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n@NMenicelstreet(dtdight, Thgoltelis[Roderigolthat

Othello, lthe [Moorishlgenerallaffthe Menetianarmy,
hasUOelopedwithORoderigo’sCbeloved[dDesdemona,
daughterldfBrabantio.IhgolrkassuresRoderigothat[He
hates[Dthello[because[he[nade[MichaelLassiohis
lieutenantQivhile[lhgoLdemainstheldeneral'sCénsign,[3
positionUofldowerCrank. dagoand[CRoderigo Cwake
Brabantioldnd[t&llI[Him[dfDesdemona’sflight. Brabantio
stormsl[dffith[dfficerstblapprehendOthello.[Brabantio
arrives[htOthello’sTdodgingChtCthe[kameltime s
messengersiholrkquesttheldeneral’s[dresenceHefore
the[DukelLbn3tateCimatters.[The[énraged [(Brabantio
demandsOusticeLagainst[Othello, (andihey[depart[fo
havel@udienceMithlthe Duke.

The[Dukelahd[thembersdflthe [Senateldiscuss [Mews[that

theJurks[have (daunched G OleetCo Chttack[Wenetian

controlled[@yprus.[Brabantio[Accuses[Othello[dfldsing
witchcrafttolénsnarelthisCdaughter.LOthelloLdiescribes
theirlcburtship;[Desdemona idiséntforland [cbnfirmsthat
shelJfreelyClgave [herCheartCtoCIOthello.[Brabantio,
saddened, [acceptsHerldecision.TheDukelsendsOthello
toldefend[Qyprus,[@ndMesdemonaldskstbdccompany
Othello[dn[his[dampaign.[Othello[éntrusts[her[dareltb
lagolandHishife, [Bmilia.[As[Roderigoldespairs[dverthe
loss[df[Mesdemona, Thgoddvises[himlib fbllowHertb
Cyprus,[@romising[thatBerIdbve[fbr[Dthello il [dot Tast
long.CagoCplots[toCpoison[Dthello’sCnarriageCwvith
jealousy[Becauseldflhisthere[suspicionthat[Bmilia[Bas
beenlunfaithfulldith[Othello.

ALtormLoffliheldoastLafLCyprusldestroystheTurkish
fleet, Cending[theChttack. ClThe[Wenetians'CkhipsChre
delayed[by[the[ktormbutChrrive Ckafely. (dagoCpulls
Roderigo[dside [dndttlis[Himthat[Desdemonalidlih Ibve
with[dassio.Heldonvinces[Roderigotb [start[Afightith
Cassiolihat[éveningdoLdiiscredit Chis[dival. (DuringLhe
celebrationldfltheldefeat[dfltheTurks, Thgoldets[Qassio
drunklandRoderigoEttacksHim. [Montano, [an [dfficial lih
Cyprus,UsCounded [by [Cassio[Wwhen Thelldntervenes.
Othelloldnters[dnd[demands[ib[Mnowlliho[Beganlihe
fray.[Bretendingtkluctance, Thgo[Blames[dassio[fbrlthe
violence.[@thelloldismisses[Qassioas His Mieutenant.ldgo
advises[dassioltbldlead His[chsetb[Desdemonarho il
bel3@blelibldonvince[Dthello[ib[deinstate (him, (though
lagolplans(tdohake[DthellothinkDesdemonalpleadsdut
of [dvelfdr(Qassio.

EmiliaCand[Mesdemonallisten o[ LCassio’s3uit.LLassio
departslabruptlyatthelsightldfidthellolandIdgo, M/hich
lago[hints [ [dause fbr [duspicion.[Mesdemonaléntreats
Othellotblrkconcile Wvith [Qassio.[After shellkaves, Thgo
continueso[plantHeedsLdfLdoubt[ih [Othello’s[inind
about[esdemonaland hisdbrmerleutenant.[Othello
demands[proof Cbfhis[Cwvife’sCinfidelity. CEmilialtinds
Desdemona’sthandkerchieflandLgjives it [fo[Thgo, lvho
plans[ib Oéavetheibkenlih[Qassio’s[dbdging.[lhgo[then
tells@thellolthat[He[Heard[dassioldeclaringHisdbve[fbr
DesdemonalihHissleep.[donvinceddfHerlguilt, [Dthello
flieslimto[Alrhgeland Esks [hgo b Kill[dassio. [hgo [Agrees,
and[Othellolohakeslago Mis[ieutenant.
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Desdemonalidiunableltb[produce the[Bandkerchiefidrhen
theldngry[Othellol[demands(tb[skeli. [hter, [dassio [theets
Bianca, [his[dourtesanlIbver, [dnd[asksher[do[dopy[ihe
embroidery[dflaHandkerchieflHe fbundihHistbom.Idgo
tells[@thellothat[@assio[Basldonfessed[tblihfidelity Wvith
Desdemona.[Othello, [dvercomeldithldassion, [flls[ihto[d
trance.lldgolagreestblquestionassio@boutDesdemona
while[@thelloldbservesftom[dldistance.lhgodsks[dassio
about[Bianca, Chnd[COthelloChearsLonly [Cassio’sCsmug
laughter.[Biancaldrrives@ndlrkturnsthe[Bandkerchiefltb
Cassio;[OthelloldecognizesthelfokenthenldeaffirmsLhis
desireltbkéeBoth[Desdemonalahd[@assioldead.

LodovicolarrivesOvithUlettersCtallingCOthello[back[io
Venicelhnd[hromoting[Cassio [to[MOthello’sCposition.
Desdemonalspeaksiellldfldassiolanhd[Othellolstrikes[Her.
OthelloChuestionsCEmiliaChbout[Desdemona’sHidelity;
EmilialibsiststhatDesdemonalidichaste. [Othellotéfuses b
believelher[andLtalls[Desdemonalilivhore.[Roderigo
seeksLdutlhgolihldesperation[AndIhgoldonvinces[him
thatlhe Dlvill llvin [Mesdemona [Fhe [Rills[Cassio [Honight.
OthelloCbrders[ Desdemonaltopreparefor[bed[And
dismiss[Emilia;[IDesdemonaldbeys.[RoderigoLdmbushes
Cassio,[dnd[Qassiolihjures[@im.Thgolstabs[@assiolih[the
legCandflees.[While[lodovicoCand [Gratiano[tend[io
Cassio, Ihgolrkturnsl@ndklls[Roderigo. Thgosends Emilia
to@ertOthello.

Othelloldnters[thedeeping[Mesdemona’sldhamber.[She
wakes o [hisCaccusationsLofLnfidelity. Sheldenies[ihe
chargeldndldleads[fbrHerllife.[Dthello smothersHerldnd
Emilialdnters[ibdiscoverHerlmhurdered[nistress. [Hearing
Emilia’s[criesfbrHelp,[Montano, [Gratiano [andIhdgolenter
theldhamber.[@thelloldtesthe HBandkerchieflds[dvidence
of[Desdemona’shivrongs[@nd[Emilialdeveals[Thgo’ses.
lago[Kills[His Mife[dnd fees, [Hut[@[captured@ndreturned
tolihe[doom OWvith [dhelihjured[Cassio.[OthelloLlvounds
lago, [then[@sksfor[Cassio’s[forgiveness.[Thgo [k [furned
over[ioltheldtate[forforture.[Askingihedtatesmenlio
report[hisfragic[dtory Glstly, (Othello [dtabs[himselfLAnd
diesluponlithe [Bed[dfhisMife. 'S



The Geography of Othello

I

nlthelfulllttle[df[Hislttagedy, Othello, [ThelMoorldflWenice [ShakespeareldnnouncesBisliltleldharacter’'slthce
andl[glace.Whylare[theseltiwolthingssblilnportant? Theldction[dfthe [Hlay[dccurslih Bvoldistinct[deographic

areas, [the [dty[dfMeniceland thelidland[df[ypress. Ih[addition, thelplay [réfers kb fvo iy pes [df[dutsiders: @ TMoor”
and[dCTurk.”ShakespeareUsesfhe[dommonknowledge, [dpinionsland[drejudices[df His[Tacobean[dudienceltb

setlthelstagelforithis[play.
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ThelRighlightedséctionslaflthisiihap, [crcalB 19, khowlhe fdrmerlaossessionslafthe Menetian Republic.

ThelidandafdyprusikiahiheEarldgnt.

“What[tell'stCthou[ mebf robbing?[ This[Js
Venice”

Venicelstretches[dcross[dumerousldmalll$landsih[d
marshyllhgoon[dlonglthe[Adriatic[(Sealih[hortheast
Italy. (OTheCsaltwater(lagoon UktretchesChlongClthe
shoreline[Hetween(thelthouths[dflthe[Po [River[ih[the
south[@nd(the[Biave[Riverlihtheldorth.[The[Republic
of Menice[850[11797[AE), M as[alchajorskaldowerand
aldtaging[drealfor[thel[Crusades,[dsvelllas[A0ery
importantlcenter[dfldrt@ndldommerce, [especiallythe
spice[ trade,[d in[d the[d Renaissance.[] Venice,[d a
dependencyldfftheByzantine[Empire[63 1[=1204[CE),
hadléstablishedis[ihdependencelds[darly[ds[the[Jth
century[dE.Meniceas[AbeledtheVirgin[Qity” kince
ithas[sbsliccessful[at[dreventinglihvasionldrldutside
control.ldn[fhe[MHigh[Middle[Ages,[WVenice[became
extremelyvealthy [dhroughCitsCéontrolCofLiradelin
southwest[Asia, Lhnd[beganto[kxpandlinto[the
Adriatic[SealdndBeyond.Menice[Hecameladninperial
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power[following[the[¥th[Crusade, Cwhich[Ckeized
Constantinople[ih[1204.[As[dlesultldf[theldartition[df
theByzantine [EmpireM/hichfbllowed, Weniceldained
aldreatldeal[dflterritoryih[the[AegeanSea.[ater, [ih
1489, the[[dland[df[Qyprus, [dreviouslyalcrusader(state,
wasldnnexed[tbMenice.IhtheldarlyOl5th [dentury, the
VenetiansLalso[beganfoléxpandlih[italy.[By[1410,
VeniceHadlthkenldverlmhostlafMenetia, idcludingslich
important[dities[ds[Meronaldnd@adua.Thel\fenetians
alsoldamelihtoldonflicthd/ith [the[Bopesldver[dontrol[df
the[Romagna.[This[ledin[ 508 o[ the[leaguelbf
Cambraildgainst[¥enice,[ih/hichthe[Bope, [theKing
of[Brance, [the[Holy[RomanEmperorldndthe®ing[df
AragonUcameltogethertoUdespoil dtheCrepublic.
However, [ thell coalitiond soon fellld out[d among
themselves,[dnd[Wenice HoundlitselfLivithout[Herious
territorialIbss.[At[the[shmeliime, [the[éxpansion[dflthe
Ottomanurks[ih[the[Hastern[Mediterranean[proved
threatening[do[Ehe[Venetians.[The Turks[lltimately
conqueredQypressBy[571.



TolhelEnglish, ivhodraveled(there (o CStudy Land
trade, [Wenicelvas[a[place[dfDlvealth [AndLliolence,
cultureCand@reachery.[To[Shakespeare’sLaudience,
Venicehad[3[dualldeputation[for[lstice[And Ldood
governmentlasDivellCasIeisure, HinfulCpleasureldnd
sexualiberty.[Brabantio’s[3cene ith [Cithe Ctouncil
wouldChave[tompletelyCtonfirmed[the Chudience’s
understandingof[Venice’s[stable CandCbalanced
government.[TheyouldHaveldisoHeen@warethat
alpowerfulltherchant[uling[diass[dontrolled Wenice.
ThelBnglish[denerally[donsideredthelherchants[df
Veniceldsldreedydndldorrupt.[Toltheseltherchants,
war Was[degarded[ds[dLdontinuation[dfldommerce,
however, [theyould[Aever[send[theirl[dwnlsbonsib
servelinthelnhilitary. MhelaudiencelacceptedOthello’s
highStatus, Bince[Wenice(Was[known[Ro[¢ontract
largeChumbersCoflinercenaries[anddivic[Teadership
was[ltied (toCmilitaryCservice. CSuccessful Cforeign
commanders, [like[Dthello, Mrerelgromoted(andBighly
regarded.[Thoughlhelpeople[df[Wenice[generally
remainedLbrthodox[RomanLLatholics, [(1he$tate Lof
VeniceWas[doted [fbrl[ifis [fteedom [And M/as [Hot[asily
controlledby[teligion.Corherefore, Cto[Cthe[FestLbf
Europe,[d Venice[d was[] decadent.[J Shakespeare’s
audiencelknewMeniceMas|chiled theMirgin[dity, Hut
thellhbellWvas[A[Bit[df[AGbkelsincelprostitutionhlvas
rampantland ifihdas [knowned [fbr[ifls [dose hives[and
violentlyjéalousHusbands.

“When[] well consider[] the[] importancy[] of
Cyprus...”

ThelGreek[doddess[dfllbve[dndBeauty, [Aphrodite,
claimed [Cyprus[for[herselfLand L k[ believed[fhat
travelers[throughoutl3antiquity [hadepilgrimages[ib
Cyprus[fbrHerHiessings.[Gieographically, [Qyprusid[ih
WesternUAsialdnearOTurkey.[ButOpolitically[land
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culturally, [il[d [donsidered[dart[df[Hurope.Mistorically,
Cyprus[HasHeen[dHridgehead Hetween[Buropeldnd
Asia.[After[fheLdivision[Cof{ihe[RomanEmpirelihto
easternldndldestern[Balves,[Ayprusldameldnder[the
rule[dflByzantium.The[3landM/as[donqueredduring
the3I“drusade. KingRichard IBfEingland Ehensbld @
tolthe[Knights[demplar, Livholih [furnSold [@[tb [King
Guy[dflIerusalem[ih[11 92 Efter the filureldfRichard's
crusade.

Caterinal@ornaroldas[@ueen[dfl[dyprus[from 147400
1489.[Daughter[bfChn[bld WenetianFamily,[khe
married Ibmes[Ildf[Qyprus[ih[1473.[0hmesldied sbon
after(ihelvedding,[dnddhebecame[Queenivhen
theirhfantSonOames[died0h[1474.[Around 1470,
VeniceHeganliblattackfhelidland, fbrcingthe[Queen
of[@yprus b Wvilllthe[Bland[ib Wenice. (Ot [Becamel3d
colony[af[Wenice[lintild 570, lvhenihe [Turksfirst
occupied[the[8land.[ala[Mustafa[BashalBecamelthe
firstCtIurkishCGovernorCof[LCyprus, CEhallengingCihe
claims[affenice.

Rhodeslidthelargestldflthe[Dodecanese@lands, [dnd
easternmost[dflthe[dnajorlklandsLofLGreeceihlihe
AegeanSea.[lt[es[Approximatelyd 1 [hiles hvestLaf
Turkey,Wituated between[ihelGreek [hainland[And
thelidland[df[Qyprus. Historically, [fl/asknownEbrl[is
Colossusldflhodes, [dneldflthe[SevenWonders [dfthe
World.

Shakespearelthoves His[charactersland(dlottb [Ayprus
toUputllthemOonCthe Hedge DofUcivilizationCand
Christendom.[@hel8land Was[tledtbMenicelih[terms
oflttade, ButlithWasdIsoolated [Andfhr[Awayffom
thelduleldnd[drderldfltheldity.[Qyprusli$[disolthuch
closerltbMurkey [than(ii[i$[tb[ialy[dndibdThcobean
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audienceléss[divilized.[Thgo's[Plot[And[dhaosWould
notOplausiblydsucceed dindVenice. O PlacingUOthe
charactersLon[Aphrodite’s[land [hakes[them [thore
susceptible (ko Ceroticism.[Khakespeare’s[felocation
automatically [chakesthe [dlay [hore[sknsual, [listy [and
dangerous.

“AreWelturnedTurks...?”
Turks[areCanyLofQVariousCpeoplesivhoselinembers
speakIhnguagesih[the[Turkic[family Lof[Thnguages.
Theselpeople, [cLirrently (150 [mhillion [ih [Jopulation, [are
probably[theldiverseldescendants[dfllargedroups[df
tribespeople[wholbriginatedCin[CentralCAsia.[LThe
Ottoman[Empire MasEhvst [state fbunded [ihthe[dte
13th [denturyBy [Turkish [fibes [ih[Asia[Minor.[Modern
Turkey[fbrmed [dnly[fart[dfltheldmpire, Hutthetérms
“Turkey”ChnddOttomanCEmpire”vereLbftenlised
interchangeably.[Thel@ttomanlstate[Hegan(dsldneldf
many [smallTurkishstatesthat[emerged[ih[AsiaMinor
duringtheBreakdownlaflthe [émpireldf[theSeljuk
Turks.[The[@ttomanTurks[@bsorbed[theldtherlstates,
andLdluringiheeignLoflMuhammadi[1451-81)
theylehdedalldtherldcalTurkishdynasties.Thelearly
phase[bflI0ttoman[lexpansiontook[place[under
OsmanU, COrkhan, Murad OChnd [Beyazid (LAt [(Hhe
expenselbfL the[ Byzantine[Empire,[Bulgariallhnd
Serbia.Withinldldenturythe[@ttomans[Hadlchanged
fromChChomadichorde[to[theheirsCbf[ theCost
ancientslirvivinglempireldf[Europe. Theirsliccessidas
duelpartlydodheveaknessCandLdisunity LofLiheir
adversaries,Lhnd[partly[Ro[their[kxcellentCand Car
superiorhilitaryldrganization.

TheacobeansvouldThave [found[the[drurksChs
threateninglastheMenetians(didih Othello.[Thishdas
recentUhistoryClfor[IShakespeare’sCaudience.[CIThe
Ottoman[Empiredeachedlits[peak [(between1 52001
1566[@ndlih1529they [Ettacked Mienna. Hthe Murks
could@ttackWiennal@nducceed, [they[dould [dttack
other[@hristianlahd[Buropeanldties—like [Cbndon.[The
Turks[fosteredChreatChnxietyChnd (fearin[(Western
Europe.[They[verelhggressive LinCéxpanding Ltheir
empire[dnd[ihtolerant[dnd[druelltbwards[the[geople
theylcbnquered.h[Shakespeare’s[dlay, [the Menetians
havel[@thello,[A[flerceldnd[donvertedthercenary,[ib
fighttheféarsomefbeit[Cyprus.

“IHateltheMoor”

Moors[describelthe[medieval[Muslimihhabitants[of
theOberian[PeninsulalCand CONorth OAfrica, Owhose
cultureds[dftenCdalled CMoorish."Th[CEZ 1 1,Moors
invaded[(Christian[tribesCInCBpainChndCeventually
broughtliost[dfSpainlAnd[Portugal llinder[Iklamic
rule i @h [eight iear[chmpaign. [TheMoors[attempted
tolmovelthortheastLacross[ihe[Pyrenees[Mountains
butlereldefeated(dttheBattle[dfToursih[432.[The
Moors[tuled[ih[Spain[dnd[Bortugal, [dxceptfbrlsmall
areasinftheldorthwest, [ahdid[North [Africa fbrséveral
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decades. [hristian[states Hased [ih the[dorth [ahd Mrest
slowlyCextended[iheirCpower Cbver [$pain.[Galicia,
Leon,CNavarre, [JAragon, ClCatalonia, CIPortugalCland
eventually [(ICastile CbecameIChristian Cin[Cthe Chext
several[kenturies.[dThisCperiod CisCknown[CFor[Cthe
tolerant[dcceptanceldfQhristians, Muslims@nddews
livinglihltheldame[ferritories.[Th[(12 12[A[doalition[df
Christiankingsldrovelthe[Muslims[ftom[QentralSpain.
HoweverltheMoorish[Ringdom[dflGranadalthrived
for[threeloreldenturies. This[Kingdom[BZ[Known[ih
moderntimesdorC3uchlarchitecturalLgemsCas[ihe
Alhambra.[Onbnuary3,[1492,[theléader[dflthelast
Muslim[strongholdlih[Granadalslrrenderedtbarmies
of[Aldecentlyinited[@hristian[pain.[Theldemaining
MuslimsQlvere[forceddo[dkave [SpainCdr[donvert[io
Christianity.[These[descendants[dflthe[Muslims here
named moriscos.[ThelEnglishidouldHavelcbnsidered
anyldark[skinned[dnd/orMuslim[derson{évenfthey
converted[tb@hristianity) @Moor.

Theltitle[characterid[@dobleMoor/holdommands(a
VenetianUarmyUinOCyprus.CJEnglishOliterature Cof
Shakespeare's[fime[dommonlyLdiepicted[MoorsLand
other[diarkskinnedpeoplesCasVillains.CACacobean
audienceMouldRavelcbnsideredOthello Afiercelahd
frighteningldharacter.[(TheyQivouldhave [ho[frouble
understandinglvhy[Wenice [dends[him[Hofight[the
Turks.[Most[df(Shakespeare’s[Audiencevould[Tave
even[dhared[Brabantio’s[disappointment[dndIhgo’s
prejudicesabout[Othello. [But[Dthello[kLditimately
presented[sympathetically lahd [H[{[altéstament Eb the
playwright'sChumanismCandLdraft.(Throughout[dhe
play,[5hakespeare[Chas[thoroughly[tonsideredhis
audience’sperceptionsandCfor Clthe Cdmost Clpart,
ShakespeareldieliversWhat[kCéxpected [df (Turks, Cof
Venice,[dnd[dflAyprus.[Butlih[the Moor, [Dthello, the
audiencelgetsCanLlinexpected (hdndinprecedented
tragicHero.
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EngravingBlyMhomasRderlcfthelpghintingldhe
MeetinglaflOthellolahd ODesdemona” By Thomas
Stothard,[d1799.



] agoli3[dldharacterlthat[Bas[derplexed[dndldivided
scholarslahdartistsforlcenturies.[He[[alvllainable
tolduin[thelives[dflthose[droundhimDWvith[3Lsingle
suggestion—wordshith[do[groofltb[Backthemdp—
and[the [desult, four[dieaths, (hardly [deems [fo it [his
statednhotiveldflrévengelafterBeingldverlooked fbr[al
promotion.[\Whereldid[8hakespeare’shspiration[for
such[@[dastardlyldillain[domeffom?[Whyldoes[lhgo
enactslichltérriblelctimeslanMisfdiends?

“Didyoulperceive[HowheTaughedatHisice?”
Weltan[kee[theillainousChncestorsCbfllagolIn
medievallinorality Cplays.[These[plays, Ldevelopedih
15thickntury[Bngland, ldseldllegoricalldharacters[dnd
simple[Plots[ibfeachthe[3udiencelddpecific[thoral
lesson.[@haracterssuchds[Mnowledge, Strength@nd
Good[DeedsWouldldharethe[dtage Wvith [thedevil,
Death[@ndice; [dftenlthedvoldroupsWould[Battle
forOpossessionCof[Jaldman’sCsoul. CIThe Clsymbolic
charactersiWere[dotlmheanttb[HBeldeople;chtherthey
werelghysicallcépresentations(dfldifferent Mirtuesand
sins.[Theldnaracters[and[plothvereldonstructeddery
simplysbthatthe léssonaffihelplay Mould Beldear b
thelChudience.[EvillCtharacters Cvould Chave Ctomic
scenesltdlehtertainthe@udiencelasMell.

ShakespearelouldIckrtainly[Have séenthorality [plays
inBomeldormChslhewvas[rowingllip, CandLthey
influenced[his[Ihter Lvork.[The[dharacter [df[WiceGh
particular[id[gvoked[ih[sbme[df(Shakespeare’shiillains,
especiallythosellikelhgoMholsbmelstholarslsliggest
areevil[for[the[dakeLdf[BeingLévil.”Thgo[deems[At
times[dslihhumanlds[thedllegoricalfigure[dfWice,[d
personification] of (1 wickedness] descending] on
humanity (o [lempt[ankind Cand Ldiltimately Cdiefeat
virtue—butlhgolis[Human, [dlthember[dflsocietydnd
not[] ald oneldimensionald representation] of (1 an
intangible Chuality. W/hileClagoChasCinany Vice like
qualities, [Ais[dharacter it [fhrthoreldomplicatedthan
hislohorality [lay @hcestors.

“How[@mthen(@iillain?”
lagoLis[dneldfltheldost[Studied[AndDvrittenlabout
villains[Shakespearelcreated.[He[[d[dftenlcdompared [t
RichardOIl,Chnother Wicellike (figurewvho Chppears
muchlebrlier [ih Shakespeare’sichreer.[Richardtélisthe
audiencelfrom[theMery[Beginningldflthelglay,[71[dm
determined[tblgroveldQdillain.”[{1.i.30) [Richard's[dlear
motivationHorhisCinalice, Land [hisQlise[ofDViolence
through thenchmenfoLénactlhis devenge, [deparate
him[ftom [the[mhorelslibtle[chotivation@nd[strategy [df
lago.
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Similarly, devenOthoughO charactersOllike[dMacbeth,
Claudius[] Hamlet) CbrCeven[TAaron[the[CMoor] Titus
Andronicus)Chchieve CHeadlyCtesults[EhatCtivalldago’s
quartetlofLdieaths, Dlve(have[ALdifficult melfinding[3
similarly [cbnstructed [ counterpart in[d Shakespeare’s
other[dlays.[Usually theldillain[HassLfficient[@ndldearly
stated[hotivationfbrBis[Ections—Richard i3 [deformed,
AaronJandOShylockareostracized, JEdmundis
illegitimate—or[Beldemonstratessbmelsbrt[df[Hesitation
orlrtkmorse,[dsldo[Both WMacbeth@nd[Alaudius.[Atthe
very[lkast, [Shakespeare’sQlillains[3re[daught, Céxposed
andldisposed[dfLih[3dthanner[that [ [Hatisfying[fo[dAn
audience, Owhether[they[hre[Cburied Chlive[Cbr[Ctheir
disembodiedhead ik [broughtLdnstage. [(Not[do[ith
lago.



“WhatyouEnow, youknow”
Thelmost[HisputedChspect[bfdago’sCtharacters
motive.[Weléarn[darlylihthelplay that [He[Has[Been
passedldver[fbrld[dromotionlihfhvorldfldassio.lhgo
alsoLimentions[briefly[thatCheSuspectsCOthellols
having[@n[3ffairQvith [Bis Wvife [Bmilia. [References[to
thesefWolmhotives, [However, [dre[féw(dnddccurldnly
intiheLirstCBew HcenesLoflihe Cplay; [inanyLdcholars
arguelthat[@lotivestrongldnoughtblresultihFbur
deaths[should[Bavelmhoreldrominencelihtheldillains’
speech.[Many [df[this[dchoolldf[thought[@rguelthat,
likefheMiceBeforedim, Idgoidldriven By imotiveless
malignity,”[dr Beinglevil fbr [evil's[shke.[Theselstholars
claim[thatIhgoldoes[dot[deed[dlrkason(ibAct;[Heli3
eithersimply[dneldimensionally [evil, [dr[sblihtoxicated
by[His[dowers[dflchanipulationthatHeldsesdlllsknse
of[donscience.[Otherldeadersfeellthatlhgo's[dtated
motives[drelddequateltbldxplainBishdillainy, thatthe
combinationldfHeinglpassed[dverfbridromotionland
beingUcuckoldedare Cenough Lo Cdrive ChimCeo
malevolence.

Atlthelehdldf Othello,Mhenlldgo’siilainy[dlirévealed,
Othelloldemands[tbldnowhdhy[Re[Ras[donelit.(Thgo
answers:

[MMemandohedothing. W hatlu khow, ibukhow.
[MErom(thisfimefdbrthhleverMilllspeakord.

(T . ii. 355 3156

And[Heldoesn't.lhgo[@thkendffstageltb[Befbrtured,
butlit's[Aardly[donceivablethatMistbrturershill[det
anything[dutaf[Aim.This [dnlyadds b [durlftustration
regarding[Thgo’sfdharacter—not[dnlyldoes[helfhil[tb
clearly[drticulate[A[dotive[3t(the [Beginning Ldf[the
play,Cheltefuses[to[tespond CiwhenChsked Cdirectly
aboutlit[3t[the[énd.[The[Qudience@[dotlgivenlthe
satisfactionLofLa[teasonCor3eeinghisCpunishment
onstage.

“OBeware, [ohy[@drd, A dalousy”:
EngravingdflActBEtene BIaF OthelioBly
Malcolm[d Bhlaman,OR 16.
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“IEbllow HimEb[skrvemy[ElrnLiponBim”
Almostlaklimterestinglakhy [dgodoesWhat[Heldoes[id
how.[This [ ot[dGlillain With (B [dadre [df(henchmen;
lago’sLonetelper,[Roderigo, [k Lliltimately[Another Lof
lago’shdctims, [chanipulated(and(deceived kb flifillldgo’s
plan.MlorldoesIhgoldseMiolenceltbltkachBis[desired
ends—everythinglthatHappens[id[dlresult[dfldeception,
as[Thgolisleads[his[friends[Andthenldtands[Backfo
watch[thetarnage[that[Follows.[NotCbnly CisClago
capabledofdpersuading]Othellol of L1 Desdemona’s
infidelity [cherely[By[sliggesting[it,[Aeli3[dIso[spremely
clever[@nd[@blelibthink[dnMis[feet. (WelskelRis[Plans
changelandShiftCas[ihelplay [progresses.[(Whenlhis
originald planO to thwart[ Othello’sC] marriaged to
Desdemonalid[fbiled By [Herlitnpassioned[defenseldfQer
husband[eforetheSenate, [ThgoLduickly LshiftsCdears
andltargets[Qassiolakl@notherMaylib(gettd [Dthello.[He
hasBbeenllikened[tdElplaywright, shapinglahdldictating
thelplot[df[Bis[dwn[Play[fb[Ris[dwnleéndslusingldnly
words.

InIAgoldeskelAlsblidier’s[chpacity [fbr[Attack [dombined
withlhtelligence[And[dharm.Ihhuchthe[damellvay
thathlvelthight[ddmire[d[PainterldvhoRas[produced(d
masterpiece, [dudiences[dre[forced o ldecognizelihat,
despitehisChotivations, (agoUs ChCimasterful Cillain.
Furthermore, [MH[dnlytbtheldudiencethatlagolspeaks
honestly.[HelrkvealsHis[@lans, [thkesthe [shectators[ihto
hisldonfidence,[dnd, ih[d[strange vay [theldudienceli}
honoredfo[belalpartLodfiheldnaster's[planning.[The
audience@[gutlih[dn@wkward[dositionBy[thelrhiddle
ofthelplaylditimately[Becoming[dccomplicesfblhgo’s
plot,atchingthelgruesomelrésults.

Whether[theldnharacter[dfllhgoi3[dlayed[ds[d[rhodern]
dayMicelcharacter—alsymbolldfipureelilfor the [shke [df
beinglevillho [{rémoved ftom[the Mrorlddflthe[play—
or[dMitter[duckoldBentldnhdengeancelfbrtheldrongs
helHassLffered, [dnelthing@[certain: lhgo[id[dneldflthe
mostlcruell@andBrilliantBad [guysthat Shakespearelelver
created.



0 “Thelnethaflshallenmeshltherdallll amzssoms

Symbolism 1n Othello

by[QarlBecker.

lizabethansBlelieved[ihlréadinglspecial ltheanings

intoL3igns, symbolsCobrCevents.[They[thought
one’s[fate Ldould e [dead[ih[the Stars[and thatthe
naturalMorldIgaftencbntrolledtheir Ections. Knowing
thatUhisCaudiencevalued Clsymbols, CIShakespeare
invested[symbolicltheaningslintoldbjectsldrlelventsidn
stage[toheightendheirCdramatic Bignificance[and
helpltelilEdldear@ndldompellingstory. While[sbmeldf
Shakespeare’s[dymbols[3restill [dasily [dccessible [ [d
contemporary[dudience, [chany[dflthem[requirelus[tb
investigate[d what[ Elizabethans[] believed [ about
themselves[and[theMorid[@droundthem b [Heldearly
understood.[Throughout OthelloCShakespearellises
symbolsldsLdmenslarUignsLofLivhat[dharacterslare
thinking[@nd[feeling; [fbrldxample, Shakespeareldses
symbols[dshariedds[d [storm, [thelrilitary, [dsbider’s
web[hndChOady'sChandkerchiefCtoCheightenCihe
dramaticCeffectLofChisC3tory. CAtLirstLglance[hese
events[andLdbjects[hayHeemdrdinary[But[further
investigation[devealsnhultiple[dheaningshatCénrich

thelplay.

Earlylih[thelglay,[the[storm[that[defeatsthe Turks[3t
thelblandCofLeyprus, Dlviping[Lout[Othello’sCnilitary
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opposition, [duicklylrkestablishes[dature’sldominance
overd humanity.Od This would havell reminded
Shakespeare’s[dudienceldfltheir[kecentictory:[dfter
the[English[Navy Ldefeated(HheSpanish[CArmadalih
1588, Ckthelremainder Cof[(dthe [(ISpanish CifleetCwas
destroyed[By[Alstorm.[Hamiliar /ith [Ehis[story[dshdzell
as[talesCbfkhipwrecks[Chnd[tropicalCktorms[from
travelers[kxploringCthe[New W orld, CElizabethans
would[havel[dssociated[fhe[dtormQlvith [The[hatural
world’'sCphower[Cbver[(theirChctions.CoThe CstormCin
OthelloLéliminates[the[heedHordhilitary LAction[dnd
focuseslthel@udience’slattentionlantheldomesticland
personalCdramallinfolding[Cbetweenago, [Dthello,
CassiolahdDesdemona.

ManyOcharactersUin ~ OthelloOdefinedthemselves
through[the[rank, Corder Chnd CkymbolismCofCthe
military.[DuringBlizabeth’s[ckign [the[hilitary[Became
muchOmoreclearlyCdelineated OwithCthe[11586
publicationldf Armyl[@rders,[Hawes[dnd[Drdinances
setldown[By[RHobert[Barle[df(lleycester, [the[@ueenes
Maiesties[ Lieutenant[and[ Captaine[&eneralLofL her
armielLand [ forcesCin[theJoweltountries..T W hile
emphasizing[the CnaleCHdominanceCofLthisC3ociety,



theldhilitarytb/hich[@thello, [@assio[dnd IhgoHelong
provides(Shakespeare[With[dlearlyLdutlined[levels[df
masculinity[dnd [ 0Etrong8ymbolhat[definesCéach
man.lagolreveals[early[hthe [play [that[Heldas [Hassed
overlfbrldldromotionlib MieutenantMy[Dthello.[Wnlike
theloriginal3toryLonvhichShakespearelbased [his
play,[ihQWwhich[Thgo'shotivation[(for[devenge[domes
fromChisOoveChndCbbsession Dwvith (Desdemona, Cn
Othellollhgo’stliltimate [dhotive [deems o [be [thisObst
promotion.[HavingIbstthis[Honorkbassio, Iago[fels
helHasHeenl[stripped[dfis(status(asalohan. [This[slight
hasLdilently[Bumiliated lhgo[dndlihspires Mim[ib[seek
revengeldn[Othelloland[Qassiolattackingtheir hilitary
and[masculine[tatus. [(Beyond[ihis [professional [bss,
lago[dIso[fears [DthelloMas Cdone Mis [dffice” Ivith [Mis
wife, [Alluding o [dumors[that[Thgo’s Lvife (Emilialhas
betrayed[RimQWith[@thello.[Meanwhile [@thello’s[fear
that[Desdemonalhas[betrayed [himCwith CCassiolls
inadvertentlysupportedBy[Qassio’s [chilitary [Nosition 2k
Othello’s “lieutenant”[d because[ this[ positionl in
Shakespeare’sltimeserved(asthelchptain'sldeputyland
potential [ubstitute[ih [Ell[cthatters. [Th [this [dase [Dthello
fears[that[@assioHasslLibstituted [fbr[Him[ds[AHusband
with[Desdemona.[Ih[Bis[dublicationDeicester[defined
the[mhilitary [chnks [ds Mrell (s [ibgulations, [hcludingthe
regulation[dgainstldrinking[Broken By [Michael[Qassio.
WhenlQassio[[d[stripped[dflflischnkfbrHis[Behavior, [He
loses His[réason[for [ilvingM/hen[HeldsesHisthanhood
orteputation.” Unfortunately,[Becausethelleutenant
also[served[ak[Dthello’s[Adviser i [ohatters[df[discipline,
Cassiolalsolldsestheldnelpositionftomb/hichBelcbuld
campaigniblregainWis[status.[Thisleaves[dassioMith
noldhoiceButlibdsk[DesdemonalfbrHelp,[Providing
lagoith [the [perfect[dpportunity o [dpark[Dthello’s
jealousy.Ihgoldisualizes[thisLdomplicated [delationship
between[Othello,[Desdemonaland[Qassiolas[Alspider’s

web, [ih M/hich[BeMillCenmesh” them[dll. Shakespeare
creates[Hhelimageldf[dvebHodymbolize[dhelfrap
beinglhid By Ihgo, [dshdvell[ds[Thgo’srble[ds[@redator
while[@thello, Desdemonalahd@assio@reHis[prey.

Perhaps ] thed strongest] symbol] in[d Othello is
Desdemona’s[handkerchief, Mhich[sérves(ak@deapon
for[Ihgo’'sldcheme[3shivell[3s[ALpromiseLdflIbvel[and
fidelity [Hetweenlthe[charried[cbuples[dnd[thelihfidelity
and[betrayalOwith[(Cassio[Chnd[(Bianca.[Beautifully
embroidered Owith Ostrawberries, Clthe CDhandkerchief
containsCImagicih[thelveb, [As[OthelloLdescribeslit
havingBHeensbwn[By[dlsibyl, [drlthagical Heing, [Hefore
hislfhtherldavelit[ib[Ris[thother.[Blizabethanshiewed
strawberries[ds[@[Virgin[ftuit,”[sb thelstrawberriesdn
the[handkerchiefldould[dlsoldymbolize[Desdemona’s
virginity. 1When[d OthelloO sees] CassiowithCthe
handkerchieflandBelieves[DesdemonalHas[divenliftb
him,[Be[feels[Be[Raslbst[Desdemona’sIbveltb [dassio
through[ihelbssLdf[fhe[thandkerchief.[After[Othello
murders[Desdemona, (Emilia Weveals o [Othellodhat
shelfdund[thehandkerchiefldn thelgroundlahdigaveli
toerHusband. Emilia’sklling[Othello thelttuth Ebout
thelthandkerchiefldymbolically[destores[Desdemona’s
fidelityChnd[Dthello’sgealousyranishes. [With Cthis
spokenlttuththelsymbolismldflthe[Handkerchiefllbses
its[hagic[And[@thello[dealizesThgo'sLdcheme.[Einally
knowing, Llvithout[&ny [doreWignsHo Ldead, [ihat[he
“lov'd[otWiselyButtbo lvell” [ih[Willing[Mesdemona,
OthelloWills Mimself.[Hdnly [Dthello[Badldontinued b
demandCbculargroof” [brldveryldccusationthade By
lago,[IDesdemonaldmightlhavellkurvived CandCthe
tragedy [ beenlaverted.[In[hn[Clhgewhenpeople
believedsignslandsymbolsfbretoldltheir fatesandthe
future, Shakespearevarns[his[Qudience ot [Ho [frust

symbolsohorelthan theirlawnlelyes. 'S

PatrickStewartEs[DthelloEhd [Phtricedbhnson @k Mesdemonal@ The
Shakespeare[Theatre’s[1797 [droductionlaF Othello.
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[Who'stb [ Blame [fborIDesdemona’s

EngravingBy SeymourEaton, IHOO.

D uring[Bhakespeare’s[timeCmarriage[Qwvas[hot
always[3dsblemnldontract[BetweenBvolbvers
butUwasOmoreOoftenanCeconomicCtransaction
between[families.[MarriageWas[PBerceivedds[A0Llvay
for(thelBwvo hmilies[fb[ddvancethemselves.[Barents
wouldlarrangelmharriages [forltheir[childrenthatdere
financiallyLdr [docially[ddvantageous, then[provide[3d
dowry[to[belgiven[to[the [ touple.LoThe[Howry,
generallyih[thefbrmLdflthoney,[doods[drlproperty,
wouldLgive lhe LtoupleHinancial Bupporto[begin
theiridedded life.

Lovelas[dotaldecessarylihgredient fbr@betrothal. [
was L expected[thatCove CwvouldCrowbetweenh
couplel3fter[tarriage, [ProvidedBothBusband[And
wife [Lilfilled [their[éxpected [bles.[By [Thw, [3lIjoung
womenWeretheldropertyldfliohen.[Growingp, they
would[Belthel[propertydf[the[(Beaddfltheir[family,
mostldftenlthefhther[drldidest[Brother. (W henlthey
married, Clwomen[Cbecamellthe Cproperty Cof[Ckheir
husbands.thvasthelWife’s[dutyltb ltbmain[dbedient
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to[herusbandlih[AlIthings; [t Lvas[thehusband’s
duty o [be[AHairCandClinderstandinglinaster. [INot
everyonelddhered[do[theseldoles[drdules, (butlit [k
throughthislexpectation [dflduty[@ndHonor[thatlthe
audiencein[dShakespeare’s CwouldChaveOviewed
Desdemona’slaktions.

Such@tansactionbdrouldMaveBeenpreciselyd/hat
Brabantio[planned [for[Chis[Haughter.[ HeOwas[h
powerfullinanlih[Wenice, (dnd[IDesdemonaivas [his
onlylchild.[HeMouldHavehderylchrefullylconsidered(d
marriage[thatdouldBethost[ddvantageous[fbrthe
family[dame.[During[this[@eriod [dflialianHistory, the
economylekperienced@Rugeshift i Mealth flom the
nobility kb thetherchantldass. Bowerfullhenslich [Es
Brabantiolould[Haveldoncerns[@boutlduaranteeing
thelfinancial[skability [dftheirl[descendants.[Brabantio
hadldnly[dnelchanceltb[ddvanceHimselfthroughHis
offspring.[Mesdemona’s[dloping[dot[dnlylrbbbed[Her
fatherCbf[ChisCtrust,CbutChlsoCbfCpotentialCpower.
Othello, [As[an[dutsider[@nd [@chember(dflthe[mhilitary,



LaurenceDlivierab [DthellolahdMaggie Eith 2k
Desdemonalid[Eh[REC HmbdrsionlaF Orhello, 1955.

haddofhmily[drldreathdealth.@hBrabantio’sldyes,
and[perhaps[ih[fhose[of[Shakespeare’sCadudience,
DesdemonalBadlWasted[Ber[fhther's[rhostMaluable
propertylan[anobody.

When[ Othello describes[] his[I courtshipd with
Desdemona, [HelpaintsBer(ak thelpursuer.[Bachltime
helchmeltd bdsit[Her fther, khelould Beghim kb kI
her[@boutMis[ddventures/hich[sheldevouredWith
alCgreedylelbr.” Suchfbrwardnessldnlaldoman’s[part
would[Chave[been[tonsidered[3candalous[iolthe
upperldiasses[ih[BothItalyldndBngland[duringthis
time.[Brabantio[believes[1thello[has[performed
witchcraftCitoCkeduceCher.[WWhen[Desdemonalls
broughtBeforeltheDukelshelspeaks[dflAerHivided”
duty.CANd[sb [mhuch [duty(3s nhy [thothershowed,/ [To
you, [preferringou(Before[her Father,/[Soldhuchl
challengeOCay[profess/[Duelfothe[Moor[iny
lord.”[,iii,2 1521 8) (Mesdemonaldoes[hot[dpeak [df
desireCbrCove, [(theessCdmportantChspectsCbfCh
marriage.[Shelteminds[Brabantiolthat[thereWas[3
timeld/henl@notherldroman, Herlthother, [dwed[Him
loyaltyldver[Herldwnfhther.Nowlthat[Desdemonalid
marriedshelthustlshow[D@thellothelduty[dwed[Him
as[Ber[Busband.This[dicture[dftheliteal LWife Wins
overltheldourt[@ndDesdemonalis[dermittedtblstay
with[Othello.

As[tleverChs[DesdemonalprovesLin[thefirstCAct,
straight[dced Brabantio Mould Havechised [Her fd He
alfypicaldounghlvoman.[ThisouldBavelihcluded
Christian[teachings[that[temindedlvomenChgain
andldgain[thatthey M ere[dot[dnlylihferiortblrhen,
butltheyMrerelalsotheMorkldftheldevil.(Thelchurch

believedathatfimefhatLlvomenhiveredhelonly
imperfectiondinLdGod'sUcreation.CIManypeople
believed (thatClwvomenOvere[(thereforeCbyChature
more[dptliblstray[@ndléadsinful lives. [t M/asptb
themtb[strive fbrMirtueldt[dllfimessincetheyldould
fallltb ice [sbleasily. [DesdemonalHad@readyshown
thatlshelas[chpableldflgiving[lihtb[Herldesire. ldgo
usesihisHo[donvince[Othello[Hhat[Desdemonalik
capable[bflyetChnother[Heception.[Desdemona’s
priorCactions—deceivingher[father—give[lagoLihe
prooflthatldheldould[Againldeceive[dnelfbLvhom
sheldwes[Her[duty.[Bor[Shakespeare’s[audience, [this
reasoningUmightChaveassignedsomeCofClthe
responsibility [tb[theMMictim; [dccusing[Desdemonaldf
herldwnldemise.

DesdemonalahdQthellolekistldutsideldflcbnvention,
and[perhapsthis[[thelfransgression[Shakespeare
cautionsChgainst.(While[CDesdemonalimightChave
deceived[herather[ih[narrying COthello, ive [3ee
throughoutltheldlay[dothingBut@bsolute [devotion
to[Her[Busband.RightBeforelsheldies, [Desdemona
speaksvithCEmiliaCon[he3ubjectLofLdesire.[She
cannotldonceivedhat[it[kpossible forCaLinarried
womanlbldve@lohandtherthanHerHusband, &s[d
modernlhudience UmightChlsofind Ot LHifficult (ro
conceiveldfDesdemonalds[Anything[dtherlthan(3
victim[dfldlttagiclhisunderstandinglandtheHeinous
manipulationdflthetduth. 'S

i
EngravinglafiDesdemonally[@narlesBeath, dom 7he
HeroineslafShakespeare [1B48.
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Classroom Connections

[, 7 TimeB©OnMySide

Othellolthkes[dlacelihAeryshortlamountldflfime.ldgo’s
manipulationsiorksbhdellldn[DthellolthatHel3[E@bleltb
descend[ftomE@ldving, ftustinglrelationship Mith His ife
intoljealously[and[ihadnessih[dlmatter LofChours. CAsk
students[ibthake [fimeline[df[dventsih[the[play.[How
muchlfimeldoLjouthink[passes[Betweendcenes? [How
longUOhavedOthelloOandODesdemonallactually Clbeen
married?Belsbreltblihcludetheldetails(dftheldst[dFbund
handkerchiefldnour[flmeline. W/ hat[discoveries[do[ylou
make[3bout[theléventslih[thelplay[By[happingiLdut?
Whatldolybuldiscoverlabout@thello?[Aboutldgo?

A ' The[Psychologydflago
At[the[Cend[bflthelblay, ivhenChskedvhyChelThas
committed ChisCheinousCtrimes, Clago Csimply Chnswers,
“What Gdou [now, jou [Bnow” [And B Ikd[dffstage[tb[Be
torturedlihtoldonfession.[TheldudienceldeverI&arnslthe
outcome.[AskStudents[fblimaginethat[they[3re[Thgo's
psychologist. What [chight[His[diagnosis[Be? [Ask[students
tolfindsbipportlihtheltextFbrlspecific[symptoms.[onsult
alOwebsite[likeCdnmha.orgUforCbasicCdmentalChealth
information.

[, 7 Blacki@White

In OthelloBhakespeareléxaminesthemes[af[Black[dnd
White, ClbothCmetaphoricallyCland Clin Ckerms CofCracial
relationships.MHave [HtudentsLdoLdn[dHcavenger[hunt
throughltheir Ekéxt[df OthellolEbrlanyilages(drlréferences
toldither[Black[drWhite.[@nallengethem kb [find [Et (éast
tenldflebchlcblor.MMhen(cteate ivolikts [dn theBoard, [dne
ofléachldolor,[dfldverylreference [students fbund. MHow
many[dfltheseldrelrhciallilnages? [How [chany[are[iinages
ofhature, CémotionsCar[fime? (¥ hat[does[Shakespeare
seem[ibBeshyingldboutBlack[@nd W hitelih Othelloland
howldoes[durlohodernlgerspective [Affect[durhMiew[dflthe
play[@ndMow[DthelloB[freated? MIDo[students[seeldny
correlations[BetweenShakespeare’shdvorld[@nd[durldwn
andbhy? W hat[i[dithelttaditional cble [df W hiteldr Blackih
literatureland b/hy? MHow [mhight[the [themes[dfBlack[@nd
White[BeHighlighted i the [productionltheylare laboutfd
see?

[ forelthepbrformance...
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Reality[HecomestWisted[fbr[@thello[HecauseHellktens[tb
whatlagoltelis[Him[andBelieves/hat@dppearstbBelftue
instead Cbflinvestigating[(thekruth CforChimself.[C Have
students[divide [ihto[droups[dflthree.[Bach[droupshould
chooseldlstorytellerbdrho[shouldshare[d[Brieflttuelstory
about[komething[theyexperienced.[dMThe botherCkwo
membersldflthelgrouplohustléarn(iheir [storyland[drepare
totell[itd thelclass.DAfter @bout [five mhinutes [dfréhearsal,
theldass[should[dome[Backlibgether.[Bachthreelperson
grouplstandsih[(frontLdf(theldlass.[One[3t[Afime,[dach
personlinCalCgroupLellsCthe BameS$tory.[EachCgroup
member’sldbjectivelidtbldonvinceltheldassthattheydre
thelfruelStoryteller.CAfterCéachrioCperforms,(iheldlass
mustDlote[dnhdvholthey[Believelid [tkllingtheltruth.[M/hy
didhel¢dlassihink helpersonheyL¢hose[as[being
truthful?[Afterkévealingltheactuallstoryteller, discussbny
orblvhy[Aotltheldassthay[Bavelduessedldorrectly. \What
kind[dflghysicalldrMocalldommunication[rkveals[theltiue
storyteller[Andthelfhlse[dnes? [Miscusshow[Thgolhight
appearfolbel[telling[the[truthlvhenlying,Chnd[the
differences CbetweentealityCAnd OWwhatChppears[iolCbe
reality b Dthello.

|, - symbolismh Othello

Whathre[kome[bflthe CmajorCkymbolsUin - Othello?
CommonLadbjectsLdomelio[hold[greatLineaningLaslihe
storyldnfolds.[MeadstudentsihE@ldiscussion[dflsymbolsith
thelplay, lhcluding[the[@andkerchief,[Desdemona’s[Bed
sheetsCandlihelIgreenlely’dtinonster.” LAsk$tudents o
designlalposterfbrlalproductionldf Othello, choosingldne
symbolltd fbcuslanihattheyféelrépresentsthelstory.[Ask
students[itolpresent[theirCvork, CexplainingCvhy [they
chose[thelCkymbolCthey[Wid, ChndChow[they[feel [t
communicates(thelmheaning[dflthelglay[tbld[drospective
audienceldmember.[Pleasesend CexamplesofClyour
students’Morkltd MheShakespeareTheatre!



Classroom Connections

[ After lthe pbrformance

/; ' The[Pends.Ehe Sword

lagoLéxplains[fo[RoderigoLthat[helis[CangryCat[being
passedldver[fbrd[dromotion[grimarily[Because@assiolid
anChrithmetician,” that(d, He [Has[studied thelart[df Mattle
in[books[but[doesChot[haveéxperience[bniheTield.
Brainstorm [Bwoists[df[dccupationsWith [the [dlass:[dne
that[Benefits[(from[horelscholarly[Book[Bnowledge, [the
other[fromdealbdorld[éxperience.(What[differences[dan
youlFind[betweenkhe Ckwolists? (MW here[Cldoes[the
occupationldfflieutenant”Belong?

A ~ Racism
ALldirectorCtannotChpproachCalproduction[bf Othello
without[éncounteringlksues Lof[dace(dnddacism.Olead
students[ih[3[discussion[3boutDlvhat[dacial[ksuesvere
broughtldiphhelproduction.(What[diecisions[did[(the
directorhake fhat[hay[have [dhallengedLdr [deinforced
students’[@xpectations[dflthelglay? [Ask[studentstb[Hreak
outlihtolsmallldroups[dnddiscuss.Mhendsk[students[tb
interviewldach[dther[About[theirldwnléncounterslWvith
racism[drlaltime M/henltheyMerelaskedtblconfrontlchcial
issueslihtheir[dwnllves.[Studentslchnhdrite[honologues
about[theirCbwnCbrC&achlbthers CéxperiencesCand, Cif
desired, [presentthemltbihelgroup.

/,& Deception (& Truth—Rewritingthe[Ending

Evenlihlthelfhceldfltbrture, lhgorkfusesltbldelvelihtoHis
reasonsfor[theldreat[deceptions[that Lheldrchestrated.
Ask[studentsiblimaginelWhat[Ihgo's[hotivesthay [Have
been.Havelthem[rkwriteltheldnding[3s[ifllhgo[tbld[Ris
side[df[thelstory[ib [the[droup.IHowldouldtheldthers
reactbBis[darrative? I [their [AnythingThgo[dould[say
thatMouldohakehim[alohorelsympatheticlcharacter?

/. = Othellolan[Eilm

INnO 995, aurenceFishburne becamedhe irstCAfrican
Americanto[play[dOthelloCbnscreen.[PreviousCmovie
OthellosncludedCgreatCactorsBuchCas[Orson[Welles,
Laurence[@livier,[3nd[Anthony Bopkins; [3lI[ih [thake [Up.
Whyldid[iilthkelsb Ibngfbr [Dthello b HeldortrayedBy[d
black[dctor[dnflim?Howldoes[dur@istory[dffecttheldrt
welcreate?

21

I ' TragicBero

Whold[the[Herolih[Dthello?Ihldarly[Greek[Playsslich [Es
Oedipus,[tragediesCvereChbout[thefragicCherolvho
causedlhisCbwn[CHownfall.CTThe[dragicCheroChadlthe
potentiallfbrldreatness[Butlas[doomed[Byfateltb [{hil.
Despiteisfilure, thelttagic[HeroMinsElthoral Mictory[ih
theland. B [@ny [dflthis[ftuefbr[@thello?Was[Heldoomed
orlunlucky?

A ' Reputation® SocialStatus

In Othello,Icharactersldependluponltheirsbcialstatusahd
reputation[fbrltheir[Bappiness.[(Ihdeed, [the[Happiness[df
lago, [CassioLand[Othelloldependsponhowltheyldre
perceivedByldthers.[Thgoldovets[Cassio’sLadvancement
and[lises[his[deputation[ds[anhonest[hanHo[dieceive
Othello,[Cassio’s [deputation [k Marnished Cand [his[3ocial
status[@[bst[By Thgo'slihsinuations, [@nd[Dthello’s [fear [df
beingHeenldshWeak[fLiels[Ris[thgedgainst[Desdemona.
Why [[@reputationlslich [@BigEactor fbrthese [characters?
Doyouldhink[he Htory vould Chave [heenLdifferent CiF
Othello[Bad[dbwersbcialstatus? [Blow[doesreputation
affectGourife? Ok LourhappinessLdependentiponLdur
sociallstatuslahd(réputation?

/

L]

' Loyalty&dealousy fhRelationships

As[Othellols[inanipulated by [lago’sLies, Lhe[(becomes
moreldndlthorejéalous[dflDesdemona.[BvenlthoughBe
beginstbltteatHerctuelly, [shelrémainsldyal. Idnaginelybu
are[Emilia,[Desdemona’sldoseftiend, Th[Act[/Scenel3.
What[ddvice MrouldouldivelHer[@boutHerlrklationship?
What[fyouQvere[Dthello’'sCdloseHriend, Livhat Cadvice
wouldouldiveimQihenQjouldbservedhis[Behavior?
Write[d [dcenelihWhich [dne[dflthe [chajor[dharacters[df
Othellod approaches youl about[ their[ relationship
problemsCandyoulgivehemCadvice.[HowDvouldthe
outcomelbfl theStory[Ehangeldf[(they[Followedyour
advice?
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