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geon, A OinerchanttiromB3yracuse, ks Carrested Land

condemned[tdldeathforMegallylehteringEphesus, @
rivalldity.[Brought[Before Molinus, [the[Muke[df[(Ephesus,
Egeonltelisithelthleldf[Hislhisfortune.ManyLears[Hefore,
Egeon’siife[Bmilialdave irth [tb [Hvin [sbns.[Atthe [shme
time, [@bwer[classthdromanldaveBirthibl@nother[Pairdf
twinlsbns, Mhom[Egeon Bought td[serve Hishvins. Shiling
home,[Egeon’sC3hipLéncounteredChlhugel3tormCand
wrecked.[Bgeon'sfmily fled fhemselvesltd [dppositelehds
ofldlthast—Emilialdrabbedtheir loungest[fvin[@nddne
servantBoy, Mhile EgeonltbokIchre [affthe el destbvinahd
theLdtherC3ervant. [The linast BplitLn Chalf, LAnd CEgeon
watchedBelplessly[ds[RisWife[dnd [Son [drifted [@way.[A
shipCdfromCorinthCrescued CEmiliaChndChCkhipCfrom
EpidauruslrescuedBgeon;[Bgeon's[ship M/astbo [low[tb
catchldp With[the [dther [@ndlthe fhmily Ddvas[deparated.
EgeonUeturnedio Syracuseland hamedihedurviving
boyslafter[their IdstBrothers: Missbn, [Antipholus, @ndthe
servant, [Dromio.(When[Antipholus[urned 18, he [fook
DromiolithHimldnlalquesttbfindHisUdstHrother.[After
fivelears, [(Hgeon[et[dutltb [find[the [on[He[Badlrhised,
and o histravels[Broughthim o [Ephesus.[The [Duke,
moved By Bgeon’slstory, [grants@imUntil the [dndldfthe
dayltblrhiselthethousandmharklrhnsomthatill [shve [His
life.

Antipholus[df[Syracuseldnd@is<ervant[Mromiodrrive[ih
EphesusUthedsameldday disguised as[] natives[] of
Epidamnum.[AntipholuslsendsDromioltblthe [dentaur,[d
locallihn, Miith[their[thoneyldndIliggage.When[Dromio
reappears, [k [khotlhisLownDServant[butChisL3ervant’s
twin—Dromio[bfLEphesusCwvholkerves[AntipholusCbf
Ephesus.[DromioldflBphesuslskolds[AntipholusfbrBeing
late[doming[Home [tb[HisMife[fbr[dinner, [And[Antipholus
ofSyracuse Ghurnbeats[Dromiolfor Ldenying that[he
received[ahylthoney.Dromioclinsafflahd[Antipholus(séts
offlih [searchdfRlisigold.

Atlthe[HomeldflAntipholusldf[Elphesus, [Adrianalidfliming
becauseRerHusbandidlateltdldinner.DromioldfEphesus
reports[that[Histhasterdenied Having [@Mife [@nd[réfused
toldomeome.lhfuriated,[AdrianaldetsLout[fofind[Aer
husband.[DromioldfSyracusedeturnsHo[AntipholusLdf
Syracusellvhen[Adrianaland[heristerMucianaldppear.
Mistaking [Bim[br [RisBrother,[theyldonvince [Antipholus
ofSyracuseltblcbmeHomeiththemtbldinelanhdlidstruct
Dromioldfyracuse b dtand[duard [dtltheldoor.When
AntipholuslandDromio[dfiBphesusldrrive, theyfind their
doorOockedagainstCthem.CIEnraged, CJAntipholusClof
Ephesusldecidesliblgivelalgoldichain(that[He[drdered fbr
Adrianaltdlthe Qourtesan(ihstead.

Meanwhile, [Antipholus(afSracuse HasfllenihIdve Mith
Luciana, thoughldhe [protests[that (Relit [tharried [tb [Her
sister.[The[Ritchen[naid, (Luce, C¢laims[that CDromioCof
Syracused[HerObve.[Antipholusl@ndDMromioldecidelthat
bothlvomenlare Qvitches[CandCplano[leave[Ephesus.
Antipholus[dends[Dromioltb[Book[pgassageldnlthe[dext
ship.[Angeloltheldoldsmithldeliverslthelgoldichaincheant
forCAntipholusLofLEphesus[foLAntipholusLofLSyracuse.
AntipholusldfSyracuse [tiestd [Haythe [goldsmith, Hutthe
goldsmith[idsists[He’lllcbllectpayment [Eter.
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AntipholusLaf[Ephesus, LstillLAngry [t [hisDuvife, [dends [his
Dromioltd BuyElrdpe’slehdtbBeat[Adriana.[Angelo nheets
AntipholusldfElphesuslin thelstreetlahddemands[payment
forlthelgoldlchain.[Antipholuskeéfusestd [paylforalchain He
hasdotréceivedlahd[§alrested. [As[AntipholusidBbeingléd
away,[DromioLbf3yracuseLarrivesCioteportLthat[their
passageloutLdf[Ephesuslik[booked.[Antipholuslihstructs
himltd [go kb [Adrianafor [ail.

As[Antipholus[dfSyracuse bMalksldbouttbwnldearingthe
goldL¢hain, [DromioLof[3yracuse Cappearsvith [ihe[bail
money.[When[the[@ourtesandppearslAndldemandslthe
chainMeldromised, [Antipholus[Believesshetbo @ [EAMitch
and[rhakes[dlspeedylexit.[Mheldourtesan[decidestbldotb
AdrianalahdidformBerthat HerHusband [dinhad.

Dromioldf[BphesuslreturnstbRisthaster vith[therbpe’s
end.[Adriana, Duciana, lthe [@ourtesan@ndDr. Binch &rive,
hopingltbldurelthelmhen[dfltheirichadness.[Antipholusland
Dromiolof(Ephesuslare (bound[Aandfaken@Away[bylthe
doctor.[Antipholus[dnd[Dromioldf[yracuse [dppearith
their[swords[drawnibfenddffitches.[Thedromenltlin
forChelp,dearing[theCinadmenlhaveéscaped.CAdriana
returnstbdfind[Antipholushdith His[sivorddrawn.Shelchlls
for Him[tbHe Bound, ButHe l@hdMromiolskéekshnctuary i
aldearbyldriory.[MhelAbbessldfltheldriory[rkfusesblylield
theml[up.

TheDuke@pproachesiith Hislprisoner, Egeon.[Antipholus
andDromiodflBphesusHave[dscapedftom[Dr.[Binchldnd
are[leenibléxplainltheirMersion[dfthelday’sldvents.[The
Abbesslappears, M/ith[AntipholuslandDromio[df Syracuse.
Forlthelfirst[fime, [the[Bro[setsldf[Hvins[dre[deen[side By
side.[MhelAbbesslrkcognizeslBgeondsHerHusband, ftom
whom[dhe llvas[deparatedlihlthe [Shipwreck [hany Lttears
before.

The[Dukelgrants[(Bgeon[dfLll[PardonlUpon[iearingthe
amazingltale.[AntipholusldfSyracuse [dldow fdee kb [declare
histove o Luciana, Cand [l Cdepart o Lénd[iheChappy
reunionith IEamilyféast. E
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Alohaplafhe Brealdhere 7ThellomedaylatEForstakesAace, [chburtesyldfdhacAsimov's GuidelidShakespeare.

Syracuse

Syracuse, [the[home[df[(Egeonand[Antipholus
and[Dromio[bf[Byracuse,Ls[locatedLbnlthe
modern[day Uisland Clof CISicily. dThe Ocity Clwas
foundedlin[V34[BCELby[ Greek3ettlersLfrom
Corinth.[@icero, [dfhmous[dratorldndstatesman
inChncientCRome, CHescribedCSyracuselhsL the
greatestlahd[nhost[Beautiful [GreekIclty.

Ephesus
Ephesus,bcated[Ldnthevestern[doastLof[Asia
Minor[modernlday[Turkey),[k[Wheredhelplay
takes[dlace.las[also[Homeltb [dneldflthe [Seven
Wonders[aofldhe[AncientlWorld, [(ihe (Temple Lof
Dianalat[Bphesus.[TheltémpleM/asidonstructed[df
marbledandOcontainedd 127 Osixty fdot[Ihigh
columnslahd fburBronze [statuesdf(Amazons.

Thereliddo Mistoricallevidenceldflalféud Between Syracuselahd Ephesus. I fct, [ih Ehedriginal [play By
PlautusLdnWhichShakespeareBased[Ris[Work, [the [Bro Ldval ldities[dre Qyracuse[And [BEpidamnum.
Shakespearelthay[Haveldhosen[tb[Use[Bphesuslihstead[Becauseil/asthore [Familiar [tb [Blizabethan
audiences[ds[almajorldenter[dflQhristianity. When[St.[Baul [drrived[ih [the[cdity [tb [dreach [Qhristianity [ith
thelfrst[dentury[QE, (HelhetDVith[dreat[desistance [fromthe[EphesiansLWhoLWorshipped[Diana.lh
Roman[ohythology, [Dianabas(thelchasteldoddess[dfthe [Huntlahd thethoon.[Shakespeare[mhay [Have
usedHis[audiences’ Emiliarity Mith [thelstory—andlthe Eksociation[df lthe [clty Miith[alrgin[doddess—to
make [Emilia’schiraculous@ppearanceak@ldunflomthe@bbey Al the bhorelamazingland résonant. &
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cholars[speculatelthatHeforelohovingtbondon,

Shakespearelattended [@ndthenthughtlgrammar
schoollihHis[Hometown[dfStratford Wpon[Avon.[One
ofltheldornerstones[dflan(Hlizabethanldducationas
alstronglfbundationih[atin, Ehelldnguage dflancient
Rome.[Shakespeare[probablylearnedChndfaught
fromltextshvrittenlih Matin, lihcluding[Boetry,[dratory
and[plays. Miid[do surprise, then, fhatthelcbntentahd
structureldfldneldf[Shakespeare’s[darliestlplays, The
Comedy/Lof[Errors,[k[BasedHeavilyLdn[the formLaf
ancientlJRomanCcomedy.[1Shakespeare[dborrowed
muchldfHisldlotftomtheEmous[dlaywright[Blautus,
whosel[playsWere[producedBetween[205184 [BCE
andLaredheléarliest hvorksCof[latiniterature[dhat
surviveltdday.

Plautus, [ih [Elrn, [Borrowed[the[dlots[@ndstructure [df
his[Plays[from[3ncient[Greek [domedies,[ddheringib
theldnities[dflfime, [Flace[@nd[dction skt [fbrth By [the
Greek[philosopher[Aristotle.[Shakespeare, [thking[his

Grammar&thool@ IStratfo.rd,lehgiamd, @Heresﬁakespea.re [Arobably[udiedPlautusahd Gther[Rbman Haywrights.
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cuefrom[Plautus,[Iso[Adheres o [Aristotle’s[Uinities.

(ShakespearelWillldo [this[dnly[dneldtherfimelih[His

wholetareer,[dnCbnebfChis[VeryOastCplays, The
Tempest.)[Plautus[Lsedbtock[Ckharacters[]such[Chs

servantslahdnhasters,) [physicallpgranks [ahdMolence [for
comedicleffect.h Theldomedy![dfErrors, Shakespeare
alsolihcludesldassicallstocklcharacters, slapstick[Humor
andDdiolence—forldxample, (the[Mromios[3re[dervants

wholare[beatendhroughout[theplayHor[domedic

value.Structurally, Blautinelcbmediesldften(startidith(al
formallprologue, Hetlapart[fromiheirstLact, Livhich

providesHackgroundlidformation.Shakespearelused(al
similarLopening[dievice.[His[prologuelk[ihuchlinore

integratedWiththelplay[ds[d0Whole. Theldomedy(df
ErrorsLopensOvith Callong$peech[hDivhich[(Egeon,

relating[hisDlvoeful(fale, [provides[theldudiencelvith

theldecessary[Background[tblthelglay.[Theldldlthan's

story[then[frames[thelplay;[Egeon’'s[pardon@nd[the

family[deunitedlgive ThelComedy[df(Errorsld[happy
ending.



ScholarsCagreethat[Shakespeare[borrowed[plot
pointstdiirectly[(from[(Plautus' [play, The[Menaechmi.
Like Theldomedy!(df[Brrors,[ThelMenaechmilihcludes
adet[af(wins, Heparated (&t [Birth[Andeunited[as
adults i [Alfbreign[And Efter thany Hilarious [ihstances
of[mhistakenlidientity.[Shakespeare, [dot b [Heldutdone
bylthelhtinlmhaster, [Adds[alsécond sktldf Bvins b the
mix.[Doubling[thetwins[tedoubles[thelérrorsCbf
master[tb[servant, [strangerltdlditizen, l@hd Husband kb
wife, Ckreating[ChnChction[packed Ccomedy [Cfor Chis
demandingHizabethanlaldience.

While ThelMenaechmilikthehostfrequentlyldited
classicalldourcelfor The[Comedy[df Errors,[Rlautus’
AmphytryonOisOjustasOrelevantOanOinfluence.
Shakespeare'stireatmentlaflidentity[and s [fragility
arelderived[ftom[this [atter Mork. Ihthe Amphytryon,
the[RomanldodsUlpiter@ndMercurythkethelshape
ofldlthan[damed[Amphitruo@nd@is[skrvant Sosia. lh
theldentrallScene, (the[frue[Amphitruo[deturnsfrom
battle@hd [fihds Himselfldcked [dut [dfAis House, M/hile
hisOupiter (ook [allike [(takes Chis Cplace Cin Chis Ovife's
bedroom.[Shakespearelihcludesthisstenelih[Ris[dwn
comedy, CbutCwithChCklightCkwist. JAntipholus Cbf
Ephesus[id[Barred [ftom[His[Homehile [Antipholus[df
Syracuse,LmistakenOforOhisClbrother, enjoysCan
incredibleldinner[prepared By his Brother's Wife.

Theldomedy[df[Arrorstand[its[Romanlprecursors, [fb
varyingLtiegrees, [Healith[(fheLissuesLbfLidentity,

Aristotle’s Unities

Almost] twoll thousand years[] before
Shakespeared beganll] writing,[] Aristotle
outlined[the[idlealldomponents[dfldldiay [[As
hesawthem)dinC hisCdessay  Poetics.
According[tb[Aristotle [d[dood[play[dhould
include [theselthreeUnities:

* [DnityafTime

Thelentirelaction [dflthe [dlay[shouldthkeldo
morelfhan[24[hours,[le.[theplayldhould
take[placelimldnelday.

* [DnityldfPlace
Theléntire [ dction[dflthe[play[dhould [Beih
onelldcation.

* Unity(df(Action

Everylithcident[in the [dlay [should[cbntribute
tolthelthain[plot[and[there[dhould[Bbelho
irrelevantliformation(ar(aktion.
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violenceChndDServitude.ldn  The[.Lomedy [ bf Errors,
Shakespeare[begins[to[examinethemesthatCwill
reappearlihIater(dlays.[Twins[skparated By shipwreck
willldecurGhtheldomedy Twelfth[Night Which[@lso
containslskenes[dflthistakenlidientity.[Thelduestioning
oflidlentity\Will[Belthelfbcusdflskeveralldtherldomedies
suchlds AlMidsummer[Night's[Dreamldnd AsMoullike
itlh ThelGomedy[df(Hrrors,[BothltheSyracusanldnd
Ephesanivins[duestionlrkality [And[Presumelib[Rave
gonelmad[dt[different[doints[ih[the[dlay.[Thsanity [ [d
majorlthemelih[Shakespeare’s[thature\Works[such s
Hamletland Kinglllear. Shakespearelilllceturnliblthe
themelbf(families3eparated [by[tragedy Land[then
reunitedihUhis[(TaterCdomances,Cparticularly  Pericles,
whichalsolcbntainsaljdyousEimily [céunionstene that
takeslplace(ih[Ephesus.

EarlylinChisOvriting, C3hakespearetelied CheavilyCdn
traditional fbrms[dfidramabdhile [ekploring Mis Ebility kb
push[beyond[theirOimitations.CWithin[Cthe[formal
structureldflalRomanicomedy, ShakespearerbvealsHis
ability [fb[push [storytelling[Beyond[iraditional ldorms.
Asdeveralldisparate[dharacters[and[pursuits(Humble
intoldnhaos, [the[glaywrightMeeps(thelstoryldnldourse
towards[ddatisfying[donclusionthroughheightened
languageldndldnldmotionalldepthdotUsually [seen(ith
comedies[df[Ris[time.[Althoughliilchay [Have[Hegunlds
alsthoolmaster's(htinllésson, Theldomedy!(dflBrrorsid
certainly[ihe Divork CofLanCapprentice Livho Dvill Clater
becomelalohaster. E
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n ThelomedyaflErrors, Shakespearelekperimented

withOdifferentdtypesCofCdcomedy, Clmaking Ohis
audience OaughUinCdifferentCvays. [SomeLtypesCof
comedy, [dftenldalled Chigh[domedy,” [dppealfoldur
morelintellectualBenseLbfChumor.LOther lypesLof
comedy[relymhostly[dn[slily[@hysicalldags, [sbmetimes
calledClowlcbmedy.”

High[domedy[has[dlsobeenldalled CpureLdomedy”
and[oftenappealedto[(the Cimore[Cwellleducated
members[dflthe[dudience.[OnefypeldfHighldomedy
isMerbalit, [drDordplay.[dharactersldftendutsmart
eachCother vithvordsCtather (HhanDvith Cphysical
tricksLorfraps.Shakespearellised(punsandLplayed
withthelnhultiplecheanings[dfiordstb Fashion[dkes.
In ThelOomedy!dflErrors,the[Antipholusland[Dromio
brothers[taveldeveralldkirmishesLdfDlerbalDlvit.[The
Dromios Wil [dften[rkplytb[d[duestion[drldommand
from3heirCmasterCwithChCpun, CpickingClipCbnlCh
differentltheaning[dfld0ord[ib[dreate[d[bke. {Mheir
masters[willCrespondCinCkind, CcreatingCallquick
exchangeldfDlvordplay.[Antipholus[and [(DromioLbf
SyracuseldisoHaveldnlextendedskries[dfjokes[dbout
Nell, thekitchenbhaid iholdaimsDromio [ak Her Idve.
Comparing[Berhrgelpersonib[3[dlobe, theythake
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jokes[about/hereldifferentlcountrieshdouldHefbund
onlherbody.[Thelpairlik[dble[Hodnakeldracksboth
about[thelkitchenCaidChnd[theCbther[European
countriesCdwhichOwouldhavebeenUfamiliarCto
Shakespeare’slaudience.

Anotherfypeldflhlighlcbmedy[[lshtire. Shtire [d[alohix [df
comedyahdIctiticism, lalsokhown[ak [biting[Humor”[dr
theCtriticism [dflife.” [Shtire [d[Used [@s [@May [dflmhaking
funldfligeoplel@ndltheirlstyle[dflivingahd[dften[Bas(an
underlyingCpoliticalCmessage.[(PlaywrightsCvhoChre
writinglalshtire Mill[dftenthkelalstereotypelthat@pplies
to[Algroupldflpeople[and[hakelitlévenbigger[3nd
more[kextremethan[before.[For[Ckexample, CItCIsCh
stereotypeldhatLallCtichCpeopleivear[fancy[tlothes.
Therefore, thelcharacters(in [Alshtire hay Mrear(clothing
that ¥ [éxceptionally LdolorfullAnd[drnateihLdrder[fo
showl[dffflthis[stereotype.

Low[domedyLik[far[ioreldependantLdnlaction[and
situation[id[create[domediclohoments.[Thelpiot lihes[df
low[domedies[tendtbBelthorelsiilydritivialthan[the
plotinesCdf{atires. (ThelinostCpopular Horm Lof(Ibw
comedylik[knownlas[farce.[Farcelkery&imilardo
satire, [Butfhrcef&ndstb[Belthoreldrudelih s [Humor.



FarceldftenlihcludesldirtyGbkes[dnd[dharacters[that
getllintolembarrassingUor ChumiliatingCkituations.
However, [huchike[shtire, fhrces[dontain[dharacters
wholare[éxaggerated[And[dverlihelfop.[Also,Ibw
comediesldependldnfLinny[glot[devices[ds[dpposed
tolwitty[rords. [Hor [@xample, [chistaken lidientity Md/as[d
common U plotO devicedinOlow comedy [ which
Shakespeareluseslih TheldomedyldflFrrors.[Otherldw
comedy[plotLdeviceslincludelinopportunelarrivals,
misunderstandingslahdlembarrassingldccurrences.

Anotheriportant[dlement[dflldw[cbmedyidtheluse
ofdlapstickLorCphysicalldomedy. [(The [Hermdlapstick
comes[ftomIcbmmedialdell arte, M/hich[d[@n[did fbrm
ofinprovised[theatrelthat[Beganlihialy.[@haracters
inlcbmmedialplays[usedtd[physically Heatleachldther
with[ChCpaddlellike CStick whichThad Chnother Citick
attacheddoL&t. (When[anLactorMvouldthitCanother
person, [dnelstickMouldMitltheldther, haking [@ldud
slapping[ound.This[thade[it [doundUike[the[dctor
was[being[hitCharder (hanCTheCactually Bvas.[This
comedicldlement([@[used(dlgreatldeallih Theldomedy
ofErrors..TherelLareBeveral3cenes[inCWhich [the
DromiosCare[beatenCby[theirCastersCHuring[the
courseldfltheldlay. [ [the [rkpetition [dfthe [Heatings,
too, [that[addslcbmedyltb[the sttuation.
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InChddition[to[these[tategoriesCbfChigh[ChndCow
comedy,[therelhretertain[tomedic[klements[that
spanltheldifferent@pes[dficomedy.[Horlexamplelthere
islihcongruity, M/hich/henlcharacters(ih[@ldlay find
themselves[dut[dflplaceldrlih[3[different[physicalldr
sociallvorld[(thanCtheCbne(theyChre[Lised[to.[C AN
exampleldflthislih Thel@omedy/[df[Errorslivouldbe
Antipholusd andd Dromiol] ofd Syracusell finding
themselves(ih[theMorld [dflBphesus, bd/hich [ [Hoth [far
andldifferentflomtheloridMheretheylgrewlup.[The
factlthatlthey@relihthis [dewlplacel@ndlih[dlstrange
situation[is[dause[for[mostLaflthe funnythings[that
happenltbfhemlhroughoutlthelfdlay.Ihcongruityalso
involves[thel[dlement[df[Qurprise.[The[factthat[these
characters[dever[deem[ibMnowA/hat Wil (Bappen(tb
them[dext[mhakes[thethings[that[do[Happenliblihem
allliheldoredurprisingLand funfor[an[dudiencelo
watch.

Perhapsldneldflthelrkasons[Shakespeare’s(glayshdere
soldopular[And[remain[dopular Ebday) ias[His[@bility
toLdombineldlementsLafhighlandObw[domedyih[3d
singlelglay.[Bvenlthough Theldomedy!dflBrrorsidould
beleasilyLdlefinedChsCafarce[becauseldf ks lise Lbf
mistakenlidentity[And[dlap stick[Physicality,[there[[3
great[deal CofCverbal Cwit, CincongruityCland Ckatire
contained inlthe story[akell. E
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hel@omedy/[df HBrrorslik[dne

of[d Shakespeare’s[] earliest
producedU plays.[dThelfirst
recordedproductionO]in[11594
tookUOplaceOatOGray'sOIinnOin
London.0 TheO rowdy[l and
overcrowded[ audienced nearly
brokeldutlihto[Aldot[during[the
production.dTheyrushedUthe
stageldnd[thelplay[dould[dot[Be
completed.ld Theld production
history[dflthelglay[Has[Beenhdild
and varied [ since that first
performance.[The[Zaniness Cand
improbability lofCltwollsets[of
identicalwins[Being[histaken fbr
eachO other has ledd many

Siiaging The [(dmedylofEdrors

s L R

directors molﬁ)laymlp_ |]h_e|_]arcical Peter Rlopelle[Teft) BsDromioldfEbhesusEhd Phul Rlopelle @ Dromio S racuse@ 7he
aspectldflthelglay, dismissingldny  comeay @i ors Dtah BhakespeareanEestivalZ003.

deeperphilosophicalldmusings,
even[to[the[pointCbfChuestioningtsChuthorship,
adaptingifiltdfhe[point[dflinhutilation, @ndEdding ldts
ofmhusic tbdelightlaudiencesandl(distractthem[ftom
thelridiculous”[Story.[ButLéven[as[alyounglivriter,
ShakespearelWas[BeginningtolLdeallWvith theldreat
philosophicalClquestionsJheCwould Cwrestle Cwith
throughoutlhisCtareer:IWhat[doest[ineanio[be
human?Wherel[i3[the[lihe[Between[dppearanceldnd
reality? What [nhakes[up[dne’slidentity?

AntipholusLofCSyracuselik[fhel¢haracterivholinost
embodieslthis[dtrugglelih[thelplay.[Heldrrives[ih[3
foreignland[ih[skarchldfHisidlenticalfin[Erother, @
partldfHimselfland Hisfamily [that[Has HeenIdst Fbr(ak
longEs[Helchnlremember.Wponlarrivingih[BEphesus,
AntipholusLStripped Loflihelidentity LofLhis[hative
country—helhustldisguise[Rimself[3sldomeonelfrom
Epidamnum,because[BEphesusldndSyracuseldre[3t
war.f[Be[B[discoveredtbBeQyracusan, [BelVill[Be
sentenced o [Cdleath[asLive[have Heenhappendo
EgeonlattheHeginningldfltheldlay.) Sbonlthereafter,
AntipholusUlosesCleverythingUthatCestablishes Chis
identity:[HisldameldndHis@ppearanceldre[sbmehow
alreadykhownl[tblAlthelstrangersBelencounters.He
suddenly[[{[tbld [that [He [Has A ife fb M/hom [He [ohust
befithful, [eventhough [He[finds HimselfihIbve Mith
her[slster. His[skrvant, [Dromio, [diso finds [Mis lidlentity
curiously[donfused,[@ndBimself(Boundib[3[Witchen
wench.dhiswenchldanldiaimBim@s[Berldwnldven
down[ tod his[J birthmarks,[d those[d undeniable
confirmations[dflitlentity:(the Ichark[dfchy [dhoulder,
thelinole[IhCinyLheck, Cihe[greatCvartLonCiny Lleft
arm”(11Lii. 145[4@6). Antipholus(dand [ Dromio [ of
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Syracuse[begin[theirChdventurelnCinildCEonfusion,
wonderinglifilthey[dredsleepdr@wake.[As[theldrrors
continue, [they [Becomelhore franticlhtheir[bss [af
identity.[Ih[A[Panic, [Mromioldsks[Ris[rhaster, CDoLJou
know [rhe, [€ir? [Am I Dromio? [Amyour han? [Am
myself?” [ (1ILii.7 3) dwhile O the O moremetaphysical
Antipholushivonders, JAmLih[darth, [ih [(Aeaven[dr(ih
hell?d /O Sleeping ord waking? [ Mad [ or well
advised?”ILii.2 1506).(Theprospect Loflosing [(Eheir
identity[i3 [do [fearsome [that[Hwvofnally[doncludethat
Ephesuslik[peopledHolelybydorcerersLandlvitches
and[they[ust[immediately[flee.[Theldonfusiondnly
endsWhenldhe[fwodetsLofLldentical (iwinsineet[4
living, [(Breathingirror[dflthemselves;[ds[Dromio[df
EphesusltélisHistvin, CMethinksou@re [ohy [glass[@nd
notlmhyBrother’[V.i.419).

Shakespeare’sClcharacters, leven[thoughthey Clare
ridiculous, Chave[to[ktruggle CwithOlarger Ossues Cbf
identity.What[mhakes [Up [@lderson’sidentity? What[are
thelimplications[dflsuddenly finding[A[MumanBeing
exactlylike[dneself?[Having[grownup[sbfarlapart, [do
thelets[aof(Awins[haveldifferentCpersonalities, Ldr[do
they[share @ahlunspokenlcbnnection?

DirectorsCof[#he[play[thave[dealtCith[(orCignored)
these3sueslihldifferentbdvays.[After[thelihitial [l Bted
performancel3tlGray'sIhn[h[1594, TheLlomedy[df
Errorshdias[revived[tenfearshter 3t (W hitehall[galace
and[then[Hisappeared Ldfrom[the$tage[forCbverLh
hundredUyears.OInOthe Omid 8th Clcentury, Cmany
adaptationsIbosely[Hased[dn[Shakespeare’'s[play here
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stagedlih[london.[These[ddaptationsLihcludedthe

17160arce Every[Body[Mistaken,[(2hed1734[Drury
Lanelproduction SeeliflYoulLike!Is [ar [Tis [AllalMistake
anddThomas[OHull's[11790adaptationHat (Covent
Garden[WhichDignificantly Céxpanded [the[vooing
scenes[tbohake thelplaychorelrbmantic. h fhct, [mhany
theatrelmhakers[droundthatfimelthought[they[could
do[dMetterjbbWith[the[playlthan[Shakespeare.(W.
Woods[treatedCh[iwoaktChdaptationCofLtheCplay
called Theldwins,[drWhich[3[Which? [gerformed[dt
the[Theatre[Royal[dh CEdinburghCandCpublished [
1780,/hich[shortenedShakespeare’s[fivelacthersion
considerably, (3o[that[thehudience,Chccording[to
Woods,[Had[ess[fimeltbrkflect[dnthelitnprobability
ofthelelents.”

Perhaps[thelmost[@bsurddflthese[ddaptationslivas
producedBy[Brederick[Reynoldsih[1819.[Reynolds
created@lnhusicallextravaganzalfiomlthelplay, [cltting
theltéxt[skverely [Hutldddinglddditionallohaterial ftom
Shakespeare’sLbtherCvorks.[According[toltheltitle
page, [theldcriptlihcluded, CSongs, [Duets, [Gilees,[And
Choruses,Selectedlentirely[flom[the[Pays, [Poemsand
Sonnets[dflShakespeare.”[Reynolds[ddded[dHunting
sceneltb[Act3[@And[Aldrinking[Party fb[Act[4, [Esdell
aslihcludinglsbngslflom LoveslLaborsiLbst [Antony &
Cleopatra, [AsYoulllike[lt [The[Merchant[df[Wenice,
and [Dthello.[Thelplay[dIsolihcludeddomelikxtftom
rivallglaywright[dnd[poet[@hristopher[Marlowe, [@nd
concludeddwithOalOmedleyOofsongsCfrom A
Midsummerl[Nlight s(Dream@nd ThelZempest.[Qritics
atl[thelfimelbved[thelproduction,[dnd[thoughtlthe
additionCofCimusicCdromthroughout[Shakespeare’s
canonMas [ustthe thingtblitprovelthelsilly [play.

In0 855,83amuelPhelpsCproduced TheLLomedyldf
ErrorsCht[Sadler'sCWells.[PhelpsCtestoredCimuch Lbf
Shakespeare’s[textib[theldriginal,[dsHeldid Lvith [<b
many[dfSnakespeare’s[plays[that[had[Been[Beavily
adaptedlihroughoutihed 8th[and[d 9thLdenturies.
Thisbas[ferhaps(thelfirst[donadaptedersion(dflthe
playlproduced[since[Shakespeare’s[lifetime.

Inlthe[@0th[dentury,[directorsBeganlbokingldt The
ComedydflErrorslih@Adewlight. h[11938, the [Russian
director@heodorKomisarjevsky[droduced[thelflaylih
Stratford.His[seth/as[stylized[dnd[Helcdrammed [&very
single[ uildingthentioned[ih[thetéxtdntothelstage,
creatingUaldnonlréalisticClcrowdedurbanUscene.
Another[hotable[&lement[df[his[productionivas[a
giantldockldnltheBackhallld/hichdouldchimelthe
hour.@helhandshivouldivhirlLAroundfoShowlthe
passageldflilme, [RighlightingMow[dritical[fime[& [tb
thelglay—since[Bgeon[HasUntil[3:00tb[find [the[Bail
moneyLbrChe[WillCbe Céxecuted. CEmphasizing[Lthis
seriousLlifelor [deathCélement[of(#he [3toryLgaveldn
urgencylibthel[play[dot[deenlih(thelherelyfhrcical
productions. Theldomedy!(df[Arrorsldontinued[ib[Be
adapted,though—in[1938[id[BecamedBroadway Hit
musical,[ddaptedBy[Rogers[&Hartlds ThelBoyslfom
Syracuse.

In[11962,[Alifford Williams [directed(alproduction(akthe
RSCOwhichOwasEritically Chcclaimed CForCtheChad,
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ThomasEull, [dheldfhelohany[MBth
centuryBHaptersldf 7Theldomedy [aF
Errors.

movingLperformance LofLEgeonLas DvellCas or [ihe
deeperUinterpretationofLlAntipholus Cof CISyracuse,
showinglashesCbflfearChndCbewildermentChsChe
wanders[throughl3dLstrangeldityWithout[Mis[Hentity.
TheQ3econdhalfLof(#he [20thCéenturylhas[brought
manyVariedproductionsLof ThelLLomedyLdf Errors,
which[MasBeenlfedeemedBy[directorsldndlscholars
alikeak Being@lfarcicallplay Mith sbmelsérious themes.
In1987,dheFlying[Karamazov[BrothersLdreatedLa
romp [dflahEdaptation(dfthe[play Mhich MasLiterally(al
circus—includingligglers,freBreathers,[Belly [dancers
andldtherhbudevillelahd[drcus(akts.

Directors[Raveldlso[BegunltblplaylWith[doubling[the
roles[dffthefwins.[hIAnOlLidge’s[1990RSClproduction,
heldast[the[dame[Actor[@s[Both[Antipholus[Brothers
and[3nother[Actords[Both[Dromios.[The[1984[BBC
Television[productionldid[the[dame,[dasting[Michael
Kitchen[ads[ihe[Antipholus[brothers[and[(The[Who's
Roger[Daltrey[dsthe [Dromios.[Theldoubling[dflthese
roles[ctreatessbmelstaginglproblems, [particularly [ fhe
reunion[stene.DirectorsldnlstageHavefbund(dreative
solutions[fbr[this, [ithcluding[Hodyldoubles.[On[fim[the
problemldan[Be<olvedWith [dditing.Ih[ferms[dflthe
identities [dflthe[Antipholus[@andIDromio@rothers, [this
casting[dhoice[dakes[d[dtrongLstatementdbout[the
play.Bomeldritics[have[domplained[that[dasting[ihe
sameldctor[ih[Bothrbles[does[dotshow[dnoughldfld
difference[Betweenlihe[@~voldharacters [personalities.
However, [¢asting[iwoLdiifferentCactorsCas (Hhe [iwins
createslits[dwn[groblems.[Blow[does[d[directorthake
anldudienceHelieve o ldifferent[dctors[dre idlentical,
evendhoughlihey[areGust[diressed Lalike? [(Directors
continueltb[find Maried [dolutions [tb [the [Problems [df
identityLpresentedUin TheComedy [ bfL ErrorsChsLit
continues[tdBelproduced akrosslthelglobe. g
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ik Servants(& Bondsmen—Statuslih TheComedy

oflErrors

Status[playsldnlmportantldolelih Comedy/[df Errors.[As
servants, [the Dromio@rothersHave ldwerstatus thanlihe
twolAntipholus[Brothers,[their[hasters.[Because[Beli3[d
ruler,[theDuke[dflBphesus[Basthe[Righestlstatusihthe
play.[BxplorelstatusBy[Aavingstudentsalk[dround(the
room[CasifliheyWere[Dromio.[LWhen[Ehey[éncounter
another[student, thefwolplayRock,[Baper, Skissors. [The
winner(thenCbecomes[CAntipholus,(theoser[temains
Dromio.[As[mhorelstudents[Hecome[Antipholus, theylmhay
find[dther[studentsidho[dre[dflthelshmelstatus[dnd(diay
“Rock,[Baper, Scissors”DWith them.[TheWinners[Become
Dukes[dnd[theObsers[deturnfbo[Dromios.[Studentslay
only[playvith[othersCoflihe [dameldtatus.[TheDlvinner
alwayslihcreaseslih[status; [the[Ibser[decreases.[At[dach
stage,Léncourageltudents[ioLéxplore(how[fhey[dhow
lowerlanhdMigher[statusMithltheir Hodies &k theyihteract
withltheldtherstudents[infhelrbom. Howldlahlehcounter
with[domeoneldflaquallstatus [different[thanWith[those
whosel[status(3[Higher [drbwer? [Howldoes i feelfb[Be
Dromio?[Antipholus?TheDuke?
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ik MistakenIdentity

Loss[dflitlentity[dnd[chistaken [dlentity [re[dssential[@sues
in TheL@omedy/[df[Arrors.0What[@re[the[domponentsLaf
ourlientities? [Ask[dtudents[fbLdefinellvholthey[dre[By
creatingl@hCllam [Erom” [Hoem. [Ask[students b Enswerldn
alfieceldflfaper:
- WherelMerelybulBorn?
- Whereldidlybulgrow[up?
- WhatLsChCypicallinealyyoultememberromyour
childhood?
- Whatdldneldflyburlparent’sfamous[shyings?
- Whatldid lybuldo [dn SLindayshenlybulderelalkid?
- Wholis[thelpersonlthatWaslthost[MelpfullibLloulds
youlgrewlup?
Otherlguestions[@boutthemories[drlgersonallihformation
can[Belddded.[Askstudents[tb[domposelstatements[that
beginlith[1E@mFrom...”[singhWvhatthey[Rave Dbritten
andLaddingLanythingLélse[dheyWvant.[Theydhould e
encouraged [tbldlayWith [rhythm[dndflow.[Students[can
then[ChetOnC¥mallCroupsChndCperformeachCbther’s
poems.[Asklstudents What[they[lkarned [dbout[ibentity.
Ask[tudents o Ldliscuss Lor GburnalCabout ivhatDivould
happenliflithe CmemoriesCandCinformation[that C¢reate
“wholelare”Mrerelsliddenlyletased?

[ forelthepbrformance...
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Abuse @ MiolencelihEhe[Play

In Theﬂ"omedy@f&'rrorslzﬁhakespeareDIJsesD/iolence,
especially[betweeninasters Land 3ervants, (for Ldomedic
effect.[Similar [tb[thelttadition[dfCblap [stick” [ih[dommedia
dell’arte,kcharactersChre CviolentCwithCeachChtherCko
emphasizeltheirldass[differenceslandtblgetlihe[dudience
todaugh.[Havelktudents[findCexamples[bofviolence
throughoutltheldlay, [dspecially[Between[Antipholus[@nd
Dromio.[How[Hoes[$hakespeare[Lise[the Violence[to
createldomedy?Discuss[Howldldirector mhightldreatelthis
violenceldn[stage.[BreparefbIbokforlitha/hile[ratching
thelplay,[And[discussiWhathlvorks[drldoesn’tDdvork[3fter
seeinglthelperformance.
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e TwmsIIhIShakespeareI][Eopularlulture

Thel__n‘listakenIRIentityIBfl__thinSIItEIEomedicBeviceL_that
has[Beenlused[fbricenturies.[Shakespeare[Uses(theldevice
several[fimesih[his[dwnQlvork. (Whereldan hive[find [this
devicelStilllusedfoday[ih[popular Cdulture? (Brom  Sister,
Sisterltb ThelRarentdraplib[Wary[Kate[dnd[Ashley,[the
confusionsCdfliHenticallBwins[dan[iways[BeUsedforld
laugh.What[[thebhlue Ofceturning b aldassicldevicelith
writing? Mo [students[think[thatthedseldf[Brinslh 7he
Comedy!dflBrrorslid[@nldxampleldfShakespeareldorking
cleverlyOwithinOaOclassicCl construct, JorCdoes[the
improbability [dfthe [situation Mith [vo [sets[dfflvins mhake
it oo ddiculous[fo[be[Believed? (W hat[dre[domeLdther
commonlcbmedic[situations(that[Shakespeareluses(ih[the

play?
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Verbal [@omedy

Thel]\ntipholusIEndIIDromioIIbrothersEontinuallyl__tkyl__tb
outldolehchlatherith EheirierballMordplay.RelréadlAct
2[8cene20ines[1 20 End[Act 3 Mcene2ines[25180.
What b helhature[dfCAntipholus[and [DDromio’sterbal
sparring? OWhat[kinds CofLverbalCtomedyLare[popular
today?[Ask[studentstbidritelalstenelihMhichBvoftiends
try[tbltbpldachldtherdiththeldleverestjoke. /hatKinds
of lthings Mere[flinny[ih[Hlizabethanfimesthat[thay [Heed
toBelrélcbntextualized kbday?
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Adaptmg Ehakespeare

Plays By Shakespearelare[dften(adapted (ihto[ohovies, [Mew
plays[drléven[thusicals fbrlthelstage. Mhelthusical West
SideSton/lidBasedldn RomeolahdiLiliet [fbrlekample,ahd
theCovie OLs[based[bn Othello.[HavingEeenlihe
ShakespearedTheatre[dCompany’'sClproductionlClof  The
ComedybfL Errors,lhowtouldoulimaginelitCbeing
adaptedlihtoldldewl(dlay, mhusicalldrthovie? What[ould
youldhangel3bout[thelsetting[drldharacters[tb [hakelit
morelehjoyableforlalcbntemporarylaudience?
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S . Separation[&[Reconciliation

Separation[k[3[themeldflBothShakespeare’s[domedies
and[fragedies.[Ih[fragedies,[however, [these[deparations
remainCpermanent, QvhileCin[Ctomedies[the[¥eparated
charactersldreChappily” [ceunited. Theldomedy[df[Brrors
endsHappily, Butlthe@stlstenelcbmesierylcloseltdBeing
alttagedy.Discussd/hatdould[BaveHappenedfHgeon
hadlot[[Seenhis[Hondight[Beforehis[éxecution.[Flthe
errorsldfltheldaylereldeverlekplained, Mould[Antipholus
of [BphesusBaveldverforgiven[AdrianalforIbcking[Bim
out?[Would[AntipholusLdnd (DromioLofSyracuse [have
returned [Bomeldnlyfbfind[BEgeon[Rad[disappeared?[lh
whatldtherlWays[dould[this[story[Haveldndeddpdsthe
“TragedyldfErrors?”
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Castmg TheComedylafiErrors

DivideEtudentsITzhtolE@roupslﬂndlﬁssign@ach@rouplﬁ
characterCdn[the[blay. CAsk[Ceach Croup CroOwriteCh
descriptionLof(inheirCéharacter.[Discuss[ihe[quality Land
functions[dfldachlrble:I¢adinglthan, Best [ftiend, [&tc.[Ask
thelstudentsltblhakeltheldecisions[dfld[dasting[director
for[@ldewigBudgetHollywoodltemakeldf Theldomedy
oflBrrors. Castingldnlyliving[dctors,bd/hoMrould[dlay [the
leadlrbles?[Arelthelchstinglchoices[uistified, lbgical, funny
orbacky?Whatlattributesdoeslebchlaktor shareMith the
role?Howouldstudents[Handlelchstingthe[fwins? [Ask
students[tb[drepareld[dharacterldollage[ffomlrthagazines
like EntertainmentWeeklylahdMritelalshortlekplanation.
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Endmg WithoutWords

Antipholus[dfSyracuseBas[Beenl<earchingfbrRis[fvin
brother[fbrjears, letldvhenthey[dre fnally [deunited [3t
thelénd[of[Hhelplay, AimostLhollvords[dreléxchanged
betweenl[them.[Sincelthereldredoords, [it[id[decessary
that[their[feelings[betonveyedThonbhékrballyn[the
performancelbfCtheplay.[BplitChtudentsCIntoLkeveral
groupslthat[dreBiglénoughlibperform3[pieceldflthe
finallCkcene.[dGive[(kach Cktudent[playing[Cbne[bf[the
Antipholus[Brothers[@nldmotiontbldemonstrate, [sLich[ds
overjoyed,Ldisappointed, [distraught, (hysterical[dr[angry.
Have[kach[groupLperformtheirC3cene.CHow Holthe
differentldmotions[dhangelthetheaninglihldach [scene?
Doeslitlrhakeltheldndingthore[domplete, [dr[does it Lstill
seemlUnfinishedBetweenltheBrothers?

F'-ﬂ--:"'.
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Atlihe[éndldf[HnisCdrazy[domedy,[Ihe [AntipholusLand
DromioBrothers[drelrbunitedith [dach[dther[@ndWith
theirlthotherl@dnd[father, [Bmilialdnd[Egeon.ThellAstiime
welskeelthem, [they[dxitthe[stage[ib[feast[dndldelebrate.
Whatldo ybulthink BHappens b this Ehmily [after [the [Play [id
over?[Ask[studentstbrite[d[skene, [skveralldays, dreeks
orlévenhjearsldownlthelrbad, [@boutlthelgroupddjusting
toEmily [ife. W/ hat[[dsues mhight[come[up [HetweenFamily
membersidhol[Baveldrowndp@part? [Doldoulthink(that
they[3hare[dn[linspokenLdonnection, Corill[Ehere[be
tensions[betweenfhem?Wherelvill Bhe[family[Tve, [Th
Ephesus,Qyracuse, [drlih[3[different[dity[dItogether?[Ask
studentsl(tblcreate[dnswers[tbsbmeldflthelquestionsthat
remain[dnanswered[By[theCheatly” [Hlied [Bow[attheldnd
oflthelcbmedy.

AftertheCelebrations



IT helComedgloflE rror

Bookslﬂr[EbsavsIEn TheldomedyldflErrors
Brooks,[Barold. ThemeslahdStructurelin[The ldomedydfErrors.[Prentice[Ball, 1965.

TResourcel List

Charney,[Maurice. Shakespeareanldomedy.New Ybork[terary Eorum, [11980.
Huston,Mennis. Shakespeare’slomedies[aflPlay.[olumbialniversity[Press,[11981.

Kinney,[ArthurlEl AModern[Perspectivelan[Iheldomedy!/afEtrors.\WashingtonShuarePress.
1996.

Muir,[Kenneth, leld. Shakespeare:[Theldomedies. PrenticeHall,[T11965.

Whitworth, [dharles.Ihtroductionltd TheldomedylafErrors. OxfordUniversity Press,[2002.

Books[dnShakespeareahd MeachingShakespeare
- Asimov, [[aac. Asimov'slGuideltdShakespeare.[Doubleday,11978.

- Epstein,[Norrie. ThelEtiendlyShakespeare.[PenguinBooks,[1993.

- Gibson,Ihnetlahd Rex[Gibson. Discovering[Shakespeare’slLbnguage.ldambridge University
Press,[11999.

- Gibson,[Rex. TeachingShakespeare.[dambridge [University Press, [11998.

- Kermode,[Erank. Shakespeare’sl[lbnguage.lAllenLhne,The[PenguinPress,2000.

- Linklater, [Kristin. [EreeingShakespeare s[Moice.[Theatre[dommunicationsGroup, [11992.
- Pritchard,[R[El Shakespeare’s[Ehgland. Sutton[PublishingOmited, [1999.

- Papp,UbsephlahdHizabethKirkland. ShakespearelAlive.[Bantam [Books, [1I988.

- Reynolds, [Pl [Tkaching[Shakespeare.[OxfordUniversity Press, [11992.

Websites
- daphne.palomar.edu/shakespeare—Mr. [William [Shakespearelahdlthe lhternet.

- www.bardweb.net—ThelShakespeareResourcellenter.

- www.sgc.umd.edu—Shakespeare’sGlobeldenterlUSA.

- hrsbstaff.ednet.ns.ca/engramja/Svtour.ntml—Shakespeare.:[AMirtualEleldTFip.
- renaissance.dm.net/compendium/home.htmi—Lifelin[Flizabethan[England.

- www.shakespeare.org.uk—ShakespeareBirthplace [TFust

21


http://www.bardweb.net
http://www.sgc.umd.edu
http://www.shakespeare.org.uk

