


  

FIRST FOLIO:  

TEACHER AND STUDENT RESOURCE GUIDE 

Consistent with the Shakespeare Theatre Companyôs central 
mission to be the leading force in producing and preserving the 
highest quality classic theatre, the Education Department 
challenges learners of all ages to explore the ideas, emotions 
and principles contained in classic texts and to discover the 
connection between classic theatre and our modern 
perceptions. We hope that this First Folio: Teacher and Student 
Resource Guide will prove useful to you while preparing to 
attend The Heir Apparent. 
 
First Folio provides information and activities to help students 
form a personal connection to the play before attending the 
production. First Folio contains material about the playwrights, 
their world and their works. Also included are approaches to 
explore the plays and productions in the classroom before and 
after the performance.  
 
First Folio is designed as a resource both for teachers and 
students. All Folio activities meet the ñVocabulary Acquisition 
and Useò and ñKnowledge of Languageò requirements for the 
grades 8-12 Common Core English Language Arts 
Standards. We encourage you to photocopy these articles and 
activities and use them as supplemental material to the text. 

 

Enjoy the show!  
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For more information on how you can participate in other Shakespeare Theatre Company programs, please 
call the Education Hotline at 202.547.5688 or visit ShakespeareTheatre.org.   

The First Folio Teacher and Student Resource Guide for The 2011-2012 Season was developed by the Shakespeare Theatre Company 
Education Department: 
   Director of Education  Samantha K. Wyer 
   Audience Enrichment Manager Hannah Hessel 
   Community Engagement Manager Marcy Spiro 
   School Programs Manager  Vanessa Hope 
   Training Programs Manager Dat Ngo 
   Education Coordinator  Tamsin Green 
   Resident Teaching Artist  Jim Gagne 
   Master Acting Class Coordinator Jessica Holman 
   Education Intern   Monica Powell 
 
Additional material provided by David Ives. 

Table of Contents  

Synopsis 3 

Whoôs Who 4 

About Jean-François Regnard 5 

A Look Inside The Heir Apparent 6 

Introduction to Commedia dellôArte 8 

Spotlight on the Role of Women 9 

Recommended Reading 10 

Theatre Etiquette 11 

ñShakespeare Theatre Companyôs production is 
part of Shakespeare for a New Generation, a 
national program of the National Endowment for the 
Arts in cooperation with Arts Midwest.ò 

Support for SHAKESPEARIENCE Student Matinees has also 
been provided by 

 

Miles Gilburne and Nina Zolt are founding sponsors of the education programs at the Shakespeare Theatre Company. 



The Heir Apparent  Synopsis  

 

 
 
 
Crispin and Lisette, servants in love, discuss the 
condition of their masters. Lisette works in the 
household of Geronte, a wealthy old miser, while 
Crispin works for Geronteôs nephew, Eraste, who has 
been waiting for the old man to die. Eraste has been 
wooing the lovely Isabelle, but her mother Madame 
Argante refuses to approve their engagement unless 
he is named Geronteôs heir apparent. Eraste joins 
them to hear that Madame Argante is next door, 
arranging a wedding and a will with Geronte.  
 
Geronte, complaining of 
his illness, reveals his 
new plan, hatched with 
Madame Argante: he 
himself will marry Isabelle 
that afternoon. Isabelle 
faints amidst the uproar, 
leaving Eraste, Crispin 
and Lisette in a state of 
disbelief. Geronte has 
more bad news: he plans 
to leave sizable 
inheritances to two newly 
found relatives. As 
Geronte demands to 
finish his will (and write 
Eraste out of it), Crispin 
appears, dressed as 
Geronteôs newfound American nephew. After a series 
of increasingly violent and outrageous threats, Eraste 
plays the role of hero and dispatches this newfound 
American cousin. But Crispin reappears as Geronteôs 
other new relative, Niece Julie, a pork heiress. 
Unexpectedly, Isabelle has also dressed up as Niece 
Julie. The two Niece Julies begin quarreling, having 
forgotten Geronte. Just when they appear to have 
stopped, Eraste appears, also dressed as Niece Julie. 
The scene climaxes with Geronte, stricken and 
returning to his bedchamber. Lisette checks on him 
and returns to report Geronteôs apparent death. The 
two lovers and two servants set off eagerly in search 
of his money.  
 
Crispin, Eraste and Lisette, still searching for 
Geronteôs money, are interrupted by Scruple, 

Geronteôs diminutive lawyer. Crispin, again 
improvising, decides to impersonate Geronte and 
dictate the will himself. Crispin and Scruple have 
almost finished when Geronte, very much alive, 
reappears and tries to get into his bedroom. Eraste 
and Lisette attempt to block Geronteôs way, as 
Scruple continues to take dictation from Crispin in 
disguise. Geronte sits in his chair, and Crispin 
immediately begins to work his hands like a puppet. 
Scruple, who has been buried in his papers, looks up 
and begins arguing with Geronte. 
 
Just when Crispin seems to have the situation back 
under control, Madame Argante barges in, dragging 
Isabelle, and accuses Eraste of having some plan 
afoot. Scruple finally sees the two Gerontes and utters 
a startled shout, causing Madame Argante to turn and 
begin berating the lawyer. Eraste takes this 

opportunity to grab the 
will and announce its final 
details. Madame Argante, 
seeing that Geronte has 
left her money, is touched 
and forces him (i.e. 
Crispin) to sign the will, 
acting as his legal 
witness.  
 
Yet again, it appears that 
Crispin and Eraste have 
secured their fortunes. 
But suddenly, Lisette 
rushes in with the 
surprising news that 
Geronte is alive and well, 
and dressing for his 
wedding day. The events 

of the past day have transformed him completely into 
the picture of good health and spirits. The whole 
company gathers onstage to see Geronte agree (with 
some last complaints) to the terms of his will, allowing 
three couples to get married amidst a huge pile of 
money. 

WARNING:  

It is best to read the following after seeing 

STCôs
 prod

uctio
n. If

 you 
must 

read 
it be

fore,
 

realize that doing so may result in jokes being 

deflated and surprises ruined.  
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 Classroom Activity  

Write a synopsis of a favorite comedic film or 
play. Is it possible to create the synopsis 
without giving away the punch-line?   

Common Core Standards: Argument and 

Persuasive Writing, Questioning, Analysis and 

Evaluation 

Floyd King as Geronte and Kelly Hutchinson as Lisette.  
Photo by Scott Suchman. 
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KEY 
        = family 

 
      = love  

               Interest 
 

        = friend 
 

         = servant 

Madame Argante  
(muh -DAMM ahr -GAHNT) 

 
A middle-aged battleaxe.  
Isabelle is her daughter. 

Geronte (zher -AHNT) 
 

Miserly old uncle to Eraste. 

Scruple  
 

A middle-aged lawyer. 

Eraste (air -ASST) 
 

In his late twenties and in 
love with Isabelle. 

Crispin (cree -SPAN) 
 

A crafty young manservant in love 
with Lisette. 

Isabelle  
 

Daughter of Madame Argante 
and in love with Eraste. 

Lisette (lee -ZETT) 
 

A down-to-earth maid in 
her mid-twenties. 

WHOõS WHO in The Heir Apparent  



Many people have never heard of Jean-François Regnard, 
even though he was one of the most successful playwrights 
of early 18th century France. These days he is currently as 
unknown in his home country as he is in the United States.   
 
Regnard followed in the footsteps of the most renowned 
French playwright, Moli¯re. To this day, Moli¯reôs successful 
works such as The Miser and The Imaginary Invalid are 
performed with regularity across the world. Meanwhile 
Regnardôs work has sat untouched for years.  The 
Shakespeare Theatre Company asked contemporary 
playwright David Ives to bring Regnardôs work back to life. 
The Heir Apparent is not a straight translation of Regnardôs 
work, Le Légatalre Universal, but rather what Ives calls a 
ñtransladaptaion,ò at once a translation and adaptation.  Ives 
saw himself as a collaborator with Regnard, despite Regnard 
being dead for over three hundred years. Through this 
collaboration we are able to rediscover this lost classical 
playwright and learn more about his life and his influence.   

 
Regnardôs influence can be seen in these quotes from a 
range of authors and historians:  
 
He who does not delight in Regnard is not worthy of 
admiring Molière. ï Voltaire, ñOn the Comedy, ò 1737 
 
The comedy of Molière is too often saturated with satire to 
give me the sensation of gay laughter. é I love to find, when 
I am going to relax at the theater, a wild imagination [like 
Regnardôs] that makes me laugh like a child. ï Stendhal , 
Racine et Shakespeare, 1823 
 
You must read Regnard as a player, as a gambler (le 
joueur), making a meal out of the good sense of the joy of 
life and laughter. ï Victor Fournel, 1891 
 
One can draw a straight line from Légataire éstraight from 
there, or should I say down from there, to TV sitcoms. And 
what could be more up-to-date than his charactersô almost 
feral obsession with money?  ï David Ives, 2011 
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About Jean -François Regnard  

 

Timeline  

 
 
 
The following timeline 
will take you a little 
deeper into 
Regnardôs 
background:  
 
 
 

1655 ï Jean-François Regnard is born in 
Paris. 
 
1673 ï Molière dies, after performing in The 
Imaginary Invalid. Regnard is 18. 
 
1675 ï Regnard comes into a fortune after his 
fatherôs death. Regnard travels to Italy and 
Constantinople. 
 
1678 ï Second trip to Italy and the Near East. 
On return he and his friend are captured by 
pirates and sold into slavery in Algiers. 
 
1679 ï Thanks to substantial ransom, 
Regnard is freed. 
 
1683 ï Returns to Paris. 
 
1696 ï Le Joueur (The Gambler), first full-
length verse play, plays at  Moli¯reôs old 
theatre the Comédie Française.  
 
1705 ï Le Légataire Universel (The Heir 
Apparent) is first performed at the Comédie 
Française. 
 
1709 ï Regnard dies unexpectedly at his 
country estate. According to competing 
accounts, he may have committed suicide, 
tried to end his severe indigestion with drugs 
meant for a horse, or dropped dead of a 
stroke after drinking a glass of ice water when 
he was over heated.  
 
1731 ï First complete edition of Regnardôs 

Works published, in French. 

1856 ï Students playing in a graveyard 
unearth Regnardôs skull and use it as a ball.   

Why do you think Regnard is rarely produced? 
 
How do you see Regnardôs life influencing his 
writing in The Heir Apparent? 

 
Do you agree with Ivesô quote, that The Heir 
Apparent is related to TV sitcoms? 

 Next Steps  

Common Core Standards:  Argument and Persuasive 

Writing, Questioning, Analysis and Evaluation 

http://asides.shakespearetheatre.org/rediscovery-at-stc-the-life-of-an-unknown-play/heir_asidesonline_rediscovery/

