Classroom Connections

[, 7 TimeB©OnMySide

Othellolthkes[dlacelihAeryshortlamountldflfime.ldgo’s
manipulationsiorksbhdellldn[DthellolthatHel3[E@bleltb
descend[ftomE@ldving, ftustinglrelationship Mith His ife
intoljealously[and[ihadnessih[dlmatter LofChours. CAsk
students[ibthake [fimeline[df[dventsih[the[play.[How
muchlfimeldoLjouthink[passes[Betweendcenes? [How
longUOhavedOthelloOandODesdemonallactually Clbeen
married?Belsbreltblihcludetheldetails(dftheldst[dFbund
handkerchiefldnour[flmeline. W/ hat[discoveries[do[ylou
make[3bout[theléventslih[thelplay[By[happingiLdut?
Whatldolybuldiscoverlabout@thello?[Aboutldgo?

A ' The[Psychologydflago
At[the[Cend[bflthelblay, ivhenChskedvhyChelThas
committed ChisCheinousCtrimes, Clago Csimply Chnswers,
“What Gdou [now, jou [Bnow” [And B Ikd[dffstage[tb[Be
torturedlihtoldonfession.[TheldudienceldeverI&arnslthe
outcome.[AskStudents[fblimaginethat[they[3re[Thgo's
psychologist. What [chight[His[diagnosis[Be? [Ask[students
tolfindsbipportlihtheltextFbrlspecific[symptoms.[onsult
alOwebsite[likeCdnmha.orgUforCbasicCdmentalChealth
information.

[, 7 Blacki@White

In OthelloBhakespeareléxaminesthemes[af[Black[dnd
White, ClbothCmetaphoricallyCland Clin Ckerms CofCracial
relationships.MHave [HtudentsLdoLdn[dHcavenger[hunt
throughltheir Ekéxt[df OthellolEbrlanyilages(drlréferences
toldither[Black[drWhite.[@nallengethem kb [find [Et (éast
tenldflebchlcblor.MMhen(cteate ivolikts [dn theBoard, [dne
ofléachldolor,[dfldverylreference [students fbund. MHow
many[dfltheseldrelrhciallilnages? [How [chany[are[iinages
ofhature, CémotionsCar[fime? (¥ hat[does[Shakespeare
seem[ibBeshyingldboutBlack[@nd W hitelih Othelloland
howldoes[durlohodernlgerspective [Affect[durhMiew[dflthe
play[@ndMow[DthelloB[freated? MIDo[students[seeldny
correlations[BetweenShakespeare’shdvorld[@nd[durldwn
andbhy? W hat[i[dithelttaditional cble [df W hiteldr Blackih
literatureland b/hy? MHow [mhight[the [themes[dfBlack[@nd
White[BeHighlighted i the [productionltheylare laboutfd
see?

[ forelthepbrformance...
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l, =’ Lie, e, [ie
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Reality[HecomestWisted[fbr[@thello[HecauseHellktens[tb
whatlagoltelis[Him[andBelieves/hat@dppearstbBelftue
instead Cbflinvestigating[(thekruth CforChimself.[C Have
students[divide [ihto[droups[dflthree.[Bach[droupshould
chooseldlstorytellerbdrho[shouldshare[d[Brieflttuelstory
about[komething[theyexperienced.[dMThe botherCkwo
membersldflthelgrouplohustléarn(iheir [storyland[drepare
totell[itd thelclass.DAfter @bout [five mhinutes [dfréhearsal,
theldass[should[dome[Backlibgether.[Bachthreelperson
grouplstandsih[(frontLdf(theldlass.[One[3t[Afime,[dach
personlinCalCgroupLellsCthe BameS$tory.[EachCgroup
member’sldbjectivelidtbldonvinceltheldassthattheydre
thelfruelStoryteller.CAfterCéachrioCperforms,(iheldlass
mustDlote[dnhdvholthey[Believelid [tkllingtheltruth.[M/hy
didhel¢dlassihink helpersonheyL¢hose[as[being
truthful?[Afterkévealingltheactuallstoryteller, discussbny
orblvhy[Aotltheldassthay[Bavelduessedldorrectly. \What
kind[dflghysicalldrMocalldommunication[rkveals[theltiue
storyteller[Andthelfhlse[dnes? [Miscusshow[Thgolhight
appearfolbel[telling[the[truthlvhenlying,Chnd[the
differences CbetweentealityCAnd OWwhatChppears[iolCbe
reality b Dthello.

|, - symbolismh Othello

Whathre[kome[bflthe CmajorCkymbolsUin - Othello?
CommonLadbjectsLdomelio[hold[greatLineaningLaslihe
storyldnfolds.[MeadstudentsihE@ldiscussion[dflsymbolsith
thelplay, lhcluding[the[@andkerchief,[Desdemona’s[Bed
sheetsCandlihelIgreenlely’dtinonster.” LAsk$tudents o
designlalposterfbrlalproductionldf Othello, choosingldne
symbolltd fbcuslanihattheyféelrépresentsthelstory.[Ask
students[itolpresent[theirCvork, CexplainingCvhy [they
chose[thelCkymbolCthey[Wid, ChndChow[they[feel [t
communicates(thelmheaning[dflthelglay[tbld[drospective
audienceldmember.[Pleasesend CexamplesofClyour
students’Morkltd MheShakespeareTheatre!
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[ After lthe pbrformance

/; ' The[Pends.Ehe Sword

lagoLéxplains[fo[RoderigoLthat[helis[CangryCat[being
passedldver[fbrd[dromotion[grimarily[Because@assiolid
anChrithmetician,” that(d, He [Has[studied thelart[df Mattle
in[books[but[doesChot[haveéxperience[bniheTield.
Brainstorm [Bwoists[df[dccupationsWith [the [dlass:[dne
that[Benefits[(from[horelscholarly[Book[Bnowledge, [the
other[fromdealbdorld[éxperience.(What[differences[dan
youlFind[betweenkhe Ckwolists? (MW here[Cldoes[the
occupationldfflieutenant”Belong?

A ~ Racism
ALldirectorCtannotChpproachCalproduction[bf Othello
without[éncounteringlksues Lof[dace(dnddacism.Olead
students[ih[3[discussion[3boutDlvhat[dacial[ksuesvere
broughtldiphhelproduction.(What[diecisions[did[(the
directorhake fhat[hay[have [dhallengedLdr [deinforced
students’[@xpectations[dflthelglay? [Ask[studentstb[Hreak
outlihtolsmallldroups[dnddiscuss.Mhendsk[students[tb
interviewldach[dther[About[theirldwnléncounterslWvith
racism[drlaltime M/henltheyMerelaskedtblconfrontlchcial
issueslihtheir[dwnllves.[Studentslchnhdrite[honologues
about[theirCbwnCbrC&achlbthers CéxperiencesCand, Cif
desired, [presentthemltbihelgroup.

/,& Deception (& Truth—Rewritingthe[Ending

Evenlihlthelfhceldfltbrture, lhgorkfusesltbldelvelihtoHis
reasonsfor[theldreat[deceptions[that Lheldrchestrated.
Ask[studentsiblimaginelWhat[Ihgo's[hotivesthay [Have
been.Havelthem[rkwriteltheldnding[3s[ifllhgo[tbld[Ris
side[df[thelstory[ib [the[droup.IHowldouldtheldthers
reactbBis[darrative? I [their [AnythingThgo[dould[say
thatMouldohakehim[alohorelsympatheticlcharacter?

/. = Othellolan[Eilm

INnO 995, aurenceFishburne becamedhe irstCAfrican
Americanto[play[dOthelloCbnscreen.[PreviousCmovie
OthellosncludedCgreatCactorsBuchCas[Orson[Welles,
Laurence[@livier,[3nd[Anthony Bopkins; [3lI[ih [thake [Up.
Whyldid[iilthkelsb Ibngfbr [Dthello b HeldortrayedBy[d
black[dctor[dnflim?Howldoes[dur@istory[dffecttheldrt
welcreate?
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I ' TragicBero

Whold[the[Herolih[Dthello?Ihldarly[Greek[Playsslich [Es
Oedipus,[tragediesCvereChbout[thefragicCherolvho
causedlhisCbwn[CHownfall.CTThe[dragicCheroChadlthe
potentiallfbrldreatness[Butlas[doomed[Byfateltb [{hil.
Despiteisfilure, thelttagic[HeroMinsElthoral Mictory[ih
theland. B [@ny [dflthis[ftuefbr[@thello?Was[Heldoomed
orlunlucky?

A ' Reputation® SocialStatus

In Othello,Icharactersldependluponltheirsbcialstatusahd
reputation[fbrltheir[Bappiness.[(Ihdeed, [the[Happiness[df
lago, [CassioLand[Othelloldependsponhowltheyldre
perceivedByldthers.[Thgoldovets[Cassio’sLadvancement
and[lises[his[deputation[ds[anhonest[hanHo[dieceive
Othello,[Cassio’s [deputation [k Marnished Cand [his[3ocial
status[@[bst[By Thgo'slihsinuations, [@nd[Dthello’s [fear [df
beingHeenldshWeak[fLiels[Ris[thgedgainst[Desdemona.
Why [[@reputationlslich [@BigEactor fbrthese [characters?
Doyouldhink[he Htory vould Chave [heenLdifferent CiF
Othello[Bad[dbwersbcialstatus? [Blow[doesreputation
affectGourife? Ok LourhappinessLdependentiponLdur
sociallstatuslahd(réputation?
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' Loyalty&dealousy fhRelationships

As[Othellols[inanipulated by [lago’sLies, Lhe[(becomes
moreldndlthorejéalous[dflDesdemona.[BvenlthoughBe
beginstbltteatHerctuelly, [shelrémainsldyal. Idnaginelybu
are[Emilia,[Desdemona’sldoseftiend, Th[Act[/Scenel3.
What[ddvice MrouldouldivelHer[@boutHerlrklationship?
What[fyouQvere[Dthello’'sCdloseHriend, Livhat Cadvice
wouldouldiveimQihenQjouldbservedhis[Behavior?
Write[d [dcenelihWhich [dne[dflthe [chajor[dharacters[df
Othellod approaches youl about[ their[ relationship
problemsCandyoulgivehemCadvice.[HowDvouldthe
outcomelbfl theStory[Ehangeldf[(they[Followedyour
advice?



