Classroom Connections

3 Find[the SLibtext—Realism[ih
Performance

Ibsenlused/erylrealistic[dialoguelim[is[plays.[Mselthe
text[below[to[explorehowAnChctorChpproaches
Ibsen’stext.[Mhelskene[$fromEct, ThA/hich [Beter
Stockmanndtops by [for[an[inexpected Diisit [t [his
brother’sHouse.

PETER: (enteringlflom[the [Vinglrdom)Good
Evening!Katherine!

MRS.ETOCKMANN: (entering)lOh, [iifs ybu.
How [nliceldflybultblcbmelahd(sée [Us.

PETER: A as fustlpassing, sb... {looking
upstage)ButlybulHavelcbmpany.
MRS.ETOCKMANN:[Mo.[NolHo[o...[He [uist
stoppedby.Won'tlybuHave [Allittle Hite?
PETER:[Me?Nolthanklybu.[Nolcbokednheals
atlhight[forinhe.[Digestion[problems.
MRS.ETOCKMANN:[Oh, Butfustforlance...
PETER:[MNo, [Do...That's \ery [kinddflybu. []
stick[td[Bread@hdButter @t this [time [of
night.[f's[Healthierlanhdicheaper.
MRS.ETOCKMANN: [Arelybulsliggestinglthat
ThomaslahdEpendltbolphuchlnhoney?
PETER:[Notlybu, inhy[dear. [iHeverlehtered
my[ohind. [looking atthelstudy)

Isn'tHe[ih?
MRS.SITOCKMANN:[Mo.[He's[gonelfor(al
walkMith(the Boys.
PETER:[@blsbonlafterldinner? NotMiise...
(hearslaldoise)[An, [thatlnhust Ble Mim.
MRS.SITOCKMANN: Mo, Mhink dot izet.

Ask[studentstblgetlihto[pairsland Mork[dnthelstene.
First,(tead [Ethe 3ceneforCmeaning. LWhatLare(the
characters[talkingChbout? (WhatThappensCinCthe
scene?[ThenLgoback[dndiry[Hofind[Hhe [Hdubtext.
Whatldolthelcharacters[revealldboutthemselvesland
their[feelingsléven(iltheyldon'tshy[ifldutright?[Read
theldceneldgain, Meepinglthe [Subtextlih[hind.[As[3
groupldiscussayslihat[akctorsiusefhelslibtextfb[play
subtle, [rkalisticlcharacters[during[performance.

[ forelthepbrformance...

o SiblingRivalry, reating Dharacters

In AnLEnemyl[df[ the[People [Dr.[$tockmannlandhis
brother, [Beter,[Becomeldnemies.[As[d[droup, Brainstorm
events[thatohightlohake Brothersflirn[Againstleachldther.
Ask[Students[ib [thake[3ist[df[the [qualities (df(Both [Dr.
StockmannChnd[Peter[(Stockmann.JForCexample,[Dr.
StockmannImay[be[Tpassionate” Chnd[Peter[ay[be
“rigid.”) MhenEskstudents[tbmhove[dround thelrbom[ih[a
neutralldvalk.[Askthem[tbldxperimentWith Iéading vith
different[parts[dfltheirBody:[Aead,[dhest,[(Rips[dnd[fket.
Afterldachfypeldflthovement, [discussith[studentsHow
itthadelthem[feel, [AndWhat[fypeldfldharacter [hay[Be
inspired by that[type[bfCimovement.[Ask3tudents[to
imaginelthatltheyarelactors[preparingtbplay ihelparts[af
either[Dr.[Stockmannlor[Peter Stockmann.[HowQivould
thelstudents[portrayleachdflthoselcharacters? Whatfype
ofCead” [thightlihspiretheir[thovement?[Ask[students[tb
movelaround(thelrbomlak[dneldflthelcharacters, [thenlthe
other.LWhat[LHid (hey LearnChbout [the CtharactersCby
movingllikethem?

2 \WouldYou[Bavelfhe[@ourage o Btand ipFor
What's[Bight?

Dr.[Stockmann(stands[up[dgainst[His[Erother, [the [thayor,
and[the[entire[CpopulationCbf[(the (townfor Cwhat[he
believeskdight.[Ask[dtudents[HoGburnalldbout[aHime
whenl[their[Beliefs ([dontradicted[thoseldfltheir[familyLdr
peerldroup,[driWhenltheyHad[tbstanddpfbrlthelttuth
whenlholdbneDelieved@hem.[What[happened?[What
emotions[did(they[féellih[that Slituation? [Did they [stick[tb
their[Beliefs, [drdid theygoMiththeldroup?[Ask[students
tolshareltheirlrksponses, [then[BreakWp[ihto[droupsd@nd
developldneldrouplthember’'sburnalléntrylihtod[short
scenelthatstudents[chnlgerform.

aa Coverllps@hdEtandals
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ThelthemesCbdf AnlEnemy[ bfl the[ People[hreVery
relevant[today,Chs[the[truthOs[tontinuallyChidden
behind[CdeceptionCand¢overlups.CAskYourltlass[to
becomelh[WwatchldogCbrganization[for[Cjovernment
coverlups.OAskOstudentstoCsearchthroughCthe
newspaperl[drlthelihternettb find[tkcent[dews[stories
aboutChCovernmenttoverlupLbr[$candal. CMakelCh
bulletin[boardlihheldlassroomDivhereldtudentsCdan
postLiheir (hewsdtoriesCévery[day [Teading lip [Ho [the
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[ After lthe pbrformance

o DoltheRight(Thing

Dr.StockmannCandChisdamily Chad Cio Cinake ChCgreat
sacrifice[fb[stay [frueltb [their [donvictions.[Dr.[Stockmann
and[Retrallbst[theirbbs,[the[family Llvas[dstracized[And
their[house vas[Wandalized [by [fhe[Hfownspeople.[Was
tellingthelfruth Divorth[the[dost? [The Stockmannslthen
decided o Btay [in[ihe[down[dhat [had [tejected[dhem
insteadLaf(fleeingMo[dnotherLdountry.[AskHtudents[io
make [Alkt[df[dros[@nd[dons[dfDr.[Stockmann’s[decision.
Thenlask[students[td hake [Alkt[df lany [Heliefs that Mould
makel[themlgive lpthoney,[security[dndsbciallstanding
tolupholdltheirlcbnvictions.

.’1 OtherPaces@hdTimes

Ibsen’s[playslalrelsétlin heryspecificldcations, [Wsually kinall
coastalNorwegiantbwns, [and[deal Mith[sbcial [dsues[that
werelrélevantinthe [3te[1800s. Despite thisspecificity, [Hlis
playsHave[@luniversallquality [that[appliestbldther(dlaces
andOtimes.OForOexample, CJArthur CMiller Owrotedan
adaptationLof AnlEnemyldflfhe[Peoplelih[hed 950s,
relevant(iblthe McCarthy[Bra.Ih[1989, the Ehmous [Ihdian
director[Shtyajit[Ray[directed[an[ddaptationldf AnlEnemy
oflthe[Peoplelchlled Ganashatru,[sétlihthodern(day Ihdia.
IflstudentsereltdMrite @hEdaptation dfthe(play, Mhere
andlQivhenDivoulddhey et [#? CAskHtudents o Divrite (3
proposallfbr[dn[Adaptation[dflthelplay, [dxplainingtheir
settingldndl/hyltheyl[dhoselit. [Aresentthelgroposals[tb
thelclassfordiscussion.

PhotoBy[darolRbsegg.
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o RespondEhdReflect

AsklstudentsltdréadlehchldfthelguotesBelow. Discuss
howlehch@ppliesltd AnEhemylaflthePeople.[Ask
studentsltblchooseldnelquote@hdhdrite@Briefjdurnal
entrylaboutDow(iflrélates fblthelperformancelthey
attended.

“lt[[Wdifficult fbget @mhankbinderstandsbmethinghdhen
hislshlaryldependslupon His[dotUnderstanding il
—[MptonBlnclair

“Inlcéligionlahd[folitics, [People’s Beliefs@hdcbnvictions
arelihl@mostleverylchselgottenlatsécondband,ahd
withoutlekamination.” & MarkDwain

o TheVajority [B[AIways[Right[ls. TheMinority [
Always[Right

Theldentralldiebate[bfCact[BHakes[placebetweenDr.
Stockmannlandthe[CgroupLodfliownspeople[dt[Taptain
Horster's[Aouse.[Mempers[flare[ds[dachlside[passionately
defendsWhatlthey[Believeltb[Helright.Theltbwnspeople
defy [Dr.Stockmann, [Statingthat Cthelajority [ [EIways
right.”[MheyHelievelthat[fixingthe[Hathsillldome[At[tbo
greatlanlexpenseltdthetbwnlandlthatDr.[Stockmannlid
anldnemyldflthe[people.[Dr.Stockmannldannot[Believe
thel the[d townspeopled are[d willing[ to[ keep the
contaminated[Bathslihstead[df[daying[sbmeldxtralthxes.
Faced with[Cthe Cdmob Cimentality CofCkthe Clgroup, CDr.
Stockmann[states[that[(thethinority [ [Elwaysght. [Ask
students[tblchooseldne[dflthe o statementstbsLipport.
Splitltheldasslihto[BroldroupsdndE@ssigndnelibldrgue
thelstatement[thelmhajority idlalwaysright”[@ndtheldther
the[3tatement[dhatClthelinority [k Calways[dight.” CAsk
students[tb[thake[ists [ih [sLpport[dftheir [statement, [@nd
thenldrganizeldldass[debate.Studentslcanldseldxamples
from[theldlay, [MnowledgefromRistory[dr [Social[dtudies
classes, Cor[Ctheir JownCexperience Cto CsupportCtheir
arguments.[Afterltheldebate, [ask[[Hahy[studentsichanged
theirlohindsflomEheir [itial Ehoughts.
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