Classroom Connections

@} Translation@nd[Adaptation

Ask[tudents[to[Hefine(the words[Tadaptation”Chnd
“translation,” [then[diiscuss lWhat [they [hean [ih [(Herms [of
worksdflliterature. W hatfbrms[dfladaptation[dostudents
mostldften(séelihpopularicliture?Moliére’s DonliianidA
Frenchlplayrittenlih[gdrose.[ShortlyafterMoliére’sldeath,
hisQlvife(thad ChnotherCplaywright[ddaptihe[piecelihto
verse.[The[Qhakespeare[Theatre[Companyi§[producing
StephenWadsworth's[droselddaptation[df(Moliére’s[diay,
which[i$[d[ewl(iranslation fromErenchfb[BEnglish.[Ask
students[tbldiscuss(thelrble [dflthe [ftanslator@nhdadaptor.
WhatisCinvolvedUin(ranslatingCand Cadapting CStories?
Workinglih[smallldroups, [Baveltheldass[sklect[d[fhvorite
myth[CbrOegendCtoChdapt[For[ChCkhort[Cperformance.
Bilinguallstudents[ohay[chooselib ftanslate[iihto@nother
languagel(ak Well.

@} Censorship

CensorshipUis[lalCcontroversialClissue. [ W/ hile Ckhe Lffirst
amendment[duarantees[durlrghtiblfieelspeech, thedia
such[@ks Books, mhusic, [art, theatre, [tklevision @nd flms[chn
bel¢ensoredévenlih[durldountrydoday.[Discuss[ivith
students[their [dpinion[df[densorship.[Do [they [feellthat
any[ohaterialldeedstd[Helcknsored?Whatlarelthelréasons
worksldflart(arelcknsoredldrCionedidown” [fbrlthe[public?
Ask[&tudentsfo[desearch [A[piece[df [Art[That(has[Been
censoredlandMritel@nldpinion[diecel@boutMhyliflshould
or3houldChot[have[been[tensored.[(WhatOvere[the
reasonsl[this[Particular[piecelWas[densored? What[social
rulesCorCéonventionsCHid[it[thallenge? CAfterCStudents
presentltheir[fieces(tbltheldass, [discuss/hatlsbciallcliles
orldbnventions[chay[HavelexistedihMoliere’sfimeltbléad
tolthelcknsorshipldf Donlilian.

@‘ QuestioningBbcialMores

Socialldhores[3re[thedcceptedfraditionalldustoms[dand
moralsCofCla Cparticular CksocialCgroup. CICMoliére, Clike
Shakespeare, CHrewlmuchCbfChisCinspiration (drom[Cthe
world@roundBim.His plays[dredocialldatires[ocking
commoners[And[hobility[3like.(What[Hocial [dhoresLdoes
Moliérelinocklh DonlJuan?DiscusstiheldustomsCand
morality[dfldurldespectiveldommunities.[Areltheysimilar
to[Moliére’s?[Haveltheylchanged?How?

[ forelthepbrformance...
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@}' PlayingAroundanYour@Girlfriend/Boyfriend

Have[iwocouples”[tand Lacross[ihe ldoomDlvith Ciheir
backs[facingLéachldther.[Rlay[d[CD[dflightCromantic”
music.[Narrate [ihe (ollowing o [iheCStudents; Cinstruct
them[tb[@mbody[8achldescription:[Youldre Llvakingdp
from[3[deepEleep. Mouldlowlyfurn[dround, Iboking [fbr
yourrue[dbve.[ThenYourCéyes[Tock ith[(fheperson
standinglacrossihedoom.[This[kYyourfrue [bve.[You
moveltbwardsldachldther[ih[dlow[thotion.”[Mne[student
fromldachldoupleli3[divenld[spbecialldirectionBeforelthe
activity [starts—as[the[douples[dre[@bout tb[bin[tbgether,
theltembersQlvith[thedecretlihstructions[furnfoléach
other[@ndbin[Bands, [purningltheirlihtended.[As[they
runldfflibgether[{$till [ih [dow [thotion) [<ee[Row[the[ited
lovers[react.[Doltheyldhaseltheirftuelldves, furnibldach
other[for[domfort, Lodr[dio[theyHditCdlownland [Quik? [Ask
students[tbMrite [AHrief[daragraphftom&itherthe[doint
ofhiewl[dfltheljilted Idver[drthelbveri/holdumpedI[iheir
intended [fbrlahother(stronger Gttraction.

@f Commediaih[Moliére’sPlays

Commedialdell arte islaltypeldficbmedyldeveloped i IHaly
in(dhed 6th[(And [ 7th Cdenturies[(dnd inadepopularh
FrancelthroughlitheMork[dfldlaywrightsslich[@s[Moliére.
It[[{d[EAMery[theatricalldrtfbrm characterized By [the[useldf
stock[dharacters[ih[fraditionallthasks[And[dostumes.[The
maskswereCbftenCphysicalCrepresentations[bfCeach
character's[personallitaits[And[dasily[fecognizabletb[dn
audience.[For Cexample, Cthe Csurly Cland Cpompous Ul
Capitano’stinask[featuresCalfurrowedbrowandlong,
upturned[dose.[Have[students[dreatethasks[tb[rkpresent
theldtock[dharactersihatdve @re amiliar Qlvith, Duch E@s
“Mean[Girl"CorCUock” CorCINerd.” [What[eatures Ldiefine
these[tharacters? (Would ChnChudienceCtecognize[the
character?
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[ After lthe pbrformance

@ FriendsDon‘tLet[Eriends...

InCiheirstCperformancesCof[ihisCplay, LMoliére Chimself
playedtheroleDofCIDon[Wuan’sCkervant[1Sganarelle.
Sganarelle@ttempts[tblcdonvince[Donuankblrépent@nd
live[d[doodLlife.LAtihe[éndLdf(ihelplay, (DonCuanlik
draggedldownlihto[Hell, kaving[Sganarelle [fb [fend Fbr
himself.[IhRis[Thst[dpeech, Sganarelle[says, "Master! [Oh,
everyonelill[Be [shtisfied By ourldeath—the[Heavenlybu
offended, CktheawsyouViolated, CtheCkreditorsClou
dodged, theOgirlsClyouldeceived, Clthe Cfamilies Clyou
dishonored,[thelgdarentsiyouldemeaned, thelM/omeniou
ruined, the[Husbandshjouldrovetblthe[Brink.[Bveryone’s
happy[EexceptCme, CwvithChothingnCmyChocketChnd
nowherelib[do![Oh[Master! [MyQlvages, [hyLWages! My
wages."[Ask[students[tbldiscuss(this[finallthomentlihthe
play.lWhatldoes[Sganarelle [ckally [think [@f[Donlian? [Ask
students[iblimaginelthatlthey[dre[Sganarelle,[AndLthey
mustDdriteldlétter[Homelexplaininghd/hat[Has[Happened
to[Donuan.Howlmight[Sganarelle rklate[the[dvents[df
thelplayflomHiis[ferspective? WhatMill[Heldo[dext?

ﬁ} Moliéreldn Donluan: Morallludgement(dr
Cheers?

DonluanOsChOegendaryCkharacterCfamous[forLhis
seductionCbfCivomen.[HisChamelsCoftenfoundCas[Ca
synonym[fbr[keducer.”[Somelgeople[seedimds[Eldruel
philandererholdseshdomen(fbrHisldwnldersonalldain,
while[dthers[deehimLas[A[manhivhoGrulybveslévery
woman[Helskduces.What[dofoulthink[Moliérethought
ofMonuan? Mividetheldass[ihto o feams—onelttam
supporting[@onluan3slthetruellghilanderer’[@ndlthe
othersbipporting@im[dsthetrueldver'—and[Havelthem
createlarguments[id sLipportldftheir Belief. Next, [Have the
teams[debateldne[@nother.[dan[dnelttam[dersuadelthe
otherlthat[they[drelrdght? What[i§[theldlass'sMerdictldn
Moliére’slapinionldfDondlian?

@} Don[Iuan(ihthe21st@entury

Discussith [studentsM/hatKind df[dlace[Don[lian[Held
inMissbciety.[Did [HeMavelpower [dr MealththatHelcbuld
haveldsed[fbrldood?[Ask[students[tb [Brainstorm [Alkt[df
peoplelihlrecentHistoryiththelshmeldircumstances[ds
DonUuan.[Howldid[they[isetheirhlvealth [And[power?
What[Kinds[dflednds[didtheymheet? Dol eldxpectthose
like[DonuanEbHeldunished,drldoltheyldet@waydith
theirlelilldeeds?
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@f Women[ih(the Blay

Theldharacter Cof[DonOuan Uk [E& Hamous Clladies’ Cinan,”
seducingldmanyOwomenOandObehavingUunethically
towards[them.[(HowOwere[theOwvomenCinCthelplay
portrayedinCthe[dShakespeare[dTheatre[dCompany’s
productionldf Donldlian?Biow thightldlthodernhdoman
respondltb[Monluan’s[Behavior?[ReferringBacktbthe
articleCMarriage [dnd[Bamilyih (17 th @enturyBrance,” [Esk
students[toakeChlistCbfCteasonsCvhy[(DonOJuan's
behaviorltbwardomenl[did[Botldomply bith[thelsbcial
normsCofCdourtship Cat(dheime. (ThenCaskEtudentsfo
make[dst [dflrkasonshy [Monuan’s[Behavior fbward
womenlohay[drlmhay[dotldomplyMiith [thelsbcialldorms[df
courtshiplih[durfime.[Mave[studentsimaginethatthey
areldlspokespersonfbridromen’slrghtslihldither Moliére’s
timeldrldurs, [@ndEskEhem[tbMrite[@nd(dresentlalspeech
supportingltheirldpinionldfDonILan’sBehavior.

@}- Chivalry—Then(and Now

ChivalryOwvasChCtode[CbfChonor Clipheld CbyCimedieval
knights,[ihcludingSuch[tealized[dqualities[ds[defense [df
theldhurch[And[tsCprinciples, Ibveldf[dountry,[Bravery,
honesty, CtourtesyCand[Cgallantry[foward[vomen.[The
qualitiesCIchanged CthroughoutChistory Cto Cadapt[Clto
changinglsbcietiesBut[stilllchaintainedthelessentiallidieals
offtuth[@ndBonor.[Haveltheldass(createlalchivalric[cbde
for[tbday's[sbcietyikting[dil [dfltheidleals[dr[qualitiesthat
onelouldlaspire[io.(What[beals Lhvould foulihclude?
Why?

@f TheMoralldfitheStory

Asldnildren, [hany[dflds[drewdprkadingdristening[tb
parables[ffom[the[Bible,[Aesop’s[fhbles[dr[Grimm’s[Hairy
Tales.[Anlinportant[@spect[ib[3lI[df[theselstories[i§ [that
they[Have[@lnhoral—alléssonlthatthe @uthorManted us b
learn.[\While theselstories[ffom[durldhildhood[dften[Bad
very[dlearly[stated[orals,[Moliere’s[Adaptation[i¥[tore
complex@ndldncertain.[Askstudentstbdiscuss fhelgsson
they[feltllvas [dommunicateddb[feenagers[ih[2006.[Ask
each[studentibhdriteldn [EpilogueldfiDonILian(speaking
fromBellfbélatefhelthoralldfthelplay.



