliccessfully that
shelagreeslid He MisBride. [Richard's[dextstep [tbchuse
theChnurderCbfChisColderCbrother[George, [Duke Cbf
Clarence—theldext[ihMihe [for[thethrone.Bylihsinuating
ClarenceLdommittedireason, [Richard [has ChisCbrother
arresteddhaving[ChlreadyChrrangedCForChimCkoCbe
murdered/hileliinprisoned).[Richard[id[dow[dositioned
tolskrvelasrkgentibKing[Bdward IV's[sbn [[hlso[damed
Edward),[the[Brince[df[(Wales, [dntillhe [domes[df[dge.
Ailing, Bdward IV [sliccumbs[tb [Mness; [ahd Richard sénds
the[PrinceLof(Wales[and[hisGyoungerbrother o [fhe
Tower—to[HetterCprotect” them.Helthen[mhoveslagainst
theCtourtChoblemenOvho Chreoyal(to[the[Princes;
Vaughan, Rivers, [Hastings@nd[Greyldrelitnprisoned(and
laterCéxecuted.[RichardCalso[has[the [boys' Cinaternal
relatives—the Cpowerful CkinsmenLof (Edward [V'sDvife,
Queenl[Hizabeth—arrestedlahdlekecuted.

With[d QueenO Elizabethd and] thed princes] now
unprotected, [Richard[MasBis[PJolitical[dllies, [Particularly
Lord[Buckingham, [dampaign[tb[Rave[Richardldrowned
king.[After[d[dlever[planting[dflihsinuations[degarding
thelllegitimacy [df[Bdward0V/[dndBis[dhildren, [Richard
ascendsltdthelthrone @k Richard M. By [this fime, Richard
haslalienatedlelven Hisldwnohother, dholclirsesHim 2k &l
bloodyfyrant.[Recognizinglthe[deed[tb HolsterHis[claim
toltheldrown, [Richard [Sends[d[turdererib[dispose[df
thelgrinces.[Buckingham, luntilldow Richard's[staunchest
ally,langered &t [the nhurders[afthe [Hvo ybungBoysahd
at[Richard'sfalseldealingsidith[Him, [flees. Whenltlimors
beginltbldrculatel@boutdlchallengeriblthelthrone/ho
isldatheringlfdrces[ih [France, [doblemen defect(ihdroves
togoinThim.[Theldhallenger s OHenry[(Tudor, (EarlCof
RichmondalldescendantOoftheCLancaster Clfamily
assertingislawn dght kb the fhrone.

RichardHasHis Wife, [@Queen[Anne, [mhurdered, sbthat[He
canlgursueldlmharriageithyloungBlizabeth, [daughter
of rmer IQueen@izabeth [AhdIdead King Edward V.
ThoughHlizabeth[3[Richard's[diece, [the[dllianceld/ould
secure[Hisldaimltd thefhrone.
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QueenlElizabethCImanages[ ko [forestallCRichard Cland
secretlylalrangeslahllianceMith[Richmond.

Inldnel(finallclithless[dct, [Richard [dapturesBisEbrmer(dlly
Buckingham[dn[HisMay[tb[bin M/ithMudor’'sdrmiesldnd
hasHim[Beheaded.[Bormer[dllies[@ave[dlltLirneddgainst
Richard[tb[binFbrcesMith Richmondbd/ho Hasdnded[ith
Englandl@nd@[tharchinglihlandib[daim[theldrown.[On
theléveldfltheHattle, [Hoththen[dre Msited [ih[dreams[By
theldhosts[dfdllthoselWhom[Richard[Bas[slaughtered,
returningoLdondemn[RichardCdnd o LheartenHenry
Tudor.Tudor'sfbrcesldefeatRichard’s[@rmy[dtthe[Battle
of[Bosworth[Hield. Henry[Tudor[slays[Richardlexclaiming,
“TheHloodyldogidldead”[[V.v.ii).[Acceptingthe [drown 3k
HenryMIl, [BelrharriesBlizabeth [df Mork, [thus[dniting[the
white[rose(thedYorkists) and CtheOred Crose L[ the
Lancastrians).[This[§[thefbunding[dftheTudorineldf
kingslahdlithelehd[dfithe Wars[afthe [Roses. E
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Rewriting History

“Richard, lthelthird(sbn, ldfiwhombideldowlehtreat,
was Jllitle [BFT’Eature, ([T féatured BTN bs,
crooklblacked, Ais[léft shouldermhuchBligherlthan
hisleight, [Rard Bavouredldfidsage ]
Helwasmalicious, \rathful lehviousahd fiom
aforelBiis BirthleVerlforward.”

—SirMhomasMore’s TheHistorylaf

[IKing[RichardltheThirde, [II543.

hakespeare il rote [Eeveral M orks [MHhat

dramatizelslgnificant [8vents[ih[English History.

This[typeldfldiay,[driginally [dalled [ACthronicle

play”CandUhowtalled CalThistory Cplay,” Dvas
popularih[BlizabethanIBngland.[§hakespeare
intended or (fhese [plays o [(Mhe[Mgood[Miheatre—
condensingMind implifyingI&vents, ignoring
chronologylandlalteringlcharacters’[Actions[ahdlages
toltklldldompelling[story.[lh Richard[ll,[Shakespeare
alsollihtended b MW rite TAlllay b Idlorify [fheMudor
dynasty,[ak[QueenHizabeth’s[grandfatherbidasHenry
Tudor, [Barlldf[Richmond, thelconqueror(al [ihe [ehd [df
thelplay.[By[portraying[Richard[ds[AHhunch Backed
villain[dAnd dRichmond [&s [AINaliant [ikscuer,
ShakespeareDMalidated[Queen(EBlizabeth's[keign,[dnd
alsolcreateddlfictionalized[dictureldf[AistorythatHas
remained throughthelnhodernlday. [bokingBack At
Shakespeare’sistorical [Eburces, e [dhn [dee [How
history[thas[beenQvritten, Ctevised Candictionalized
throughoutlthelages.

Shakespeare’slohain[sburcelfbrtheHistoricallevents[ith
Richardllivas ThelThronicles[df[Bngland, [Scotland
andlldelandByRaphaelHolinshed.[Publishedih[11587,
Holinshed's ChroniclesLdontainedthaps[dflEngland,
Scotland[and@teland[@ndtheHistory[dfldachlrkgion,
recorded [ffom[grehistoriclégends[throughlthed6th
century.[Much[dffHolinshed's[ihformation[camelftom
previous[Ristorians, [ihcluding[Bolydore Wergil. .When
HenryMudor©as(crownedKing[Benry MiIih (1485, He
commissioned[Rolydore [Wergil (o Dvrite [3 [History [of
thelEnglishCdnonarchy.[Ohelbook, AnglicalHistoria,
wasoheanttd kéaffirmBHenryMil's[daim kb thethrone.
[t[Mlortrayed MMenry [MBolingbroke’s [lisurpation [HHf

Richards[ctown[akthelsburcefbribarringlahdIstrife,
and[dlaimed [that[the[destoration [df[peacedesulted
fromenryILidor’s [MHise [ [Mower. [Mhe [Mistory
perpetuated[dther[dumorsike[Richard [0I'sCphysical
deformity.

Shakespeare[dlso[fbundlihspiration[forltheldharacter

deformity, [MAteating MRMhonstrous M icture [IHf
althurderer(that[Shakespearelthenlsblidified [ihto
theldelicious Millain[hat [Richard [EIthought Idif
today.

Shakespeare’sldepictiondf[Richard vas[dot[dnly
aesthetic[But[@lsoldolitical. When Richard Il
debuted ihthelearly11590s, [@QueenHizabeth as
morelthandD fkars[dld[Fhd[Had dbIdhildren, [#hd
therefore[Ito [Heir (b Tthe [fhrone. MHistory [Hbld
Elizabethans[ihat[fhisCdould CdauseHerrible Livil
wars, [3k [dival brds [dhadeldlaims [ Mihe dihrone
after[(2he[Heath Lof(#he[nonarch.CShakespeare,
writing[and[performingdinder thefavor[dflthe
Queen, [created[@lplay that kept[Publicldpinion[ith
supportififftbntinuing e [Mudor MBhonarchy.
Richardl3IsoBaddLharningdbrldnyonellvho
consideredakingdhe Ldrownromdhe Tudors
after [MHAizabeth’s[Mileath: Mlisurpation [MRIIHI
dangerous,lahd[ditimatelyldeadly, Blusiness.

Shakespearelldrafted [His IHlay [ind [theltitle
character[sbell[iid[aftennhistakenly[cbnsidered
allfctual Iflortrayal [difffleople [ahd B ents. [His

accountlaf[history[has[ledfolLdontinualldebate
around the[Xillainy”[df[RBichard.[Did Heldrder [the
execution[df[Ais[BrothertheDukeldf[dlarence?
Was[Richardl[directlylresponsible[fbrthe[Mdeaths
ofltheldrinces[ih[ihe Mower[dfMondon? [How, [if
at[all, Was [Richard dfhysically ddeformed?
Shakespearelthadeldhoicesvriting[his[Portrayal
of[Richard[@nd[fhelfinalGjears[of(the[Wars [of
the[lRoses,[penninglaldharacterdudiences
loveltb[Hate.[Throughlthelcreative lthanipulation
of[English Mistory,Shakespearelcreated[almirror”
for[Hlizabethans[tblrevisittheir[dastih light [dflids
contemporarylr¢levance. E
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The Language of Richard 111

AslﬁllﬂudentlﬁtﬁtratfordrammarlSthool,lSzbung
WilliamShakespeare[léarned [Howl(iblrkad [@ndldrite
throughltheldrtldf rhetoric. An[Ancientldpproachltb
communicationldating[Backfb[thel[Greeks, [dhetoric
was [y le M MR riting (Hhat [flaced [Hhe [Hame
importanceldn[Both whatlaslshidlAnd howlithwas
said, [divingldqualdreighttb [dontent@ndEbrm. hHis
firsttdhreelplays,ldnhe Henry[Widrilogy, Shakespeare
wrote[BImost [Ehtirely [Rithin [Tihe [Hirict [MHles I
rhetoric,[dommunicating[dldear [story [df(the [Wars[df
theRoses, [Buthdithoutldreating[@ny [fruly[driginal [dr
welllcbundedcharacterCddevelopment.(IWhenChe
wrote Richardlllll MHowever, [BhakespearellBlegan
surpassingltheldules[dflrhetoric[ByllingBishdriting
withiinagerythat Mfonveyed Mithe[ihdividual
experiencesldflehchlcharacter.

Written [Barly [h [MBhakespeare’s [Mareer &round
159203), Richard MK rittenBImost [éntirely i
regular verse, withoutlthe prose and[Brokenllerse
seenlih[his[hter[plays.[Wnlikeldhelearlier Henry[W]
Parts[1,[2 and 3 [theldharacterslih Richard[lldften
speakldirectlytbthelaudiencelahdluselAnguagelthat
conveys[Miheir Mhdividual MExperiences, MEhowing
Shakespeare’slgrowthakaldriter. [Atfthe [Beginning [of
thelplay, [Richard[dommunicates[throughliraditional
rhetoric.Shakespeareldses(thelrepetition[dflthelshme
words at the Beginningldflehchlihe tb ldgicallysétup
for[the[dudiencel[Richard's[bitter [description[df(the
world[thathle[despises:

Nowl[Ere[@durBrowsDoundkithQlictorioushreaths;
OurbruiséddarmsdhungdupO forCdmonuments;
OurlkternCalarumsCOchangedCtoCmerryCimeetings,
Ourldreadfullmharchesltddelightful [mheasures.

Li.4

Shakespeareldisoldses[diear antitheses,[drldpposites,
tolshowltheldifferenceBetweenlthe fimeldfidarldnd
the(dime[bf(peacei.e.[T'dreadfullCimarches”Cland
“delightful[heasures”). A [MHw [Mlerse(hes MBter,
however, [MRBichard [Mibcuses [N [MHimself, MRihd [His
language[Ehifts, [flushing [eyond[hestructurelahd
formality Il [Waditional ldhetoric, MEbmmunicating [dl
clear [EelfHatredMHhrough [Hhe [Megative MRhysical
images[dofbimself.

THE TRAGEDY OF
KingRichard che ghird. s

' {".Dm.:.iuin%._ % :
His treacherous Plots :ng:m[l_u_; E-.-m:he:u L..Iiu'en::.l
the pmicmil murther of his iunocenr 1::.1'[ 1::.» :s{;
his eyrannicall viorpation & with the w;u: ;:'..nu: 2

of ks decefted Jife; and mofk delerued death,

sise Asithathbeene latelpActed by dhe

Right honotfable the Lord Ghambees. %
: laine his feruants. * !

AT LONDON
" Princed by Valentine5ims , for Andrew Wik,
g . : :
dwelling in Paules Chuch-yard atihe
5 Signe of the Angell.
1597
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|, Thatam [clirtail'd [dflthisfair[Proportion,
Cheated[dflféatureBydissembling[dature,
Deformed, [dnfinish’d, kéntBeforebhyfime
Into[thisBreathingorld, starce Ralflnhadeup,
And(thatlsb@melyahd tinfashionable
ThatldogsBark[at [nhe @k [halt By fhem
Li.182B

This[Hlso [4&ts [Mlip [Hhe [MBhimal Mhagery [Hhat [Rill
continuellthroughihe[lglay. [Richardldjives I [Hhe

Rhetoric—thelartldfldnguagelcbmposition; the study dfidriting[dr kpeaking
Verse—textritteniith Eloheter [drchythm
Prose—text,[speechdrMritingMithoutoheter[dr chythm
Antithesis—wordsldr[phrasesithdppositetheaningBalanced2gainstlebhchidther
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imageldfldogsBarkinglakhisldeformedBodyals
heimps[by;[fhroughouthelplay, (language
referring [ [Richard [ME[Hich LWith [hages [dif
grotesqueBeasts.Ih[dct[], [skene3, Mady[Anne
refersltbRichardaks[@lhedgehog,” [and it At [T
sceneB[QueenMargaretlchils HimApoisonous
bunchback'dtdad”[ahd[doeslanltd chll[Himah
“elvishlnhark’d, (Abortive, [dooting[hog.” [Th[fact,
severallcharacterstéferfd Richard[ak[theHoar”
becauselhisLdoat[ofLarmsDivas[dDivhite (boar
with[dolden[tLsks.Theldontinualdeferencelib
beasts[ld[ihtended[ibMluminateRichard's[ttue
nature.

Richard's[Mibul [MMieeds [MBVentually Mnleash
nightmaresthat[deturnfoMaunthim, [dursing
himDQith[Helfldoubt[3andfear.[Ih[dhightmare
thelévening[before [his[final(Battle, Lghosts[df
those[Richard [Bas[Hilled [dome [Back o [haunt
him.nmediately fbllowingtheldream, [Richard
awakes [and[axpresses[@is[dewfound[sklf[doubt
inlthelthost[HrokenI#nd dlinconventional
languageldfltheldlay.[Still[dartially [cblying[dn(d
rhetoricallHeviceBy[rkpeatingthe sbmeldord
at[theldnd[dflseverallines,[Shakespeareldrives
Richardfbward [Allflowerfulldéalization [y
repeatingCinyself:

Libraryldfldongress
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Whatldo[Féar? Myself?[There’'s[donelelse Hy.

RichardIdvesRichard, fhatlis, [TRin [

Isltherelalmhurdererere?No. Yes, [lEm.

Then[fly. What, flom mhyself? [Greatréason/hy—

Lest[fevenge. What, mhyself lipon[ohyself?

Alack, Mdvelnhyself.(Wherefore? [Eorlahylgood

That[hhyselfHaveldonelnto [ohyself?

O, [Do![Alas, ratherRatehyself

ForQatefulldeedscbmmitted By nhyself!
Viii.182[190

Thelshort,[Hrokenlskntenceslihthisldassage
convey[the[fWists[And[tlLirns[dfRichard’schind s
helftruggles ith Mis [AwnIguilt. B/ith His Eamous
last[line, [(FA [horse,[a[horse! (My[kingdomfor[a
horsel”[Richard[@imostldchoes(thel[firstlihe[df[His
dream[khelThight[Cbefore, [1'Give[dme[Clanother
horsel,”CprovidingChudiencesUinsight[thatChe’s
both[Haunted[adnd[changed By Hisldream. By the
end[dfltheHattle, [@Andthelflay, Richard’s
selfldoubtlandbathinglkad o [his[defeatLand
death.

In Richardl] Shakespeare[fllaysWith[ihelrliles
ofMHhetoric [ [cteate [MHhiis [ st [MHLIly Healized
characters, [itilizing [Hhe [MHhost [MEbmpelling

imagery[thusfar i Hislchreer. E
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Shakespeare’s\illains

Andltherefore, sincellthnnotlprovelalldver
Tolehtertainlthese [fairelllspokenldays,
Il@am[determinedI(td[prove @llain
And[Hatelthelidle[pleasureslaflthesedays.
(MM Richard(l, 1.i.283

lanMcKellan B Richard M e P95 Emdrected By Rlchard
Loncraine.

Thell’ﬂ:llIﬂtleIEfISI’lakespeare’sﬁlayE ThelIragedy
oflRichard[ll.(Traditionally, [d[tragedyli[defined [3s
theldtory[df[d[hoble thero broughtHo [duin by [
tragic[flaw.[@Mheldrotagonistldf Richard!ll,[However,
is[throughahd through [&Millain. [Richard [Has [ho
noble[Mualities Mib [Tihak e [Him [R[MHero [y [Ty
standard, [@ndBistlin [{0drellldeserved. But[despite
hislWvickedness, [Richardhas[dontinued [fo[delight
andlénthrallldudiencesfbr[fburldenturies.[Bvenlih
Richard[ll, oneldflShakespeare’sldarliest[dlays, [Helid
ablelib[dreate[d[{LillBodied MMillain, Ehoroughly Ldvil
butlalsolthoroughlyiuman.

Writing[@lPlayith [AQillain[Es the [hain[dharacter
was[dot[Shakespeare’slihnovation.Mheldevice\/as
commonldnlihelBlizabethan[stage[dnd[Had[Been
madefopular By I8ne8f[M¥hakespeare’s

contemporaries,[Christopher[Marlowe, [ih[Ris[glays
ThellbwldflMalta (1589),[@bout@Iewishtherchant
bentldnldevenge,[dnd Tamburiaine (1587),Lvhich
follows[the[ictoriesCbfChCmercilessLtonqueror.
ShakespeareldouldMardlyignoreldlttendthathWas
popular [din{the [dage [t [he [fime. [Mhe [History [df
villainous [dharactersIdhnI3lso [He[faced [Hack [Hb

Aquarius@brary/United [Artists.
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Medieval[Mystery[Hlays;[developedih[5th(ckntury
England,(theselplays[lisedallegoricalCtharacters
and[simplelplots[ibteach@udiences@lspecificlohoral
lesson.[CharactersC3uchCas[Knowledge, [$trength
and[Good[DMeedsouldlsharetheldtageWith[the
Devil, [(Death[ChndWVice.[Often,[the[twolfroups
would[DBattle [for [(possession[df[d[han’s[Soul.[The
symbolic[dharactershdere[dot[mheanttbHeldeople;
ratherltheyMerelghysicallcepresentations[df
differentMirtues[dnd[Sins. [Theldharacters[@nd[glot
wereldonstructed Mery[simply [sb[that [the [ésson [df
the[lfllay W ould [He MMear [ [MHhe MBludience. [Hvil
charactershivould[Maveldomic[dcenes[foéntertain
thelaludiencelak Mell.

Shakespeare[vould[tertainly[have [$eenCiorality
plays it sbmefdrmlak[He asgrowingup, @ndthey
wouldhavednlihfluenceLon[hisThterDlvork.[The
characterldfMicelih[darticular[id [Evoked[ith [sbmeldf
Shakespeare’shillains, [dspecially those ke [Richard
1, WWho[dEhemellib [Bring [About [the ldownfall Idif
othersithoutlcémorse.Richard [ astheldarliest
ofBhakespeare’shliceldharacters, Livholihclude
AaronltheMoorlih Titus/Andronicus (1593), lago[ith
Othello (1604),[Alaudiuslih Hamlet (1601)E@nd[the
MacbethsUin Macbeth (1605).0nC¢reating[these
characters,[However,Shakespearelthoves[far
beyondltheldneldimensionallfice [dharacter[dflthe
MedievalMWystery[Blays,[AndldvenBeyond[thelléss
sophisticated MilainIdharacters[diiAls [dbntemporaries.
ShakespeareltreatesillainsCWwho Care Chorrifically
evil, [But[3t[the [damefimeldharmingly (fascinating
andeven[T $ympathetically Chuman—thelkind[Cbf
characters[that[3ctors[bveltb[playldnd[dudiences
loveltbMatch.

Richardlid[algreatlexampledflthis [kind [dfcharacter.
He[Begins [ihe [flay [Ty MHirectly [[Bddressing e
audiencelibldeclare[RisLVickedlihtentions. Plots
havellhid,”[Reldays,[sharing[Bis[<decretlschemes.[Ih
thisQivay, [Richardhvites[Ahe[dudiencedolvatch
withthorbid[fhscination[@sldverythingfhlls[Ldut3ds
helRas[planned.[Richard[deverliks[tbfhe[@udience,
andltherefore theyféellak thoughltheyare[n[dn”



hislskcretsldnd(dlans.Ih@ddition, Richard[i3
capableldfldhowinglhanydifferentfhces.[Heli}
undoubtedly[¢harming—iniheirstCew&cenes
theldudienceMatchesHim[dlot[Alarence’s[death,
and[thenlimmediately[dhange[fhces[dnd[3ssure
his[Brother[that[BelWilllrklease[@imfrom[Prison.
Then[the[dudiencellvatches[himhivooldndLvin
Lady[Anne, [despite the [ActthatHeHasbhurdered
herfather@nd@usband.Helthenlhstantly
rejoicesihthe[Ehct that He Will [Hispose [df [THer
shortly.[Richard[directlyldddresses[the[dudience,
sharinghisObys[And[Anger.[The[3udiencelday
beorrified By Richard’s[actions, Huttheyldelight
inMatching@imhanipulatelthoselaround him.

Shakespeareldreates[Richard ith[a Ldlegree Lof
humanity.[BecauselHelchnnotCprovealldver”@nd
enjoy [fhedimeldf[peacelduelfo [hisLdeformity,
Richard[decides[that[HeMillCproveldhdillain“[@nd
seek[dower [fbr Himself. h this M/ay, [Shakespeare
gives[[Richard[&lohotivationfbr [is Millainy. [Mnlike
thelfypicallMedievalMiceldharacters, [Richard[i3[d
believable[dldharacter,[hotMld[personification Lof
evil.[Richard [hay [Bbe[fhe[ditimatedrch Millain.
HeB3[EIsoldldredible, threeldimensionall@uman
beinghdvho,[Becauseldf[Ris[deformity, Thshes[dut
atlthelorld.

InMisUater[dlays, Mhakespeareldontinued[tb
create[ tharming[Chnd[CdeeplyChumanillains.
Theseldharacters[IdiftenBlddress[ihe[Blidience
directly,[Dike[Richard, [dharingLandLdielighting[ih
theirlsins.[AarontheMoor, [t Titus[Andronicus,id
anotherho [plotstheldownfallldflelvery Idhajor
character(ihthelplay.While[Aaron[dever[siates 12l
motivefbrHishdllainy, [Besides[theldelightHeldets
fromldausingoe, [HeBxhibits Ilhoments[Idf
humanitylivhen[Belthust[protect[Ris[illegitimate
infantftom mhurder, showing[dflercefamily lbve.
In Othello, Bhakespearelcreateshd/hathany
considerlisCdreatest¥illain, Dhgo.[Ihgo Ldleverly
orchestrates[theldestructionldflthosewhotrust
him[theltost, [OthellolAnd[Desdemona.Stating
histhotivation[only[dsfealousy [([helvas[passed
overlfbr@[@romotion@ndsuspectslthatBisLWife
hasBeendnfaithfullith[Dthello),Thgoldchieves
hisldastardly@mbitions[dotIthrough Idirect
violence,[but[throughCdeception, CtelishingChis
ability [t [mhanipulatefhose @round Him.

InSomeldf[hishter[Plays, Shakespeare’s Millains
beginlibshow[dnother[Humanlduality—remorse.
In Hamlet, ClaudiusCdegretsChisCdrimelhalfway
throughOhelplayhndCpraysorMorgiveness
forthelthurder[dfKing[Hlamlet.[h Macbeth, the
main(characters[do[dot(piotfdomthelleginning
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toldverthrowlthelKingldnd[dommitchurder;
MacbethldndDadyMacbethmherely[Become
victimsLof(fate[Cand[dheirLdwnLambition.[(While
LadyMacbethskemslibHelthelstrongerhdice
character[3tlthe[BeginningLoflihelplay, [irging
MacbethliblthurdertheMinghlhen[Ae[Resitates
toldo[sb,[@venshelchnnotldndureltheBurdenldf
guiltlandldoeslmhad By thelenddftheldiay.
Shakespeare’s@terhdllains [&re [léss [IBvil [fhan
misguided, showinglaldeeperldomplexity [df
characterChndtendency[TowardCkelflcéflection
thatShakespeareldevelopedEter it Hishriting.

As[Shakespeare’s(firstiillain, [Bichard [l [dontinues
toldelight[And [Horrify lAudiences [With [[His

machinations.[CActors[love[do[play[fheldole,Cas
Richard [l[Blways[Mthanging, Mihprovising [Eihd
usingisldharm(ibldet[dhead.1t [t [ho Ldvonder
that Richard [Tk 3tillCdbne Cbf[Shakespeare’s

most[popularlplays. E
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TQuestion & Answer: The Wars of the Roses

WhatWerethe Wars(dfithe Roses?
{...- The[Wars[dflthe[Roses ereldlskriesdfldvilldrarsEbughtldverdontrolldfthe l[drownlih [Bngland

fGED)‘) - from[1455[tb[1487[d.E.[HetweenltheHouses[dfllancasterldndMork,[HvoBranches[dflthelrbyal
‘w Plantagenetfmily.[Bothfamiliesereldescended ftomsbns[dfKing [Bdwardl—Johnldf[Gaunt,
Dukeldfllancaster,[And[BEdmund, [DukeldfY¥ork.[The[houses[Both [dlaimed[theirldight[fo[the
- throne[Based[dnltheirldirectldescendencyfrom[theselfvoldons;[dnBothsides, [theldesire [fbr
- ? powerldnd[disputes(dverlthelgroperldrderldflsliccessionédtb[dutbreaks[dfiiolenceldscllers
"\%‘ werelusurped [@ndKiled.Historiansidamed thelcbnflictsfhe[Wars[dflthe [Roses” [Because, [during
theldars, theMorkists[Used[al/hiterbselds [their [Hadgeland[the [bncastrians[Used [@lréd kbse. [At
thelehd[dflthear, ihe hictorious Mudorfmily [cteatedah [Emblem[dflalsingle kbse ith Bothréd
andbd/hitelpetals, [symbolizing the [dnion[dfthefvo [Houses[andaldewtimeldfideace. th Richard

1l Shakespeareldramatizeslihe \erylehd|dflthe [sérieslafidars @hd Ethediumph dfiBenry Mudor.

InMedieval([England, WhatWere(thelrulesdfsuccession?

In[Bngland, ingserelselected Based[dn@[Holiticalldnd[rkligious[donceptldalled the [Divine [Right [df[ings. [Divine
RightMasBasedldnlthelpremiselthatthe [chonarchaslahointed, [drichosen(tblrlile, By [God.[There Mrere [strict [rliles [df
successionthatlehsured(thatdnly lhembers[dfltheking’s kbyal[Hloodline lcbuld [Hecomeiheldext [mhonarch, [sb that the
countryMrould[cbntinueltbBelrhiledBy[Godldiven[duthority. Whenldlkingdied, [the [drown[dassed [t [is[eldest [sbn. If
hisleldestlsbnldiedahdbad [bo[children, Ehelctownlplassed kb [the King'sdext[didestsbn, [@hd b [an Ehroughlthe sbns. [H
thelkingHad[dolchildren, [the l[drownould[doltb His[didest[Hrother. Hlthe didest[Hrotherdied [And[Had[dochildren,
thelcdrownldassed[tblthelking's[dext[dldestHrother, [@ndsb[dn.[Theldrderldflsliccession[stretchedfarHeyondI[siblings
andldhildreniblduaranteeldnlUndisputedBeir[tbthelthrone, [dvenlifltheKing's[dntire iinmediate fhmily [died [Before
him.[AccordingltdDivine[Right, [ahy Gttempt b rémovelalproper thonarchflomthelthrone Masah At Egainst[God.

Ifthere Werelsuchstrictlriiles(about(sliccession[df Kings, WhyWerethere disputesldverthecrown?

IndI5thcenturyBngland, theKing[Held [@most[dllthe[dolitical [Hower [dflthe [dountry.[However, [theldolitical [structure
was[dotladn[@bsolutelthonarchy.Ih12 15[A.E. [Aldocumentl(chliled the[MagnalQartallimited the [dowers[dflthe king[and
ledibthelcteationdfPhrliament, theEnglish [égislative Hody. ThelkingMas réquiredtdcbnsult Mith [ParliamentBefore
makinglinportantldecisions—mostly[rhisingthxes—which [duaranteed[dobles(dnd Iandowners(dlshy [ih [Awmaking. [Ih
addition, thelkingrkquired(the [sLipport[dflthese[dobles[tb[rhaintain [HistLile[dver [the [dountry.[At this[fime, [Bngland
operated [uUnder[féudalism, [@lpolitical/economicsystemid M/hich[AndlawningMobles@lowed farmers[td e [ahd rork
onltheir[propertylih[dxchangefbrtheir[pledge[dfIbyalty[ihfimes[dfldrmed[donflict. (FltheMing [hade [dnpopular
decisionsldriashiewed akicompetent By HisMealthier slibjects, lthe [HoblesMereablelto [chil lup [@rmiesahd threaten
himMithlan[dprising.[DuringtheWars[dfftheRoses, [disputes[slirroundinglthelproperldrder(dflsiiccessionlédfbears
ofrébellion, [k [Mobles(raised [armies@nd Med fbr[fower Mhenldissatisfied ith Kingly [clile. WWhen [alcbnqueror Ebok ihe
crown,Melfbokldteps[ibénsurelthatMeldvashliewed[ds[thelproperRing[dccordingib [Divine [Right—which[dften
involved Kllinglahyonelelse MholHad [alcdaim Ebthelthrone.

Howl(didtheldisputeldver(succession(begin(ihtheWars(dfithe Roses?

TheldonflictlBeganwith[theldeath[df[Ring[Bdward i h[1377 [AE.[Hdwardli [dutlived is[dldest [don—also[damed
Edward[andlchlled[theBlack[BErince—who,dccordingib[Divine[Right,[should[Havelslicceeded [Bdwardll. (MheBlack
Prince@ad[dlsbn, [Richard, bi/hoLdvas[the [Aext[ih Hine[fbr[the [drown.[Blowever, [Richard bdvas[Anly (10 Lears[dld; [And
Edwardi[BadivoldtherOiving[sbns, [the [Dukes [dflancaster[dnd Mork, L/ho Both [Believed [thattheysould chake
better[chndidatesthanltheir[dephew, theybungRichard.[UponKingEdwardIll's[death, [is[Qrivy [cbuncil ([his [Advisory
groupldfiealthy,[dowerfullldrds) [decided [thatthe [Hoy [should Be [drowned King[Richard [and His[Uncles should [t
aslrcégents, [dr[drimaryladvisors, [until the Boy lchmeldflage. Mhe[Dukes[dfYbrklahd Lhncaster[accepted theldecision, [Hut
used[their[Jower [fb[mhaintainltbgentstatus Welllihto [Richardl's[Adulthood. Ih[His[30s, King [Richard Mfinally [Began
ruling[BnglanddnHis[dwn, ButBe[drovedd@nliheffective lchler [And[fhiled tb[EAppease thelftequently [feuding [English
lords.[BventuallylevenRichard Il's[dwnlprivylcbuncilthoughtHeas@Bad King. [Theldegative l[dpinions[dftheking léd
theHouseslafThncasterlahd YorkltbIcbnsider(aksertingtheir dghttd fhethrone.

ThelDukeldfThncaster'sleldestsbn, HenryBolingbroke, [daimed [that[He [Had nhoreldfalright [fb [He [king than[Richard Il
asldldescendent[dfltheldidestsurviving[sbn[df[Bdwardll. 0h (1399, Miith [the [sLipport[dfftiends[@nd[doblemenlangry
with[Richard'sltlile, Bolingbrokeldemanded that Richard lirénouncethe lthroneldndldrowned HimselfKing Henry IV.
Finally, [HelthrewRichard llihto fail, L/here [the fbrmerking[died M/ith [do [Heirs.[Bngland M/as [dowdnder Mancastrian
rule, [Butlwvith [d Ihonarchhany [felt[had Lliolated [Divine [Right.[[Khakespeareldramatizes[(theseldvents[ih[the[play
Richardlll])
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HowIbng(didthelancasterfamily(rule England?

DespitelthelcbntroversysurroundingKing[Henry IV s[rise kb [power, Helcliled [fbr[14
yearsldndissbnlslicceeded HimMithoutdispute.[Ming Henry MMWas[Alcompetent
and[powerfullTeader,[and[hisOivars [Ho[declaimdhe[FrenchhndsLdnceheld by
Edward Ml mhade Mim[PopularithHis[sLibjects. [Shakespeareldramatizes Henry \'s
adolescence, tiselib[powerdndteignlihthelplays HenryV,[Rarts[1[3nd[23nd
Henry[Z,) Unfortunately, Henry[\'sldntimely[death [ih[14 22 [Again [chised [questions
aboutlsliccessionbd/henis(ihfantlsbnbdasdrownedKingHenry[MI. [Oldercelatives
acted[3s[degents [Wntil[Henry WI[dame[df[dge.[During Mis[ckign, [Menry WIObst [l
Frenchlldnds(dained By [Misfather @ndstruggled Mith [chentalness.[He M/as ohade
even[morelunpopularBydldoor[Ettempt[tb [mhake[deace ith [BranceBy[harrying
the[Brench¥ing sldaughter,[Margaret[df[Anjou.[Already lMiewed [ds[A0Wveak King,
HenryMisLiffered[@lmhentalBreakdown[ih[14 53, [rkndering [Him[ihcapableldflrliling
thelcbuntry.[MhelpowerfullandlpgopularRichard, DukeldfMork[[§randson(dflthe[first
DukelafYork), ivas[hamed[Brotector Ldf[the [Realm [And[duled [ih[Benry's[dtead.
Clearly[dlstronger[cliler, [the[Dukel[df MorkAlso [felt [He [Had [AhAalid [daim kb thelthrone [Hecausedf[His[direct
descentflom[Eldwardll'ssbn.[HeBegan kb EksertMis@uthority i [mhinor[clashesMith [powerful sLipporters [of
HenryMI.lWhen[Henryrécoveredih[1455[and kbokHackcbntrollafthe [crown, [Queen[Margaret Built [up @
alliancelagainstRichard, DukeldfYork, b attempt kb diminish [is [ifluence.

ThelfirstMattle [dflthe W ars[dflthe [Roses@rokeldutith 1455 M/henlthethwarted Richard, [DukeldfMork, [chised
alsmalllarmyland(mharchedldnlondon, imheetingHenryMI'sfbrces [ak [St.[Albans. [Richard [Battled Hitterly Mith
thelking's[drmy,[dommanded By Margaret.[TheBattle b/as[dMorkist Mictory, [regaining [Some [ihfluence [fbr
Richard, [@nd[theMorkists[AndMancastrians[dompromised[tb[mhaintainthe[feacelfbrfburljears.[However,
disputesldver/holdouldHeHeir kb the fhronelcbntinued—HenryMiHad [Alybunglsbn, [Hutlthany [Howerful
nobles[Helieved[Richard,[DukeldfMork,[should[Bethelsliccessor.[Theldispute [HrokeldutihtoMolenceldgain
in00459,[andRichardvasKilled [ih[the [Battle Ldf (W akefieldih[(1460.[Mevertheless,[Richard's[&ldest[don,
Edward[df¥ork, [grevailed [dt[the[Battle[df[(TowtondndWas[drowned [King[Bdward [V/[ih[146 1.[Hdward
banished[Margaret[and[her[donHo[France[AndLimprisonedtheformer [King[Menry.[These[dventsladre
dramatized(ihShakespeare’s Henry M|, [Parts[1] Plahd(3l)

Edward 11l
(Dateslindicateleachimonarch’sireign.) (1327—1377)
[ | | |
Edward, Duke of Duke of 4 other Sons,
“the Black Prince” 1st marriage, Lancaster York who Edward 111
(died 1376) Blanche (John Gaunt) (Edmund) outlived
Lancaster

Richard 11l HenrylV

(1377—1399) (Henry Bolingbroke)
(1399—1413)

Henry 'V
(1413—1422)

=E 7
HenrynlV
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HowlbngMWerethe Yorks(ih[power?Didthelancaster familygetthelcrown Back?

No, theldrownl[stayed\With[theMorks[Untilthe\/ars' [énd. [King[Bdward IV [fbughtlsbmelrebellions[dgainst [His
claimldnftheEnglishthrone, erelsliccessful. Bdward IV [Hadlcbntroversially [oharried [the Midowed [cbmmoner
Elizabeth[Woodville[dnd, [3t[herdequest, [dranted [her[Thrge Léxtended Family [fitles[And [Favors. [(TheKing's
youngerHrother[Richard, Duke[dflGloucester, [Andthany[dther[doblesrésented [this. [h (11483, [King [Edward
IVIHied[ftom[HaturallHauses, [TANd[Richard [/as [Appointed [Tiegent [fbr[Bdward [V s 13 ikardid sbn,
againstltheMishes[dflthe[@ueen’stelatives. Withthis[Josition[dfidower, [Richard [dunishedthe[Woodvilles[By
delaying[Prince[Bdward’s[cbronation.Word[Brokeldut that[Bdward IV [Had [mharried [Hizabeth W oodville ./hile
betrothed[ibldnother M/oman, Moiding[their[harriageldnd thaking[their sbn[llegitimate. Lust[drowned[King
EdwardV,[the[English [ho bnger [donsidered [the[Boy[df[doyal (blood.[At[the [dequestLdfldeveral[hobles,
includingtheDukeldfBuckingham, Richard baslckowned [King Richard (.

Fullldfltirmoillandunhappiness, Richardll's o ikar [rbigncbncluded theMork's
holdLon[heldhrone.LHenry[Tudor,[(the[EarlCofLRichmond, ChChoble[Cdistantly
descended[flomltheHouseldfllhncaster, [chised [@lrébellion@nd kbokthe [crownlith
1485 LafterLdlefeating[Richard LIl Cat (Hhe[Battle Lof[Bosworth[Field.[Richmond
solidifiedMis[daim EbthelthroneBymharrying[oungBlizabeth,King[BdwardIV's
daughter,[andinitingdhe[HousesLof[(York[and[lancaster.[([These[évents[are
depictedlih Richardlll)

SowhoMWontheWar?

The@udorEmilylehded[up[Holdingthe [crown [fbr [five [denerations.[Henry Mudor,
Ear! B [Richmond, ias[Mrowned [King Henry Ml [@hd Idliled [ftom

14850509, [BisSuccessorsGlvereBenry WIIGE. 1509 M54 7), [Edward (WIGF. 154701 HeECE
1553),MaryL{}. 1553[01558) [And[ElizabethUL{f. 1558103, Llivho [duled [during HenryiVII
Shakespeare’sltime. S
Edward 111
(Dateslindicateleachimonarch’sireign.) (1327—1377)
[
[ |
. Duke of 3rd marriage, Duke of
15:“3":‘39‘*’ Lancaster Catherine York
anche
Lancaster (John Gaunt) Swynford (Edmund)
I
Earl of Somerset Earl'of
Henry IV (John Beaufort) Cambridge
(1399—1413) | (Richard)
[ Duke of Somerset [
marriage HenryV (John Beaufort) Duke of
Owen Tudor, [ to (1413—1422) | York
., ’ Katherine (Richard)
(Katherine’s (French Margaret Beaufort
2nd'husband) Princess) |
[ [ |
Henry VI Edward 1V Richard 1l Dukel of
(1422—1461) \v"e (1461—1483) (1483—1485) Clarence
Earl of vgg' (George)
Richmond L { | I |
(Edmund
Tudor) Henry V1l Elizabeth Edward V
(Henry Tudor) (1483)
(1485—1509)
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Fate, Deformity...

nBhakespeare’sLiime, [hany [peoplebelievedthat
fatelas[determined[dotBy[alferson’slaktions Rihd
decisions, HutBylaldumberldfildutside Mibrces, Hoth
naturalland[slipernatural.[Thelcbnceptdf[free [Will
was[notOwidelyOaccepteddwhen[Khakespeare
wroteHisIflays; Ifhost[Hlizabethans [Helieved [
predetermination, [(theliHealthat[(God[Bas[prelplanned
everyleventlthatMill[Happen[for [@ltime.Shakespeare’s
characters[dftenléncounter[d[fate that[$[@[Mesult Mo f
theIhfluenceldfléxternalfbrces—theldlignment[df
theldlanets, [sbciallstatus[drldvenl[dersonal@ppearance.
An[IHlizabethan[Hudience MAouldIBaveldnderstood
thatRichard's[dhysicalldppearancelandthelohany
instances CbfBupernaturallhter —
ventionihtheIflaycbntributed
toisldemise.Mhereldas(a
delicate[[MHalance [Metween
Christian[Heliefs [Hhd Mlagan
superstitions(ih[the[d6thldentury.
While[@he[ChgentsCbf[Richard's
fatelincludeCtursesChndCghosts,
which[iodernLCaudiencesCight
associate[dwithOwitchcrafttland
blackCImagic, CElizabethansCimay
haveldeenlthesedslihstruments |
ofCheavenCbrChlChigherCpower, |
revenging lwrongs[dommitted
by[the[HouseldfMork[during[the
Warsldflthe[Roses.

InLl 6thCeéenturyLpublicCopinion,
thereWas[doséparationBetween
bodyl[dnd[sbul;[@ny[defectih[dne
affectedfheldther.[ALproverb [t
theltime[rkferenced[Bairldolor[3s
anlihdicator[dfldne’s[personality:
“RedMise,[Hrownlttusty,[dale
envious, [blackusty.”CALphysical
deformitylinformed[Elizabethans
of[8ne’s Méntirefersonality;
deformityldn[theldutsidelsignified
decayIAn [lfhe Mihside. TIAN
imperfectionftom irth, sLich[&s[A
hunchback, [ihdicatedalfermanentandnhajordefect[df
thefbul.IRobertMAecil, MBarl I8fI8alisbury [And
alpowerfullpolitician[during[@QueenElizabeth’s[deign,
wasHornl@Hunchback.HisCHeformity” [prompted
publicldriticismdndUddicule.[Controversy [durrounding
hisCpossible[dnvolvement[in [dhe[Gunpowder[Plot[of
1605[0edsbmeldfldecil’slenemiestbldaim thatHis
corruptionDivas[a[desultLofThisCdeformity. Elizabethans
wouldlikelyBavelthoughtthe[dameldf[Shakespeare’s
Richard [ (akthey diddfRobert [Qecil.

Politicallchrtoon lﬁ]ep;cmg IEUmund IKban E}essedﬁt
Richard I oldingthe Drury[hne heatreldn [is Ehoul
dersidithhe [Chption, ThellheatricallAtias. Pliblishedd
London,IB14.
British[@artoon@ollectionMibrary@Tongress.)

and the Supernatur al

InltheHlizabethanhdiew, [RBichard’sdeformity Mould
haveléxplained[dotldnly[Aisthoralldorruption[But
alsoisambitiousnesslandldesire for révenge. I Mis
essay  OfL] Deformity,d FrancisOd Bacon writes:
“Deformed[gersons(@reldommonlylgveniith
nature;[fbrds[Hature[Bathdonelill[By them, sbldo
they[by[hature; [(beingfor [Hhe[thost[part[as[fhe
ScriptureHaith) Woid CofChatural Caffection; Cand Ho
they[Haveltheirrévengeldfldature.”[As[Richard shys
himself[ih[Ris[dpeningspeech, [Rellit “Hetermined
toldrovelalvllain”[HecauseHis[@hysicalldppearance
doeslot[hatch [theldelebratory, [feacefulfimedf
Edward’ smlctory [Mhelrhotivation[fbr[Ris[avilldeeds
throughoutthe CplayClmay
havelHeen dbvious [Itb
Shakespeare’sChudience:[Che
wantedtoUexactUrevenge
forChisCphysicalCddeformity.
Richard’'sdeformity CImight
also[HaveHeenhdewed(dsah
actLofldivinedetribution[for
wrongs[ perpetrated by
Richard'slahcestors.

The istoricalKing [Richard
was[hot[actually[dnisshapen
tolthelextentlthat[dctorsland
literatured haved portrayed
him.There IR [Ml§reat
controversyl&@roundlihe
naturelbflhis[T'deformity”—
someldayHeMkasOBorn
prematurely, [cbsultinglih
alldicklyldhildhood[dnd
persistentCweakness, Cwhile
othersCtlaimCheS$pent[iwo
yearslih[Mislhother'sllvomb
andlWas[Bornhith [Bairldnd
teeth.O AsO forO his
hunchback,Itheldiosest
evidencelibundI&refivo
conflicting] accounts:[] one
thatChisOeftC3houlderOvas
higherlthanislrdght, [And[@notherStatingLdxactly
theldpposite.[Regardless,[it[k[denerallyheldthat
theldeformity Llvas[probably[hot[hoticeable—most
definitely[dottheHuge[Bump@ndMitheredlarm[He
isldepicted bith Iow. [Mhe[dumors [Hhat [dpread [dif
allhuchBigger[deformitylih [the[King[Beganlbng
beforelflhakespeare’sIfortrait. [Mhortly IHfter
Richard's[death, [the[Tudors[Beganldescribing@im
as[dlhonster.[Their[hotive Was[tb[Fin[dn[Richard
theldeathsaffthe[princesin [the Mower, [dhd ey
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believedthatlanlimageldfRichardlds@Morrifying,
misshapenUhunchbackvouldCinake[dhe[d¢rime3eem
muchdhore@lausible.[MEventually [Hhe Hlimors [Miere
accepted [Bk [ftuth, TBhd [Richard [dained [the Idhysical
appearancelllBhd [iputation [ihat [R[Heflected [
Shakespeare’s[play.

AnotherlsignificantaspectlafShakespeare’s Richardlll is
thelslipernatural, [@ppearingihthe fbrms(dfifrophecies,
dreams[And[dhosts.[Rlizabethans[Believeddtronglylih
what[MiVe [Miow [Eerm [Mparanormal”[Mihenomena;

astrology,Ldmens[and[dpellsLlvere[ALpart[df[diailyLife.
Peopleldftenldonsulted[theldlignment[dflthelstarsdnd
planets[beforeinakingLmportant[diecisions.[Villagers
wholgracticed Cwitchcraft”[dr[wvizardry—wise Mdromen
and[ohenM/holchnBe thoughtldfak[Flizabethan[Holistic
healers—were[talled LiponioLdurephysicalChiiments
with [flotions [ahd [ticks. Their [Mlise [ Minagic” [Mas
revered[ahd[f?ared;Ek [dften @k Mitcheserelcbnsulted,
they[disodere[BlamedWhenlsbmethinghdenthhrong
inMAllages.Witch Aunts Wereldbmmon [h [ihe [MM6th
Century, [@nd[mhanyihnocent[peopleMere[executedfbr
witchcraftlihShakespeare’s(time.

ThelBharacter(difilargaretlith RichardIIMHasEbme
distinctiveMitch ke qualities. [At thelehd[dfthe play, ihe
curses[shelpronounced(id(att 1,[s¢ene BllArelflifiled. ShelB[d
selflproclaimedprophetess—eccentric, LlonelyLandLadld.
AllldfltheseldualitiesLlvere[@ssociated hlvith Wvitches[df
theldbthIdentury. Margaret [, [Mowever, Mcking [&h
importantldomponent[dfiitchhood:[dllianceWith [the
devil.Shelrhther[ihvokes[God's[dower i [Her [curses: CT11
not[BelieveHutfhey@scend thelsky [/ITAndthereldwake
God'sLgentlesleeping[peace”[]l.iii.287 [88).(Margaret’s
curseslarelanotherihstrument(dfldivinelrétribution:[she
is[Seekingldevengelfbrerldwnlihjuries,[Andthrough
herlalchuch@rgerjustice [Hlekacted. Hizabethans[phid

muchldttentiontbldmens[dndlsigns, [ihcludingthose
inldreams.[Mastings[disregardsStanley’sldreaml[df
alohurderousBoar[[tepresentingRichard)@ndldies
as[d[desult.Mheldnlyldharacters[thatHctIHs [1H
resultldf[dupernaturalM/arnings[dre Stanley[dnd His
nephew[Richmond—twoldflthelcharacters(@live @k the
play'slehd.Stanley [Wldottheldnlycharacterlih Richard
M wholgdredicts[the[futurelthroughldreams;[Qlarence
and[Richardoth[haveldireamslihat foreshadow
theirdeaths.(@larence’sMHightmare [ (L 11 I8f
warningsLof[Richard’s [ntent (o Cinurder Chim [Tand
hints[dt His [Awn[drowning. [Although [@h[Elizabethan
audience[vouldhave[immediately [decognized [ihe
interventionCdfldomedupernaturalGbower[n [Chis
dream, [@larencel[i} ignorant M&f[is [Ehmifications.
Richard’sCdreamUikewise[forebodeshisCénd.CAsCa
string8fllrongedIghosts Idurse[Richard I&nd
encourageRichmondUh[Richard'sC3leep [iheChight
beforelthelHattle, Shakespeare’slalidiencelcbuldlehsily
havelfiredicted [theIdutcome [IdfIfhe Idonflict.
Elizabethan[dhosts[MWvere[lldmnipotent—seeing [lfar
intolfhe future—and[ihey[diways[dppeared Lvith (3
distinct[purpose, [sually [ihvolving[dghting[dLdrrong
doneliblthemlih[fe.[Althoughtheseldhosts[do[dot
bringI&boutRichard’sIdeath[And IRichmond'’s
triumph, [hey [fretell [ [Ahd, [k [discouraging ldhd
scaring[Richard[Jand[éncouraging[Richmond),[help
their[(lthuse. [Mike[Margaret'slclrses, [theselspirits[Have
alldivine, IHotIdemonic, Ifuality; [he I§host Idf
BuckinghamMishesthatGod[andIdoodlangelsfight
onRichmond'skside.”

By[theland[dfltheldlay, ©M/ith[@n[Heir[dftheHouseldf
LancasterLon[thedhrone, Ldivine Ldetribution vould
haveBeenlchrried[dutihtheleles[dfftheHizabethans.
Order[[id [Itkstored, Idnd &I MHave [thet [their
predeterminedfate. E
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