Synopsisldf [ ove’sl] abor’sl] ost

LongavilleldndMumainehavedwornldndath[ib

live[dnd Btudyogetheror hreeyears.Ln[ihe
interestLaf[dcholarly Cpursuits, [ihe [dnen dow o [fast, (o
sleepdnlylthreeBoursdldight@nd, [chostitnportantly, [tb
abstainflom[thelcbmpanyldfidomen. Berownelguestions
thelskverity [dflthe [dathButlkigns(thecbntractdespite Mis
reservations.[donstableDull, [the Idcalldfficer, [Errives hith
his[@risoner[@ostard.[dostard[HasHeendpprehended [for
consortingWith[heldountryhaidaquenetta, (ihereby
breaking[the[dewIhw[dgainst[docializinglvith[women.
King[Eerdinandldrderslthat[Costard [Be[put(ih thelcustody
of[Mon[Adriano[de[Armado,[d[paniard [Rnown For [his
boasting.

K ingBerdinanddf[Nlavarre@ndMisIbrds[Berowne,

As[Don[ArmadoldonfessestbHis[skrvantMothlthat[He i
inOoveOvithOJaquenetta, LConstable CDullChrrives Dvith
CostardlahdThquenetta.Heldelivers[@ostard b [Armado’s
custodylandlléaves[tbthke[Thquenettaltbtheldark/here
sheldill[Belemployed (ak[aldairymaid. Before lhquenettalid
led[dut,[Armado[mhakes[glans[tblmheet[Ber[dt[HerIbdge.
MothtakesQostardawaytb[prison.

The[Brincess[dfBrance@rrivesiWith[BerIhdies,[Rosaline,
Katherinelahd[Maria.King[Eerdinand dgreetsthemBlut Miill
not@llowithemdside His[cburt. MhePrincesstellstheKing
thatlshe[Has[domeldn[BehalfldfBerfhthertb[dollectthe
repaymentLofChloan.[The [King[Cdenies[teceiving[the
money, [And[the[Brincess[dalls[for[herldervant[Boyet[tb
retrievelthelreceipt. Boyetlihforms[theBrincess[thatlthey
will[dot[Be[dbleltbldetthelrkceiptldntillthe [dext[day.Th
thelmheantime, [thelAdies[sétup ténts[in the field ahd King
Ferdinand[Chssures[Cthem[CkheyCwillCbe CwellCkreated.
BerownellandORosaline CsharedaCfew Cwords, Cwhile
LongavilleCAnd[Dumaine3howlinterestLin[Marialand
Katherine.[CAfter (the [King Chnd [his[lords[leave, (Boyet
remarks[dn[Bow[the[King[seemed[tb [Belthkenith[the
Princess.

DonlArmadolftees[Qostardffom[grisonlih[dxchangelfbr
delivering@lldve létter [td Uhquenetta.[As[dostard [{labout
tolldaveHeinslihto[Berownel/ho [Esks[HimEb[deliverd
letter[td Rosaline.[Qostard [@aves[td [deliver the[dtters, @hd
BerownelcbnfessesHis[dvefor Rosaline.[Jostard[fihdsthe
PrincessldndBerddies[Hunting[@ndmhistakenly[dives[the
letter flom[Armadotd the[Adies.

Thelpretentious[¥choolmaster[Holofernes, [ the[thurch
clericlMathanielLAnd[Constable[DMull@reldiscussing[the
deer[shot ylthe[Princesshd/henldostardldndThquenetta
arrive.[Thquenettalasks[Holofernestbrkad thellétter [sent
byMon[Armado.[As[Holoferneslreads, [Reldiscoverslit[i3
thelétter[ffom[Berowneltheantfbr[Rosaline.[Holofernes
tellsithemftd [deliver the [8tter td King[Eerdinand.

Berownel[dlcbmposingladnothersbnnettbRosalineb/hen
helskes[theKingldndldecides[ibdavesdrop dnBim.[The
Kinglb[deading[dOktter [hat[he has[Ldomposed[io [the
PrincesslWvhen[helbverhears[longavilleLéntering.[The
KinglhidesCas[longavilleLCprofessesChisLlovefor[Maria;
Longaville,[inCkurn, Chidesand CoverhearsCIDumaine
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professHisldve forKatherine.[@neblyldne, the lmhenlcbme
forwardtbstoldthoseltheyHaveldverheard. [Berownelid
the[@sttdstepldutlahdirébukelthe mhen[fdrtheir Betrayal.
As[helk[hdmonishingtihem, CLCostard Cénters vith[ihe
letter.[Berowne's[dwnbvelid fbunddut, [And[Belddmits
his[duiltltb theldthers.[Berownethenldonvincesthelthen
thatltheyrhustldive p[their[dathsih[drder b Euly find
themselves, [And[thelbrds[skt[dffltboolthe lhdieshdith
dances,linasquesCandLéntertainment.[The[KingLdrders
Armadoltd[providelehtertainment. [Armado [cbnsultsMith
HolofernesOwho [suggestsCaldpageantCofCitheCNine
Worthies.

Thellhdies[drelshowingldach[dtherlthelgresents[sentib
them By theldrdsM/henBoyetlehterskd el themthatthe
King[@nd[his[then@reldomingldisguised[ds[Russianstb
courtlthe&dies.The[Princess[decides(tb [fbil [their[plan By
havingldachDhdyOlvear [d[hask[dnd[dxchangeltheldifts
sent[ibthem.BachIhdyLdillhvear[@nother's[gift sb [that
theKingl@ndMisUordshdilllohistaketheirIdvefbrldnother.
Thelthen[drriveldndlantertain[@ndldanceM/ith the dadies,
and[thenCbnelbylbneltheylbreak[bffLtoIvooltheir
respective[dves.[Oncelthe lnhenléave, [theMomenldiscuss
what[the[thendaid [Bnd [determinelib Lddicule themEbr
their[thistakes Whenltheyreturn.[The [Ringdnd[Misthen
returnand[drelchockedBytheladies.[ostard[dntersldnd
introduceslthelphgeantldffthe Nine[Worthies.

Thelpageant[3[ihterruptedBy[dostard slAnnouncement
that[UaquenettallisClpregnantCbyClArmado.CJArmado
challenges[Qostard b [AlduelBut @ [ihterrupted [Bylthe
messenger,[LMercade, CbringingChews[Cbf[ the[KingCbf
France'sldeath.TheBrincess[thustléavelthat[shmeldight.
The[King[kries [lto Clcontinue ClwooingCland Cproposes
marriage, [but[he s [teprimanded by the[Princessfor
breaking[Bis[first[dath.[MheBrincess[statesthat[@[HBe Lill
spendCaullyear nh[hemote hermitage, Chwayfrom
worldlylpleasures, [she Mill[Have [im. EachMoman [ flirn
givesSimilar[iltimatums, b Lvhich the[hen [dgree. [The
performersteturn[tosinglChinal CSong ChfterCvhich
everyonelgoesltheirskparatebdays. E
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theirfinestbdorks[dn[skories[thatBavediready

been writtend or performed.] William
Shakespearelvas[holéxception.[Shakespeareldften
“borrowed”UstoryOlinesfromOotherCauthorsCas
inspirationforChisCplays.[$hakespeare[lLisedCinany
popularlstories[tb[flielHis[dlotMihes, [ihcluding[Roman
playsObyTerence,dOvid's Metamorphosestdand
Holinshed's  Chronicles,.]1 andd hed even[d sought
inspirationffom[theBible.[Anotherinportantsburce
fromQhichhelhay[havelderivedhisLdharacters[ik

T hroughoutistory, Mriters[HaveHasedsbmeldf

tales[ffom[theldchalianttaditiondf commedialdell’

arte.

Commedialdell' [drte[Began[3s[ftalianstreet[theatre,
and[is[drigins[dan[BelttacedBackds[fr(dsthe[14th
century. CommedialglaysidereldresentedBy[fttoupes
ofChctorsCtraveling[togetherfromdown[to[town
performinginCpublicCOspaces, Clsquares, Clfields Clor
markets.[Mnlike[Shakespeare’'sldlays, commedialgiays
werellimprovisedCaround CanCoutlineCwith Cstock
characters[dndldomicBits[dalled /azzi[Rlotines[dnd
characters(from commedialdéanbeFoundlihlinany
popularfformsCofLéntertainmentlévendoday.[Stock
characterslih commedialihcludeddervants,[hasters,
loversldndloherchants.[Theselcharacters[arelthe[Heart

1

againOinOdifferentOstoryUlines.CdMost  commedia
performanceslidcluded Bltd M0 stock characters.

Onelaxampleldfld commedia stocklcharacterfbundlih
Love’s[llabors[llostlit[the Innamorati or[thellovers.
Thellbverslih commedialplays/atebdealthydobleshdho
willldo[dnything, [dothatter [HowSilly [dr ddiculous, [tb
win[theldffections[dfltheir(dvelihterest.lh commedia,
theloversldoMothWearthasks[ike [chost[df(theldther
characters.[TheyLare[frue deadingCinenCandUadies,
wearinglthelohostfashionableldothingdflthe[day@dnd
speakinglihflowerylgoetry.lh Loves(labor’slosthle
find hotLodneBut[fourHetsLadflIbversfittinglhto [this
commedialstock[characterdescription.CLoversCin
commedialdftenCéxpress[iheir(dbovelfor[dnednother
throughUOlettersChndCpoems.CorhelloversUdn  Love’s
Labor’s[ I ostddotheCsame, Cwhich CkreatesClsome
wonderfullcbmiclchoments.

There[@re@Isosomelthiddleldiass[stock [dharacters[ih
commedia whoUOappearin Love’s[JlLabors[JLost,
including /I[Dottore and lI[dapitano.[Theseldnaracters
care[@boutltheirldwn€ocialladvancement[dbove 3l
else.[TheyWillldften[do[dnything[tb[thakethoney[dr
createlthelfhcadelthatltheyldrelsmarter(drHraverihan
theyldeallyCare. /L& apitano,Lorhe[Captain, Ok[best
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described[3s[A[dowardly[Soldier.[Heldften[pretends
that[he [k Oery[brave inanDvhohas oughtlin
numerous[battles; LinCteality, Che DisCh[Ltoward Cand
would[grobably [rlin[ih[fear [[f[HeMrere&ver fbrced b
actually[fightlsbmeone. //[dapitanoldftenlspeakslih[d
Spanish Ldialect, vears[a LStriped unic Livith Cdolden
buttonsldnd[d[feathered Bat,[And[Beldarries[d0bng
sword.[He[iks[also Chisually Clinmasked. [The[€aptain
commonly[dursues[Beautifulldlomenhdholdreltbtally
outlbfChistdeague[ChndOwouldCheverCreturnChis
affections..DonUArmadolIsChtlassic /[ Lapitano
characterUnChearlyCéverythingtheSaysCandCdoes.
Armado[skes[Himselflds[dldreatDWarrior et [dives[do
evidenceltblslipport[thisliinage.Helgretendstb[Beld
greatCmanChndChCgreat[3oldierCandCpursues[the
beautifulldJaquenettaWith [reckless[dbandon.[She, [df
course,[hasCtholhterest[Oh Chim Cand [his Cdireams Caf
wooing[herCgoLunfulfilled. CMuchUike LHLEapitano,
ArmadolB[skends@Bigljbke@nddibolltbldveryone
aroundBimlahd[sérveslakalgreatsburcelfbrldughs.

li[Dottore [drltheMoctor, [Bdnotherlstock[dnharacter
thatlappears(in LoveslLhbor's[bst. li[DottorelchnBelal
medicallddoctor,dlawyer orprofessor, Ldwho[is
unbearably[fompous[dndlbves[tb[HearHimselfthik.
Helduotesatin, [dsually[ihcorrectly, Butlspeaksith
thelutmostlcbnfidenceldespite isflubs.[The[Doctor[i[d
usually[dbeseldndldears[@hd/hiteldollar,[[Blackldoat
and[ablackhalflmhaskvith[A[bngvarty Lhose.[Th
Love’s[llaborsllost [Bolofernes@[d[Hpical /[ Dottore
character,[although //[Dottore sleble[lusually [EAfAther
to[bnelbf[ thel[1overs,(Avhich[Holoferness[hot.
HolofernesOerves[as[anCéducationallfigure[dofhe
PrincessUofJFrancedandOherOladies LinCwaiting.
Holoferneslpurportslid[Bealtéacher@ndlanlekpertlan
alllslibjectshdhen, [ih[rkality, [Heknows©ery[Litle.[And
muchlike //[Dottore [Bolofernesldrones[ondndldn
about[dubjectsthat[dre[df[dolihterestfb[thellhdies.
Holofernes[ohakes[&ndlessists [ih His[speeches, [sing
upwards[afl10ddjectiveslih[3dingle[honologueltb

describe[] something.

"t ThisO tooO isO a
characteristicC] of //
Dottore’slspeech.

FinallyCtherelaredhe
characters[d of(d the
servant class,
including Arlecchino,
Pedrolino and
Colombina whose
typesClaredfoundUlin
Love’s[JLabors[JLost.
Thel servant
charactersd in
commedialChreCbften
mischievousd and
causedproblemsfor
theird] masters.d0 In
Love’s[JLabors[JLost

Watercolor af //[apitanoBl Maurice
Sand,IB62.
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CostardOisOallclassic
copyldflthe Arlecchino
character—all witty
servantl] whol also
serves[as[ClanClerrand
boyLforChisChwealthy
master..1HeO isClvery
intelligenttJand witty
butOcanOalwaysClbe
countedCbn[to[make
little[d mistakes[] that
create[dhaos, uchCas
sendingldlbveldoteltb
thelrongCperson.[In
commedia, Arlecchino
(alsoldalled [Harlequin)
wears[ACinultilcblored
patchwork[] costume
andd ad snubldosed
mask.[] Thel[ classic
Arlecchinolcharacter[id
oftenBungry[@ndLwvill
dolanythingoLdgetld WatercolorldF /ibotoreByMaurice
bite Eb[Eht. Sand,IB62.

Jaqguenettald resembles] al] character known[] as
Colombina,[A[femaleldquivalentltb Arlecchino.[Shelid
oftenDdery[Beautifulldnd[thelsubject[dflbve[dndlist
from[skveralldnharacters[ih(thelstory. Colombinaldrears
alpatched, [thultilcblored[dresslthuchlike Arfecchino’s
costume.3helik[éitherCinmaskedCorDivearsCal3dmall
black[thask[thatGlstldovers[erladyes. Arlecchinoldnd
Colombinal3reldftenCéachldther's[Ibvelihterest[ih[3
commediall play,.d which reflectsl] Costard[] and
Jaquenetta’slcélationshipih LoveslLAbor's[[bst.

Finally, Moth,[Mon[Armando’sthithful [Servant, [Bears
similaritiesCltolalcharacterUcalled  Pedrolino.This
character@bimilarib Arlecchinoldnd ColombinalBut
oftenOackstheirOwitClnd CboldCkourage. CUsually,
Pedrolinolk[dhellessIchpable [Hervant[lo /[ Capitano,
which[Ok[iheCéxact[delationship (between [Moth[&nd
DonlArmado. Pedrolinoli[dsually Glouthfulldndldute,
the[kubjectClofCimockery[by [ the[bther[haracters
becauseldf(Ris(size. Pedrolinol@as@LWhite[dowdered
faceOnstead CbfChCmaskChndOwvearsCbaggyOvhite
clothinglthat(idiclearlytboBigfdr Him.[h LovesLabor’s
Lost [theldharacters[decide[tb[dast[the[dmalllstatured
MothlakHerculeslinlthelpageantldfitheNine[Worthies,
muchtbthe @musementaflthelaudience.

Thelbeauty[dflStockdharactersLik[Hhatltheyldontain
universallqualities[dr[stereotypes(that[dearly [everyone
canlrkcognize—and[dreldften[Borrowed By riterslih
subsequentdimeperiods.[Therefore[l[akes3ense
that[Snakespeare bdvould[se[stock[dharacters(ike[the
onesfoundUin  commedialldell arteCtoCtellChelp
illuminatethelideasahd themesafhis[plays. E
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I[hnguagelih Love’siLAbor'sLbst=

Fantastical

PLEASANT

Conceited Comedie -

CALLED,

Loues labors loft. .
hhm&uﬁﬁhﬁrhiﬁdﬂu

Title[@hgeldr Love Sﬂabor sbst,
1598Idvision.

Elocution:
Powerldflspeech;artlar

publicbeaking.

Euphuism:
Highlylelaboratelahd

artificialbdriting yle,
namedafterdbhnDly’s
Fuphues. [asiry
popular@Ehgland b
theIb80s, rhen
Shakespeareldasfitst
beginning kd rite s
plays.

Johnly:
(born[d1554, [died

1606)[Ehglishalthor;
knownlchiefly[fdr
wordylrbmances,
including Euphues, e
Anatomy/loFWit and
Euphuesahdllis
England bothd
affectedsdyle.

complaining[Be[Avashdonttbsheak[glain[And[ibthe [Jurpose, Mikeldn

honest[an[and[dHoldier, (And Lhow [ [he [urn’d Lorthography—his
wordsared allvery[fantasticalld banquet, justC] soCd many O strange
dishes”[[2.3.1821).[MenfllingihIdvelandldsing[theirskills [dfldlocution[id
notlddewl(storytblanydudience,[@ndlith LovesihborsilbstiShakespeare
uses(this[dlotldevicelrbpeatedly.[@neldflthe [filinniestthoments[dflthis[dlay
is[Moth'sldbservation,CTheyHavelHeenlatlalgreatfeastdfldnguages, [And
stol'nlthelskraps”[[b.1.3637).[MNearlydlldflthethenlih the[dlay [Have[their
hearts[stolenldnd[donsequently[Becomeldxtravagantly[Hoetical. Move[Has
taught[ihemtoCthymeCandbeCinelancholy”[]4.3.14).8cholarsCand ChudiencesLoften
commentlthatlthelhnguageldf Love'sllaborsllost isldifficulttbldnderstandldueliblihe
excessLofCpuns, Cdated bkesCandWerbal Cacrobatics.[However, Livhen youldemovethe
languageldnd[domicldevices, oudreléft Mith[Alstraightforward [Blot ith iktle [dramatic
tension.@heldlayskems(tb[Be [@aboutlAnguagelitself, [Andtheldlotldndlcharactersthereltd
give[dttoice.[CRussCMacDonald OwritesCin - ShakespeareLand[the[Arts[bf[language,
“ShakespeareLdevotesDlirtually Lévery[dceneldf[this[play [Ho [AnCeéxploration, Linuch Lof (it
conducted idonically, [dflthe[problem aflappropriate ekpression.” Mheldramatic kénsion, ahd
thereforelthelcomedy,[comesftomleachlderson’sstruggleiblekpressthemselvesell.[The
menlfirstluseldnguagelibldvoidlbveldndthen[3stheir[theanstbddvance . (Theldowns
employ[puns[@ndWordplayitb[dommunicatelthedoncreteldndldverydayldbjectsldfthe
physicalldvorldchtherthan[dbstract feelings.[Bor [Holofernes[And[Armado, the[thinking”
men,M/ordsldreHoththeltheans@nd(the lend.Theyrévellihtheir [Useldfldnguage, [Andib
thatldnd[dbuselit.[ThebdomenldrethestandardBearers[dfllhinguagelih[the[glay, Fuily [ih
command dfltheirblords[@ndhockingléveryoneldise’s[seldrhisuse. (With[dlI[df[these
languagelstyles(cbnverginglihlaneldlay, [dnelcbuldlebsily [dismiss [this [play @k Cbverwritten,”
butlréviewinglthelbhanylcbmicldishes(akthis(feast[dfllAnguages,”thelaudience[tuffed”
fulldithBughter.

I n MuchlAdolabout[Nothing,[Benedicklspeaks[df[laudiofllinglihldve,

ThelloversLdccupylinost CofLihe Lplay Dlvith Cover ihe Ebp, Léxcessively flowery [diialogue.
ScholarsLagree[dhat[Shakespeareivas[dnost [ikely[parodying[lheCartificial Célegance Lof
Euphuism,[@n[Hlizabethanstyle[dfDdritingrststarted By dohnlyly [that[dsed[dxcessive
poeticldevices.

HereliSahlekampleldfithe Celegant”lAnguagelflom Euphues:[The :EEEmErEErsiamsnns
Anatomy Wit bydbhnDyly: ?é B
Thelslin shinethponfthe [dunghillahd [MHot cbrrupted, fhe [diamond libth [ fhe ;£ =
fire@nd@Botldbnsumed, fhecrystalfbuchethfhe fbad End BMHot[Roisoned, the  § B ]
bird@rochilus Miveth [By fthe [thouth [df the [drocodileld@nd 8ot spoiled, [@lferfect  { & =i

wit[@Mever Bewitched With@wdness, Meither [@nticed With Masciviousness. R § [l e eries i
notCéommon OhatChe Cholm Oree BpingethCimidst dhe [beech?Thatdhe Dvy
spreadethdponlthehard&tones? (Thatthe [Hoft[featherbed Breakeththe [Rard
blade?#lexperienceBave[dotfhughtjoulthisouBave divedIbng@ndId¢arned
little;[dr [[@Ldour [thoist Brain [Bave [fbrgot il jJou [Bave Iéarned chuch@nd[drofited
nothing.But[flthay Be [thatyou [theasure [mhy [Effections By your [@wn Eancies, ahd
knowingQdourselfldither fbolimple b [rhise[the [slege By [Policy [dr[fboLdeakib
resist[the[dssaultBy[growess, Jou[deem[the [df[Es Mittle Dt (s [ourself[dr [Gf déss
force, [eitherlafkalllchpacitydrdfno [cburage.
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Berowne[himselfChdmits[they Bpeak vith (taffeta
phrases, sllkenltérms[grecise, [/Threeldil'd[byperboles,”
thatldnlybvorkiblputldfflthedhdiesfurther.[Hachldf
thelmhenldecidestbMritelalsbnnettd Misldvelih[drder
toLéxpressthis(ruefeelings.CALonnetlisCACpoem
consisting[df[14 Hines[ih[ihmbic[Pentameter.[English
sonnetslthymeldccordingliblthislsktheme: abablddcd
efefldgg, whilelthelrthymelsthemel[for[Haliansbnnets[id
slightly[different, thoughstillskrict. DumaineHaslthe
hardesttimelcbnformingtdthefdrm:

Onlalday, Eacktheday!
Love,ihoselohonth [Slever May,

Spied @Hlossom[passing fir

Playing i [the ianton &r:

Throughlihe ielvetIdavestheind,
Alllunseen,[dan(passagelfihd;

Thatlthe [dver, sick kb [death,
Wish’dHimselfthe [Heaven’s@reath.
Air,[quoth[Be, ihycheeks[ohay Blow;
Air,Mould [Ihhight fiumphsb!
But@lack!nhy[Hand [sivorn
Ne'erltblpluckthee Flomthy thorn:
Vow, @lack!fbr ybuthnmeet,
Youth[sb @ptfdpluck@liveet.

Do Aot [chliliflsin ik [mhe,

ThatEm fbrsworn forthee;
ThoulfbrMhomlelenObve M ould svear
JunoBut@hEthiopere;
AndldenyHimself fbrIbve,
TurningohortalEbr thy Idve. [V.iii.9918)

ThelLtomedyLarises(dromihesefeeble LattemptsLCat
poetry.[ Khakespeare[hlludes[to[ThisClown[konnet
writing[dnd[that[df{the[dreat[@enaissancelsbnneteer
Petrarch, whollvroteldomanticCpoems[fo[Almystery
womanihthe[rhid11300s.Theldentlementhustdéarn
thatIbve[[dothdon By their (taffetalghrases”[ds[the
princessldxplains[8arly[ihthel[dlay.[Bytheldnd[dflthe
play (the Cinenearn[iollise[languagetesponsibly,

losing[theldeed[tb Moo ith M/ordy[Hoetry.[ThellAdies
havelthughtfhem[dotlibtrusttbspeeches[denn’d, [/
Norlib[thelthotionldfld[dchoolboy'stbngue, LAL1.Nor
woolid rhyme, like[@BlindRarper’skbng!”[5.2.4025)

Oneldf[Shakespeare’s[fhvorite[domedic[fechniques[it
thelpun,[3nd, lvhile[Aimost [AlILdf(the[dharactersry
theirland&t[them, thelcdlownsBavethemhostsliccess
usinglpuns[ibldntertain.[®nelplace/here[gunsiend
toLvork[Best [t [ih [the[master[sérvant [elationship [of
Armadol] andMoth.OWithso manyoutldated
references, [Elréader(drl@udiencelthemberlcbuldspend
morelfimelih[thefbotnotes[ttyinglibfigurelduthdhat
everythingloheans.[Experienceltélls s thatlekplaining[al
joke3[rhrelyfunny.[Samueldohnsonter bdrotelthat
Shakespeare’slidveldfthe[dunhdasCithefatal[leopatra
forbdhich[Belbstthelorld,[Andhdasldontent tbllbse
it.”

Thelnost[LtomedyUinCthelplaylisCimined (fromCthe
simplestldfldharacters.LAmidst[theMerballdacophony,
the3mallCinomentsCofLDullCand[CostardCarevhat
audiencesldonnectlWiththelthost.[At[the[énd[dflthe
NinedWorthiesUrehearsal, [L1HolofernesCsays[1“Via,
Goodman[Dull![Hhou[hast[dpokenLho Lvord (il Cinis
while.”[Dulllcesponds, CNorlnderstood[doneldeither,
sir'[1(5.1.149@E1).00 ThisCseems,[d however, [ to[ be
Shakespeare’slihtention.Silence$[Isothelésson[the
lovers[hustIéarn. [They[dresbBusylhakinglinguistic
foolsldflthemselves, [they iery[dearly ldsetheldve they
areldfter.[Move'sAbor[idIbstinh &l [dfthe[doise. [Binally,
thelplaylénds[dotWith[Abyouslduadrupleldedding
butCaC3omberCpromise[bfLdevotionCandSilencelas
Berowne[B[drdered[ibldarelfbrthekpeechlesslsick.”
Solrhustlthey [Allfhst [Efter[dorging[dnthe[Banquet[df
words.

E

TheBhakespeare Him o, BhotoBy ChurieSparham.

KennethBranagh, MatthewOllard, AlessandroMivolaEhd AdrianTester Bk the [dur [rds A e Em
Love'slChbor sChbsd2000).
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PhotoBy[arolRbsegg.

JasonBhtrick Bowecutt, DallasRbberts, SkanPrattEhd Michael Medico Rvearah [Aath Bk The fdur [drds [ The Chakespeare
Theatre[dompany'sP94 @b [Foductiond LovesLhbors[hst.

swearingChnCbath o Ckach Cbhther.LOrhey Ckommit

themselves[to [hLlife[bf3tudy, owing Lo Bacrifice
worldlylgleasures[ih[pursuitldflacademiclgloryl@ndfame.
They[promisetd [studyday@nd[dight, [eht[ittle, sleep Iéss
and[seeldolWomenl[ibrthreeears. (With[theldrrival [df
fourIhdies b [Hheldourt, (the[hen[duickly [forgettheir
promisedsacrifice. [ TheirCldesiredfordthe[Jwomen
overwhelms[theirCdesire (for Btudy, Chnd CEhey Cdlevote
themselvesldntirelylib[thelgursuit[dfltheirlbves.[Atlthe
endldflthelplay, LivhentagedyBrings[d[dark[dhadow
overl[theljloungldouples,thethen[dre[dgainfbrced b
make[dn[dath[dflshcrifice.[Theylgromiseltb[Proveltheir
lovelbyiving (hLfe LdfLdervice orCaLyear, Livhile Cihe
womenmhourntheKingldflBrance’sldeath.[As[theldaths
increase i sériousnessflomthe Beginninglafithe play td
thelehd, [the mhenleéarn@boutltheihportanceldfinhaking
promiseslahdlthelcbnsequenceslafBreaking them.

I n Love'sllBbor’sLbst thefburldrdsBeginlthelplaybly

What[d[@h [dath?What[does[filcheantd Hreak [, Hothih
Shakespeare’s[fimeldnd[durl[dwn?Most[dfldsHBavelfelt
thelcbnflictBetweenldurlduty td keep [@lpromise@ahd the
desires[that[thakelds[Break . Whetherl[if's[d[dromise [fb
finish[d[Momework[dssignment[Beforeldoingldutvith
friends, [dr[Aldromiseltb thke [chreldflAldetleveryday, e
alllchake [dommitments[tb[durselves[dnd[dthersthathde
may[beltempted[to[break.[Despite [the[Fourdords’
commitment o LheirHtudiesLand heir Cdiuty (o Céach
other,[they[dach[Tkt[theirldesire (for[the[Mlomen[hake
themBreakfith.

Breaking[@n[dath, [dr[fhisely[dwearing, [t [dalledCbeing
forsworn.”[Anl[dath[d[&lshcred[promise, [chade Mith [God
orldnotherHolyldrlrévered[Beinglas@itness. [Breaking
an[dath[Baslhorel[skevereldonsequencesthan[Breaking
anléverydayldromise.Today, [Jeoplelthkeshcred[daths,
oftenChsCpartCobfLtheirCprofession.[Doctors[ takelthe
Hippocratic[Oath, sivearingltddoeverythingltheylchnltd
helpldldatient.[The President[dnd(dther[dfficials[thkeldn
Oath [df[Office, [dromising[ib[derve [thefeople [df[their
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country.[Witnesseslih[dourtlswear [ib [tkll[thefruth, the
whole[ttuthland[dothingButthe ttuth.[Breakinglan[dath
hasQeriousLdonsequences.[yingllinder Cdath[k[¢alled
perjury,[dndldoctors[And[gublicService [dfficials[danBe
stripped[dfltheirtitles[ifilthey[Breaktheir [shcred[daths. Ih
Shakespeare’sltime, Breaking@nldath chade M/ith[God[ds
alWitnessDwvas[@derioushatter—beingfbrswornhvould
severely[damageldldentleman’sHonor.h Love’slLiabor’s
Lost[elvenlthoughlthefdurldrdskblemnizeltheir Eistdath
of[study By [Kigning[theirldames[ih[@n[dfficial Book, [they
do[dotlthkeltheir fbrmalBond[sériously. W/ henlthey Break
their[daths, [they [dok[td [Berowneltd [drovide themMith &
way[ib[dxcuse[themselvesffromthis[Breachldflgromise.
Berowneldonvinces[them[that[dtudy Without[passion [i3
meaningless—and[ihat[therefore they[thust[pursuelthe
women.[With[that[deasoning, [the[thenthrow [dff[their
duty[ihpursuitlaftheir desire.

Thelohenlthensvearltheir[Undying ldveltbthe[Adies—but
thelddies, khowingldflthelbrds Iax[attitude kbward their
previousLaath, Cdannot[dake[Bhem Heriously.[Thellhdies
makedunCof(thellords by Ldisguising[themselvesCand
tricking[thellbrdslihtodwearingltheirbveltbthelWrong
ladies.@Mhelbrds[dreldoublyfbrsworn,[Baving[@reviously
broken[theirldaths[dflduty[dnddowBavingohadeldaths
of [dveltdtherongomen.

Atlthelend[dfltheldlay, [thel&diesfbrcelthelbrds[tbthke
their[daths[thorelSeriously.[Bven[thoughltheIbrds[Rave
beendnableltb Keep [their[dathsthroughoutthedvents
of(thelplay, (they[kach[akeChnCimmediate Loffer Cobf
marriage—theCmost[Solemnvow CbfCove. Cnstead Cbf
acceptingltheirldffers[dfltharriage[right[dway, [thelhdies
ask[thedords o [Hake Cinore (iime Lo [Ehink Cabout[Ehe
consequences[beforeQumpinglhtoL[dnotherLbath.[The
lords[promise[fblive[ALtear Laf[ServiceLAndHacrifice[fo
proveltheirldve.Thisltime, MeHopeltheldrdsichnuphold
theirCéndLoflihe[dgreement—living[alyear[ofCduty[fo
achieveltheirlife’sldesires. E



[Playing_ gprm

heplayMithinlalplay” [d[altheatricalldeviceldften
usedlibldarody,Mighlightldrléxamineldharacters

and[themesldflthelgreater(glay.[Thelfirstleixample
of[dldlay ithin[dlglayMas Mhomas®yd's ThelSpanish
TragedyWrittenih (1587, [dreceding Love's{Labors[Lbst
byOabout 100years.dThisOdeviceOwasOused by
Shakespearelih[<everallplays: [Blamlet[uses[thel[play 3t
the[Danishtourt[toltevealChisClncle’sChuilt;ln A
MidsummerlJ Night's(]Dream,[] Duked Theseus[d and
Hippolyta's[tharriage[3[delebrated With[d[derformance
of Pyramus(dnd[ThisbeBythelduidehechanicals;[3nd
theHetrothalldflMirandalahdEerdinand([@cklebrated i
TheTempesthith[A[pageant[dflthe[tuses.[h Love’s
Labor s bst lthe[play Mithin alplay [Hihe [Hageant [dflthe
Nined Worthies.[d Thed performers, [ like[d the[d rude

mechanicalsldf Midsummer,arelohenldfldldwerstation:
schoolmaster, [durate, [svain, [Jageldnd [attendant.[Their
audiencelid[thelMingldfNavarre, [theBrincess[df[Brance
andlthelldrdslahd[3dieshdhoattendthem.

TheNine[WorthiesMerelfirsthritten(dfltbgether[ihlthe

14th(centuryBrenchldpic[doem VoeuxldulPaonl[Vows
oflthe[Peacock)Byean[de Monguyon.dheyhdereldine
historicalldrlkgendaryfiguresltheantibltepresentthe
embodimentldflthelibleal, [dhivalrousDWarrior.[Threeldf
the[WorthiesCLdamefromhe[Ancient[Era:[Hector[Lof
Troy,[Alexanderdhe[GreatChndDuliusLCaesar.[Three
camel[flomthe[OldTestament: David, Ibshualahd Ilidas
Maccabeus, [dnd[thelfinallthreeffomthe[Qhristian[Bra:
KinglArthur,[dnharlemagnelahdGodfrey dfBouillon.

The Worthies from[thelAncient[Era:

\

Bustdflilius Qaesar, [ahilitary
and[pbliticalldader@ffAncient
Romed 00MEKBCE).

L TS

Ancient@reece356BP8ECE).

Mosaic AAlexander(he @reat, Ghilitary[cbnquerorlaf

Theldeath@@reek mhythologicalBero Hector Moy,

painted By PeterPhul Rubens.

TheWorthies from(theOldTestament:

Biblicalustration [@fIbshua, Kliccessor b [Moses, Mholdd
the [Hraeliteslidto [danaanid fhe [Dld Mestament.
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Hanukkah.

Judas[Maccabeus, Mholddthe
Jews[Elrdvolt Ehainst e Sleucid
Empired M55 BCE. ThisEvent [
remembered@ e lcklebrationaf

Michaelangelo’s David, e
mostBmouslithage e
Biblicalldefeater @fQoliath.



The Worthies from[the[Christian[Era:

Portraitlafldnharlemagne, ho
brought@nristianity b ELirope,
paintedBy[AlbrechtDurerd b 12
CE

CE

GodfreylafBouillon,kdholddhe
FirstQrusadelid Ikrusalem @96

King[Arthur, Ehe [dgendaryEhglish
idealldfkingship@darlahdideace.

TheWorthiesherelaldopularslibjectfbrRenaissance
playslandldoetry. ThelParlementldfltheThreelAges is
the[iost[lamousCéxample, dhough Lt DvasDvritten
anonymously.[1Thed Worthies[ were[ conquering
heroes, [mhostly [dfrbyal Hirth.

Inlthe[dageant[dflthe [Nine W orthies, [the[derformers
havelldrgelshoestbil.[Theydreltheldowns[ih[the
play,[attempting[fo[portray [history’sCdreatDlvarriors
and[Heroes.While[thelderformersldre[dravelylskrious
aboutltheir kbles, [their [Hiunders[are[dlgreat [sburceldf
comedyfor[Both[dudiences:[thelKing, [Brincess[And
theirlattendants, @k el 3k the[Brger[@Audiencedfthe
play Love’s[llabor’s[lost.Within[thelplay,[the[doble
audiencelkUhotilling o Lgjive Ldhem [ALd¢hancelio
perform.[Thelplayers[dan[Barely[det[d[Hdentenceldut
beforelthe Theckling[Obegins.[dShakespeare,Has[a
playwright, llvas[donstantly Ldxamining[is[dwnldraft
inChisCplays.[Theldevice Ldflihe [play Mithinthe [play
may[fiveusChnCexampleCbfCvhat[Shakespeare’s
company[dndldther[dctors[Hadtbldndure[400years
ago.

WhileCplaysidithinlthe [playCinCbtherCéomediesChre
successfulldelebrations[dfltharriage, [(the[pageant [df
the[ONine[OWorthiesCproves[to(dbe[JalCkomewhat
awkward[thoice.[InChddition[tolteceivinghevere
hecklingrom[thelhobles, [the[pageantldfltheNine
Worthies[d[deverldompleted. 13 first [ihterrupted By
theldnnouncementlihatIhcquenettalidldregnant@nd
thenlby[fhelChewsLoflihe[KingLof[France’sCdeath.
Perhapsltheldxecutionldflthelglayithinthelglay[ih
Love’sl[hbor s[lost{rkflectsthe[@dwkward tbmanceldf
thelbvers.likethe[Pageant, [theIbvers'[dourtship[i}
interrupted.[ThelplayersCdoncludeltheirCpiece vith
twoldongs:[A[dialogueBetweenSpring[dnd[Winter,
representingCbothifeCAndCHeath, ChappinessCand
sadness.[] Perhaps[ Shakespeare interrupted [ the
pageant[dflthe[Nine[Worthiestb[Heightenlthelsknse
oflihcompletenesslatlthelend(df Loveslhbor’siLbst a
playihat[hel[thooses[tol&ndithout[thehappy
resolutionlaf@tdaditionallcbmedy. E

Photoldredits:[daesar, knohistorian faithweb.com; Blexander, kww.bbc co.uk/history: Bector, [Mmuse maconstate.edu; dbshua, ww.ironorchid.com; dlidas,
www.haggadasrus.com; [dharlemagne, ww.wga hu; [Godfrey, lehcarta. msn.com; KIng[Arthur, iww.legends.dm.net/kingarthur
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http://www.bbc.co.uk/history;
http://www.ironorchid.com;
http://www.haggadasrus.com;
http://www.wga.hu;
http://www.legends.dm.net/kingarthur.

en.wikipedia.org
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MaharishilMareshYbgi, [spiritual[dader.

"My [mhissionlih [theMorld[[HIspiritual

regeneration—tolrégenerateleverylohan
everywherelintothebluesldflihelspirit.
Theldluesldfithebholenesslafllifelare

purelcbnsciousness, [@absoluteDliss,

absolutellisslcbnsciousness,Mhichid

thelréservoirlaflallhisdom, the [alcean [af

happiness, [eternalllife." =2 [MaharishilMaheshYogi

maledcompanions, Berowne,[dLongavilleCand

Dumaine, undertaked all radical(] quest[] for
knowledge.llInO ordertod concentrated onO self
improvement[throughlrdgorous[study,[thefburlten
vowlihat[for threelykars, theylill[dotlske, [speakfblalr
bedith[@hdroman, Wil [fast[dncelderdeek@ndSleep
only threeHours[dernight.[Althoughlthey@lllagree fd
theseldonditions, [Berownelgredictsthatthey[dIILAill
break[theirMows.[Severallthodernlgroductionsdflthe
playlincludingihis[3hakespeare[TheatreLCompany
production)have ldompared[iheinendodhe[bnce
trendyldlevoteesLdf TranscendentallMeditation and
spiritualléaders[dffthe [East.

I n Love’sllabor’sllost theKing[dfiNavarre[dnd[His

The[Maharishilivas@nhdiandeacherldfLinysticism
and[spirituall@nowledge.[Th[1957,[HelBeganlsharing
his[@racticeldf TranscendentallMeditation,[d0ay [for
theldonsciouslthind kb [EhthomtheM/holechngeldflils
existence.[Mis[practiceshivere[hot[3 [Het[df[Beliefs,[3
philosophy, [difestyle[dr[dlrkligion.th/as[developed
asldlohentalltéchnique, [@racticed[tb [Echievelalstatelaf
blissCandChigherCwisdom.[The[MaharishiCandChis
practice[Becamefamouslih fhe[1960s[and[daved(ithe
way[fbrlibday'slAmerican[popularity[df[Realth[fbod,
yogalahdInhind Bodylawareness.

InCiheCplay, [Bhe[kingLand[hisCinenCattempt o Ldut
themselvesdfflftom[thelorldiblstudy.[MheyMowl(tb
stayl@way[ftomldromen[toldvoid[theftmptations[df
thelflesh), o ast(toLavoid Lgluttony) Cand o Stay
awakel[[in[drder[tbBelsimarter, Better, [thorelcbnscious
andCioreOwhole).[Certainly (theredsCmuchCiolbe
gaineddromCteading, CritingChnd [(the Cpursuit Cbf
knowledge.[] But[d what[ is[] knowledge ] without
experience? [(Knowledge[tan[be[transformedlinto
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wisdomonlyOwhenOcombined CwithOexperience.
Shakespearelskems[tblchallengeHislaudiencelthrough
hisCprotagonists’ earch o ind Ca[balance between
thinking[@nd[féeling.Mhefburlohenlstarttheir[uest(ih
search Lof[knowledge;[they et Lout[HoLdevelopihe
intellect[by[hbandoning[tomanticCpursuitsCandihe
poisons[dfltheflesh.[Dfldourse, [dne[Byldnethey fhll
preylibltheir[desires.[Theirldxperience[dfldomenland
oflIbvedltersltheir [dourse.[While theldnd[dflthe [Blay
turnstoitagedyl@nddss, [Miséndsthemhenldnthelpath
toMisdom.

As[humanity[Ctontinues[fo[CimakeChdvancementsCin
science,[healthChndCtechnology, CthendividualCls
allowedmoreCopportunity[toCreflect. CITheCworld
certainly CbffersChOvealthCbfLknowledge, ChutCsClt
enough?Whatldolthelquick[fix[fhds[@romise? Why[i3
thereds[Cho[khortageCbfLbelf[Help CaterialCinCthe
bookstores?[People[Want[tolbe[happy.[TheyBeek
successfullclationships [@nd[cheaningful lives.[Thelfads
and[ihe3elf[belp (bookspromisebalanceCAnd Ovell
being.[Butlthe[Wisdom"[i8[dften[dfferedds ThelSbven
Rules[df[This[dr Theld2[Steps[tb[That.[Readingldnd
attendingdWorkshop [Bhentall[dndlihtellectual. [} [
halfCofCthekey.CIExercising, experimentingHand
connectinglibldther[deoplelisltheldther[Half.[Berhaps
thelpointldfltheldlay [[d[thatsbciallihteractionhlidates
and[dugmentsldne’sldducation.[Self[dwarenessldnd(d
connectionfofhelvorld [t hrge Hhrough[personal
relationships[dndldontemplative[studytbgetherlthake
thelkey[thatCbpens[the[Hoor[to[visdomChnd[h
meaningfulllife.[The [King[dfiNavarrethakes[d[rhistake
inlavoiding/omentb[find[deep Iheaningih Mis Life. I
islthelattractionltb[@/omanl(ihatskts[Him[dntheldath
toMisdom. E



