Classroom Connections

il ChoralPerformanceActivity

ThelGreekIchoruslperformed @lmhyriad [af lthsks i [the [pllay.
It[davelddvice, [éxpressed[dpinions, [dffered[Background
information[@ndlrepresentedtheldommonldeopleldflthe
story.[Mhelchorus(dotldnlylentertained theladudience Mith
songldndldanceButldisoshowed[theldudienceHowldn
ideallSpectatorould[deact. "W hat blvould[@[dhorusbok
like[Gh[hodern[theatre?[MowDQlvouldthey [felate [fo[the
audience? What[douldthe[dudiencellearnfromthem?
Ask[students[tb fbrm[Aldircle[dnd[decideUpondlstorytb
retell, (3s[dLdhorus, Oike[d[Greek [hyth Lorfhiry[fale.[The
students[should[tell[thelstory[ds[Aldroup,[dddinglih[Eny
information(theyféel[[decessary.[Fachstudentohust@dd
onelSentencetblthelstory. Students[dhoulddotldhange
thelstoryHutldontinueltb[Honor Elithelcbntributions that
came[Before.Thelast[dersonthustfind [Al/aytb [endthe
story[haties[lip LAllhe [boseCéndsCand CLéomes o[
conclusion.[.€oachHtudentsHo[Ibokfortivays o [dpeak
togetherLarWarydheir Chtonation o Lénrich[Eheld¢horal
performance.

; jjfg. TimelineCof(IRecentIHistory—Compare[Ito
Athens[andPersia

ThelPersians$[ALplaythatfocusesdnld [HeriesLdfluvars
between[Athens[dnd[Bersialdndtheldftermathldflthose
conflicts.[dreate[dEimeline[dfDlvarsihLlvhich[Americans
haveBeenlihvolved, startingith the Revolutionary W ar.
(this link may bed helpful:[J http://americanhistory.
about.com/library/timelines/bltimelineuswars.htm).
ComparelyburlfimelineltdEltimelineldf(Athens[ahd Persia.
Youlchn[find[theHistorydflthe[Bersian Empirelihthe Hirst
Folio,[Andtouldanbok[p [A[fimeline [df[Greek (history
here:[] http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/ancientgreece/
timeline/index.shtml.LAre[there[Anydimilarities[Between
thelelventsldccurringlih[durrécentBistorylandleventsthat
tooklplace[[Athenianahd PersianHistory? [flsb, Mhat?

o,

4iihisy WhoWritesHistory?RecordingWorld
Events

Ask [students[tolfick@lperson M/holdlprominentli[Politics,
government, CkciencebrOiteratureChnd Owrite Ch Cbrief
paragraphl3@boutlthis[person’slife[dr[dchievements.[Ask
students[to[HiscussChowhndOwvhere[they[Chot[their
information.[Assign[Students[partnersLand[dsk[them[io
nowriteChCparagraphChbout[theCbtherCprominent
person.[Xomparelktories.CHowwvere[theySimilarCbr
different? [Ask[studentstb[donsider[their [dhoices: [lylou
lived i [Aldifferent[cbuntry, [doyoulthink ioulouldHave
picked[thelshmelgersonltblrite@bout? WouldlyouHave
written [@ldifferent[story? Why[dr b hy [nlot?

[ forelthepbrformance...

4k WhyDoThis[Play Today?

Aeschylus[inentionsCtho[Greek(Teaderslh ThelPersians.
Instead, (thelplaywright[&vokesCpity[(for[the[Hefeated
enemy.[TheldharactersCare[dhowndespect[ihroughout
theirdorrow[andLgrief.LInLdmallLgroups, (havedtudents
reviewl[thelsynopsisldnd[thenldescribeltheldtory,[dction
and[plot.[leadChCHiscussionWwith[the Céntire[Ctlass[to
considerDivhathe[play [k Chbout. CAsk[dtudents o [dise
descriptivelWords[dr[phrases[ibdescribe[Howlthey[feel
aboutltheldlay.[Bollow[Uptheldiscussionith bdritinglan
essayldr[d0burnalldesponseibthelfbllowing[duestions:
Howl[B[this[play[elevant[ibldurldwnliimeldnddociety?
What[idfthe [ohessageldr [ohoralldfthe [play [ahd [How [does [ifl
relateltb[durrentdvents?[What[doyoulexpectibfeelldr
think[after ybulséelthis[production?

. ﬂ@ Performancelih[Aeschylus’ Time

Aeschylus[dontributed[thore[ibtheatre [than[Risdriting.
Inisimel(iid/as[commonEbridlaywrightskblserveldsthe
directors[dfltheir[glays,[dsell[@s[dctors, [froducers[dnd
designers.[Ask[ihe[dlass[iobrainstormConlartists Lvho
“multiltask” imkbday’sorld [dnthe stageldrstreen. What
reasonsldan[they[dome[pLWvith[ib[dxplainLdhy[tbday’s
artists[tend b [stick[fb[dnefbb?[DMoes[it[Henefit[dctorstb
only[belhctors, OwvritersConly Dvriters? CCould [ihere[be
benefitstblcbntributing i chany Mays?

4is; Blame \s. Responsibility

WhenXerxesLénters[ihelplay, [(he[¢annotLdomprehend
whatldaused Him[tbIbseltheM/ar.[Weldre[tbld[theldods,
offended By His[Hubris [&xcessiveldride), [davetheMictory
tolthe[Athenians.[After[ityingibldlacethe Blamelfbr[His
defeatCbn[bthers,[Xerxes[LindergoesLthe anagnorisis.
Anagnorisis islthe [cbcognition By [the [ttagic [Hero[dflsbme
truthOaboutOhisOorOherOidentitylorCactionsCthat
accompanies[iheldeversalCbf[iheituationh[dhelplot.
Xerxes[rkalizes[ih/as Mis[Adwnldridethat Idst [the/ar [ahd
acceptslrésponsibility. [Heldnds[the[dlay [ohore[doblelthan
when[Helantered. DiscussWithourdassh/hat[Happens
toXerxesLafter[fheplay Lénds.[Ih[inoderniovies[and
plays,Cwhat[LisuallyChappens[toCillains wvho Chccept
responsibility (for CkheirCmistakes? CM/hat Cwould Chave
happenedI[ibXerxes(ifilHe[Had[dot[@dmitted [Bis[@ride?Ih
ourlitimelperiod?Ih[Aeschylus?
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[ After lthe pbrformance

s Write@Story fromEhe[Enemy’sPerspective

ThelJPersiansClwasOwritten by LAeschylus, LaOGreek
playwrightChnd3oldierCiwvho foughtUin[the[BattleCbf
Salamis.[Rather[than[3[Play [rklishingih[the[defeat[df[3
majorCémpire, ThelPersiansLisCalinoraldessonConlihe
subjectldffiyranny.Mhybdould[Aeschylusichoosetbbdrite
alplayflom[thelehemy s[plerspective? WhatlchnBelgained
fromléxploring[omeoneldise’sMersion[dfldnldvent?[Ask
students[tbDrite[d[story[fromdnenemy’s” [gerspective.
HowldoesiflchangetheirMewldfthelelent?

s TheRolegfithe[Audience

Theatrelib[ALdinique@rttorm, ineant[fo (Be (Al dialogue
between[performerCland[Chudience.[TThe[Fole[bfkhe
audience[hasldhangedldverfime—from[ltheldeverallday
Greek[[festivals (where[theChudience vouldCEelebrate
through[AHulllday [dfldrama, (o [the[RestorationLlvhere
wealthylaudiencelthembershdouldsitldn(stage, EbEbday's
traditional Cldimmed[Chouses.CAfter[the Cexperience Cof
watching ThelPersians, asklstudentsltbfdurnallabout their
experiencedn[the[theatre.[MWhat[Cemotions[CHidCthey
experience[Huring[the3how?[Were[there[Chnylideas
expressed [ihltheldlayMith M/hichthey[strongly[agreed(dr
disagreed?[Did[#hey[feel[domfortablelas[hnChudience
member?[DidltheylWish[theyldould[Have[Beenlthoreldr
lessCparticipatorylin[the[production? CReread (*A[ Brief
History[dflthe[Audience, [AndEsklstudentstbDdrite their
guidelinesCbfOvhat[they[believe[the[hudience’sCtole
shouldBelduring@lshow.

-+i#5 ResponsibleMeadership

Xerxes[returns[Homeltb[His[deoplelih[disgrace.[Hel3[the
only CSurvivor CbfLtheldnvasionCofCAthens. [Having[ost
“thousandsCbnthousands”Cof(theBonsCof[Persia, Cihe
Chorus[defiantly[defuses[fo[Bow[tb[their Hing ipon [His
return.[Ihsteadthey[rebukeBim[for[thelitagedythat[Be
hasCbroughtCuponCtheirCpeople.[Xerxes[Chccepts[his
chastisement[3ndOhments[his[dhame.[Histhother[doon
leads[him[pitiably[home.[As[AdesponsibleTeader, how
else[ightXerxeshaveldeturned (homefo [his[people?
Must[Che[Chccept[the CblameCbndCreprimands CofChis
councilors?What[should[BHeldoldr[How[shouldBelActtb
pick[dp [thelgieces[df(Bis(Homeland?[Askthe[students[tb
write[dnotherldndingltb ThelPersians. Havelthem[dreate
anlhlternateCmannerCnCwvhich[KerxesCteturnsCtoChis
people.

k5 PoliticalTheatre

AfterChttending[Cthe[Shakespeare CTheatre[(_ompany’s
productionldf ThelPersians,[tereadthelBirst[Bolio[drticle
“ThelBody [Politic.”[Ask[students[ifilthey[feltfhelproduction
was[delevantib[politics[foday.[(What[suesldo[dtudents
think[the[production[wvasChddressing? OWhyLimight[Ch
modernl(director(use [@lpieceldflclassicliteratureltdepress
anCbpinionCabout Cturrent Cpolitics? (Do Btudents[think
classic[iheatre [0k [an Céffective Cor[Appropriate orum for
voicingldpinions[aboutlclirrentlevents? Whyldr/hy[dot?
Whatsimilarities[did thelproductionldf 7ThelPersianslshare
withlatherfypesldflsbcially[cbnscious[drama? Do [students
thinkfhat[doliticalltheatrelchnspurlsbciallchange?

P

4ikn Director’sWision—WhatWouldYour[BlayBe
Like?

Whenlgreparingldldlay [fbrlgroduction, [ MArgely p[tb
theldirector[fo[decide howHolpresentthat[playfoldn
audience.Directors[decidefhattheyrant[dn[dudience
tol[fake Ldwayfromdhelproduction[dsDivelllashowfo
guidelthelactorsinlthe [play kbl thelstory.[Directorslalso
workDery[diosely hvith [Set, [Highting, [dostumedndsbund
designersltblcreatetheir [conceptldftheldlay.Iioubdere
givenltheljobldfldirecting ThelBersians,id/hathdoulddour
productionIbok[ike? Wherehlvouldlitlthke [Place? What
yearlWould oulskt[it[ih?[WhatdouldthelsketObok[lke?
HowMouldyoulantyourldctorstb [dress?What kind[df
music vould GtouLlvantHoCplayCar [ightingivould Glou
wanttbluseldnstage? Write[dldroposalldnsweringthese
questions[dndldescribingd/hyouthade [theseldecisions
with[sLipportftom[the[text.[Ask[studentstb[dresenttheir
conceptslih[@nldrallgresentationfbr(theldlass,[And[then

Al EEI ComparingTranslations(@nd/Adaptations

Read[Bloudiwoldxcerptsfrom ThelPersiansLines[155]
170).[Mhefllowinglihks Milllcbnnectlybultd vo different
onlinelZersions.

Robert[Potter s[ttanslation:
www.acs.ucalgary.ca/~vandersp/Courses/texts
aescpers.html

John[Pbrter'sltianslation:
duke.usask.ca/~porterj/DeptTransls/Persians.html)

What[re[thedimilarities? (Mow[dre they[different?[Ask
students[ibWrite[their[dwn[3daptationUsing[thel[dame
situation[dfLQueen[Atossallkavingher[palacefo[dpeak
withlthe [Qounselors[dfPersia.
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