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openslih[Boniface’slhn,d
lodgingfor[fravelers[and
alfrontOor[3hieves.OJack
Archer[@ndTom[Aimwell
enter,d penniless
gentlemenCInCkearch Cbf
wealthyMomenl[tbharry.
ArcherisCposesas[la
servant[to Chis[I'master”
Aimwell,J all disquise
designedto[help[them
woolAndWin[dldchLife.
ThelinnerWilllthen[split
halfldf(Bis[sharelith[the
other.[BErom[Bonifacelthey
learn[thatMady[Bountiful,
allbcallBealer,[Bas[dBeautifull[daughter,[Morinda, M/ith[d
largeldowry.[Boniface, sbispicious[dflArcherland[Aimwell's
truelidentity, [dsksHis[daughter[dherryltb[detlihformation
fromCthem.0Gloss, (the[khaplain[For[CtheChilitiaChnd
occasionalldhighway robber, CalsoClquestions ClArcher.
Suspecting[Rimib[Bel3thief, [Gloss[dffers[Archers[A0bb
robbing[lady[Bountiful'sCéstate, blanning o HurnEhe
tablesCbn[GlossCand[Boniface[by[exposing[thelplan,
defeatinglthethievesahdinningthe IdvelafDorinda.

Inady Bountiful's(Aouse, [Mrs.[Sullen[domplains b [Her
sisterid@w [ DorindalbfCherCmarriage[toSullen,Cher
drunken,tlide[Busband.[DorindalrevealsBerdrush[dn3
handsomelstranger,[Aimwell, [glimpsed i church.[@urious
abouthisCdentity, (Mrs. SullenCand[(Dorindaldecide o
invite[BisCkervant”[Archer[dverdbrEle.[Back[Et[thelihn,
CherryllearnsCofLthelplot o [fob[1ady[Bountiful LAnd
refusesto[Ihidedany[dmoredstolenlgoodsUforCthe
highwaymen.[AlonelWith[Archer,[Aimwell[@roclaims[Ris
love GorChvomanbeenChtCthurch—Dorinda. CArcher
revealstheldlantd rbbhdyBountiful'sHouse; [He Millluse
the[Lipcoming[isit Cto[kee[Chow [ the[krime[kan[be
prevented.[Ih[the[theantime, [Aimwell[decides[tb[dretend
tobehisColder[brother, dlord (RobertCAimwell, (So[dhat
Dorindaillthink[HeHas [&ltikle [@hd Efbrtune.

At ady[Bountiful'sChouse, [JArcher[Cland CMrs.[Sullen
immediately[experience[ChCmutual Chttraction[to[Ceach
other.[Archerlthenldeclareslthat[Aimwell[HasBecome

Jane[@urnettE Morinda, Matyelok [@ibbsE Chdy Bountiful Bhd PhullMooney E
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suddenlyOliCandCheeds
thed cared ofd Lady
Bountiful, (thusCgetting
himOnside[(@heChouse.
Aimwelld usesO the
opportunityd tol] woo
Dorinda;dJ meanwhile,
ArcherldeclaresHisIbve
for[Mrs.Sullen.

Backatthelihn, Aimwell
andUArcherOoverhear
the[Crobbers'[planCfor
thatd evening.d They
hurry[dut[ib<ave Mady

| Bountiful'scdhousehold.
LN ThelkcenelkhiftsCtolCh
bedchamberOinLady
Bountiful'sd house
wherel] Dorindald and
Mrs.[Qullendiscuss[iheir[espective [Passions [for [Aimwell
and[Archer.[After [Mrs.SullenrétirestbBed, [Archersheaks
through[theOwvindow.[Mrs.[Sullen, frightened, Chearly
shoots[him.[ThedervantScrublénters,[Announcinglthe
robbery,[@nd[Archerldeclares[that[Heli$[thereliblgrovide
assistance.[ScrublandCArcherCtapture [GlossLivhenlhe
enterstdrbbMrs. SLillenofHer [éwelry.

Inl@hother[dartdflthe House, [hdy Bountifulland[Dorinda
arestrugglingith Bvolthieves.[AimwelllehgagesBoth [of
thelthieves[ih@lduellM/hileldeclaringHisIdvefbr[Dorinda.
ArcherléntersLand[3ssists[hisfriend.[Dorindaland [Wrs.
Sullen, HothMieldingsivords, [mp idto Ehefday.[After the
thieves] haved beend overtaken,J ald servant enters,
announcingSir[Charles[Breeman, Mrs.[Sullen’s[brother.
ArcherCworries [that[SirCCharlesCillCreveal CAimwell's
identity[tb[Morinda, [since[Be ldnew[thel[rkalTord[Robert.
Aimwell,[However, [Has[decided[tb[HBe[Honestlandlcbnfess
their[glotltb[Dorinda.[Dashed,[Archerlthreatens[ibleave,
but[DorindaléntersCvith[(fheChews[that[lord CRobert
Aimwellhas[died And[has[kft[his[Brother[hisfitle[And
fortune.CJArcher OremindsCJAimwellCofCltheirCprevious
agreement[tblsplit[dny[mhoneyldcquiredlihtheldourse[df
marrying[3Ldich[Beiress;LAimwell, Lhow[the[possessor[af
Dorinda’sfbrtuneldshdrell[dsHis[dwn, [dgrees. MheSullens
agreelibldivorce,[haking[Ber[dvailableibltharry[Archer,
and,[dt[Aherry’slrbquest, [Berfhther,[Boniface, [B[fbrgiven
hislctimes.[AlcbuntryldancelcbncludesltheHappylehding.
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toldllifetbgether.Mthe Hvo[Becomelihcompatible[dstimeldoes[dn, [durlsbciety [denerally [Accepts that they

should[Barthwvays[ib[gursue@appinessdlsewhere—despitethe [fotentially[Painful impact[dn[dhildren[@nd
families.[Marriage, @ @ah [idstitution, Mas[dot @ways Ehought aflih Ehis bay, [ahd divorceHas [Anly [récently [Hecome
anldcceptedsbcialldustom.Ih[GeorgeBarquhar's[A8thlcentury [Bngland, [harriage[Rad[@n[ditogether[different
purpose,[dnd[divorceWasliinpossible léxceptihthelthost[Extremelsituations. [ [Alsign [dfld[dhanging [sbciety,
then, that[Earquharohakes[part[dftheHappy [ehdingldf ThelBeaux [StratagembingeldnaldivorceBeinglgranted.

][n [the[21stlcentury, Mrethink [dfltharriage [ds [AlUnion Hetween [Bvo [people iMd/hoddveldachldther@nhd ldommit

The[PurposeldfiMarriage

DuringltheI8th[cknturylahdBefore, Imharriage[sérved mhany [purposes i sbciety—the [@ast [dfMhich bas Edue ldve
andlcompanionship.[Marriages, [ekpecially [ih thelgroperty lawningldasses, Mrerelarranged By Emilies (& fihancial
transactions[dr[dropertylexchanges.Society [dperated By [the[donceptdfldrimogeniture:[theldidest sbnas [the
solelihheritor Laf[his[father'sLdstate. [(Bor[that[deason, [harriage Ddvas Mdital (for [dhild Bearing Lpurposes—a Eamily
needed [ [fihd Wives [fbr [heir [dbns [db [Hhat [dhore [dhale [Heirs [dbuld [Belproduced. Bor Mdromen, Imharriage ias

essentially[dlsecurity. By Idw, Mromenlcbuld[dotihherit[dr dwn[property, [sbthey [depended[dntheir [Husbands[dr
fathers[for sLipport.When[dfamily [oharried [off[dne[dftheir [daughters, theyMouldattach [@ldrge [sim[dflchoney
orlproperty td HelgiventdHer Miusband. Thisslimbdaschlled [dlldowry, [diven b [the Musband [k lékchange [fbr
takingldnlthelchrelahd klipportlafhiisife. [ 7TheBeaux Stratagem,[ArcherahdBimwell @riveid Lchfield b fihd
and [mharry Mrealthy Mromenhdith Targe [dowries. h[@ddition kb [droperty[exchanges, [mharriage M/as [also[dsed [Es (A
way[tbkkepldrder(ithsbciety.[Almhanas[cbnsidered[theHead (af His[Household—thatihcluded Ris Mife, [children,
family@hdanyservants[drfarmersidholived [dnHisektate. IhElsbciety [@mostcbmpletely Mithout&lholice fbrce,
this[drrangement[felped b [KeepIdrder, [dince léach [Thead lafHousehold " Was [dksponsible [fbr Iéhforcing ihe

behavior [dffthoselholiVed [uinder MiisCtoof”.

TyingtheKnot

Whilelsbmelohay shythatdrganizing[adldeddingtbday[dlextremelylcomplicated, il Ehe [1l7th [And [TI8th [cknturies,
marriagelihvolved[thany[horesteps[than[shying Cl[do”(dtthe ditar. [Hirst, the Eamilies [df the [Hvo [shbouses Mrould
meet [ MWorkIdut [ihe [fihancial l&rrangements. Mhen, [Alldbuple louldlékchangespousals, [dr [promises[td [get
married.[Bometimes[theseldpousals MWereldbnsideredBgally Rinding.) (Then [fhey MWould Ifost [Manns, Idr
engagementldotices, three times [ Mheldhurch, Ideclaring [ib [he Idbmmunity [Hhat [fhe [fvo W ould [dbonIdet
married.Einally, thelcbuplebouldgetmharried it @lchurchldr(clvillckremony. [@ncelthelcbuple participated it this
ceremony[And[ih(ckrtain(chses, [Afterthe [sbousals), [theyMerelcbnsideredlégally [Houndibgether fbr e, s Mrell
as[jbined[tbgetherlihlthe[8yes[dflGod.[TheldnlyhMraythis[dnionldould Beldissolved Mas[By[dAnnuliment, [flthere
turned[duttb[Belsbmethinglthat[greventedthelunionBeforeli[dctually [Happened—forléxample, [ifldneldflthe
partiesHadareadylekchangedlalspousallith[sbmeonelelse, [ar [flthe [Husband@hd Mife flirneddut tb [He [rélated
by[Hlood.
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“Divorces”[dould[sbmetimes[Beldrrangedlih dases[df[ddulteryldrléxtremeldruelty, But[i@asn't[d[divorcelds e
think[dfiftbday. [WastdchnicallyElséparation flomBled [ahd [Hoard, Which [heant [hat [fhe [dbuple hould [He
livingliddifferentlplaces@hdlalmhonetary skttlementouldBeagreed Upon. However, émarriage foreither [Party
was[dotlallowed Bylany[mheans, [@ndthecbuple Mas [still Mdewed [Es [égally [@nd [spiritually Bound kbgether [fbr Iife,
and[BreakingthatBondMouldbheansévereldishonor.

Thislalrangementidas [dotshtisfactory for fhelproperty lalwninglupperdasses. [fAalwife cbommitted @dultery [Hefore
shelprovided HerHusband bith [almhale Beir, thenheRusband Mas [éft bithout [alsbn b dherit [His [property, @hd
withoutltheldption[dflrémarriage.IhthelAte[17th[dentury, Mery [rich [doblemen [ih[this [dredicament[dould [get[d
divorceBy[dldrivate[Actldf[Barliament, EfterM/hich [cbmarriageMouldBelégal. This[drocess as Mery [Expensive,
andas[fpicallyldnly [donsentedtblih [chsesMhere[there Mas [Alldrge @mount[dfidroperty [and [fbrtuneldt [stake.
Women, [dflcburse, [did Dot Ravelthisdption.

For[ltheBwer [dlasses, Idharriage [dbuld [diften e Idissolved [dimply By [dlinning TAway—if[Alldp ouse [Had [heen
abandoned [forsévenlykars, [dhe W asIdbnsidered [Aid ow[dhd [flee [ [démarry. [ [Addition, Iith TAMTHAc k Idf
coherentldolicefbrce, [MIWas [&asy [ibr[ATHeasant [ib [Hin I8fflAnd [Hever [He [[fdund.IBad hharriages, {then,
werel[ldhainly [3h [Linsolvable [problem for the Imhiddlelclasses—while they ere ot [rlch [Ehough b labtainah [Act [of
Parliament, [theyMere[also Ebo el khown[ahdréspected i their[cbmmunities fb [He @ble fd simply [skip Ebwn.

Milton[tbtheRescue

In[1643, [@nEnglishriter [And[Buritandamed ObhnMilton[dublished[dldamphletliitled ThelDoctrineland[Discil]
plineldfiDivorce.[Thislpamphletidasrévolutionary @t theltime @nhd Mas[certainly [réad By [George [Earquhar. W/ hile
many [Buritans(dtthetime[ddvocatedtbmarriage fbr[the thnocent [Party [ih [cdases[df[Adultery, Milton hrent [chuch
fartherfthanlthat. Hel[demanded thelright [fbr @bsolutedivorce flom @y [oharriage, [@hd [ekpanded thelgroundsfbr
divorceltblihcludelihcompatibility. W hile[thisohay [skem[réasonableland [dommonlib[deoplelih the A1 stlcentury,
remember[thatthelgurposeldfltharriagelih(17thcentury [Bngland[did [dot[ihcludelbve[dnd[dompanionship—it
waslnhostly [arranged [fbr financial skcurity [and forthe [Qurposeldfiprocreation. Miltonbrrote, CWhere Idve lchnnot
be, [therelchnBedothingléft[dfiwedlockBut the [eimpty[Husk [dfldutside mhatrimony.” [Heas the[fit st td [state [that
thesprituallandldmotionallcdonnection dfidusband[and ife [should He the [ohostlitnportant thingih [Aloharriage,
and[that[haturalHatreddlalgreater [elil id Idharriage [fhan [fhe Ak cident [df [Adultery.” [Milton’s [feelings [din [ihe
subjectlchn[Heftaced Hacktb[@n[UnhappymharriageldfHis[dwn—as[al33 ikardld [stholar, [He /as [harried [tb [ah
uneducatedl7 lykar(dld(dirl, M/hoslibsequentlylchn[Home[tb Her [parents ahd réfused fb réturn. )

Ofldourse, Milton’s[@ppeal fbr [dmotionall[dompatibility [ih [tharriage [skill [Applied [dnly [tb [then. [Hie [Advocated [fbr
changelih[divorceldwHdlthan Mas [Unhappy With Hisife, [stating that [@ldife’s eble M/as [tb [Ect [k [AlHelper [and
companion{or[the[husband.[Helivrote [dpecifically [that [A[dequest [for [divorce [from[theWvife [Alone vas [dot
grounds[fbrltheldissolveldflthe mharriageldnion.[[The f@minist [thovement, [k [this [Hoint, Mas [still [several [denturies
off.)

Influenceih[Earquhar

ThelihfluenceldfMiltonlih ThelBeaux [Stratagem(B[profound.[Barquhar[hadldiearlyldeadlthe[pamphlet,[3nd
snatcheslafldialogueflomthelplay Erelifted[directly fdlomMilton's[Anguage. [Eorl[ekample, i the Doctrine Milton
upturnsthelusuallohetaphor(dfithan(aind Mife @k Cbne [flesh” Eb[state [that [alHad [mharriage [idlike [the [Union [dffEvo
corpses.[AsSlllenklislagainst [helibstitution [dfdharriagelih ThelBeaux [[Stratagerm:TDnefesh! [Rather [iivo
carcassesbined LinnaturallyHogether.” [Rerhaps[Farquharldead Milton’s  Doctrineldo[@vidly (Becausethe hvas
trapped |id [@lfdustrating [dharriage Idif [His [dwn—while [hle [Had (o ped [ib [dharry [Alldich kidow, [fhe oman [He
wedded [tlirned [dutltd [Beldoricher than Himself.

Farquhar[Idertainly [deems (b [éhd [fhe [dlay With [@lpro [divorce Gttitude. Mrs. Slllen, stuck ith Eldrunken, Boor [
ish[Husband,[BasfbunddlrhutualdttractionWith[Archer.[Bytheldnd[dftheglay, [Both Mullendnd[Mrs.[Sullen
agreelthat[they[are[ihcompatiblelandhust[divorce.[Mhelending [chay [Have [Heen Mishfulthinking[dn[Barquhar's
part,[akslichlaldivorcelat the Eime [dfMriting, [despite Milton’s[@amphliet, M as [<till [Mlegal. [However, [Barquhar
acknowledges(thislih[the[finalldoupletdfthe [Blay:Consent, [ilrthutual, [shvesthe lhwyer's [fee.[Aonsent [i3 Thw
enoughltdsetlybulflee.” E
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