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[Backstage] 

ROBERT AUBRY DAVIS, GUEST PRESENTER (RAD): Ladies and Gentlemen, welcome to the 

Shakespeare Theatre Company Annual Mock Trial. Please join me in welcoming STC Trustee and Chair of 

the STC Bard Association, Abbe Lowell. 

[Abbe enters] 

ABBE LOWELL (AL), MODERATOR: Thank you for coming this evening. The Annual Mock Trial is 

presented by the Shakespeare Theatre Company’s Bard Association, our legal affinity group that does so 

many events. One coming in June for example, our sister event, Will on the Hill where politicians, journalists, 

members of Congress and others, act foolishly on stage. I hope you remember the date, June 15. This annual 

event that is now 20+ years old, is known in this town of way too many lawyers, all of us, frustrated actors, as 

our version of “The Voice.” Or, depending on how the Advocates perform tonight, “So You Think You Can 

Dance.” This is an event that can only take place in Washington, DC and we’re very lucky for that and for all 

of you to be here. Tonight, you will hear the Trial of Don Quixote. And as our audience, you will be the jury. 

At the conclusion of the arguments tonight, you will be asked to vote on the questions presented to the 

audience by casting a red or blue token, which you should have received coming in. Red to overturn the 

lower decision that you will hear, blue to sustain it. There are way too many people for me to thank from the 

theatre tonight with the Justices, the Judges and trial participants who are performing, and the hard working 

Mock Trial Committee, so I will save that until the break to do some of that. Before we start, you may be 

wondering how did we pick Man of La Mancha as the play we would do the trial around tonight? And I want 

to tell you as you might have guessed, it was an easy decision – and this year, starting the 2016 Presidential 

Campaign, with some of the candidates announced and not announced, how could we do any other play but 

one about how delusions send people on quixotic journeys and where the main song is “To Dream the 

Impossible Dream?” So please let me start this event by introducing tonight’s participants, please help me 

welcome to the stage, our Marshal, Adam Liptak, reporter for the New York Times.  

[ADAM LIPTAK, MARSHAL ENTERS] 

And representing the Family Court of La Mancha, Carter Phillips of Sidley & Austin.  

[CARTER PHILLIPS ENTERS] 

And representing the Don himself, Tom Goldstein of Goldstein & Russell.  

[TOM GOLDSTEIN ENTERS] 

And now let me welcome our esteemed bench as we all rise, Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg, Justice Stephen 

Breyer, Chief Judge Merrick Garland, Judge Patricia Millet, and Judge Amy Berman Jackson.  

[BENCH ENTERS. AUDIENCE APPLAUDS.] 

JUSTICE RUTH BADER GINSBURG (RBG): Please be seated.  



MARSHAL: Oyez, oyez, oyez, the Supreme Court of La Mancha is now in session. Please be seated.  

RBG: The Supreme Court of La Mancha has convened in this special session to hear the matter of Alonso 

Quixana, also known as Don Quixote, against his niece Antonia. We will hear first from advocate Goldstein, 

who is representing Alonso.   

[TOM GOLDSTEIN MOVES TO PODIUM] 

TOM GOLDSTEIN (TG): Madame Chief Justice and may it please the court, the petitioner, Alonso 

Quixana, is a humble citizen of La Mancha who despairs that our society has become cold, callous, and 

greedy. The respondent, his niece Antonia, is committed to proving him right. [Audience laughs] Antonia 

initiated this guardianship action initially before her wedding to seize control of his assets. Unsatisfied, they 

drove him into a coma and then sought to seize control of his life and death decisions as well. Remarkably, 

those requests were granted by the family court for the 9th circuit [audience laughs] and there are two other 

reasons to reverse as well [audience applauds]. The first is that Alonso does not require a guardian and the 

second is that if he does, it should be his loyal friend Sancho and not the villainous Antonia. Now as to the 

first question, your honors, Alonso is a dreamer, not a madman. He quite sanely recognizes that there is 

something rotten in La Mancha [audience laughs]. And through acts of bravery, he seeks to inspire courage, 

loyalty, demonstrating kindness to men and to women, to innkeepers and prostitutes great and small. Now, to 

be sure, in the role of knight errant he describes the world as it should be, not merely as it is.  Thank 

goodness for that. We should all inspire to chivalry and kindness over weakness and greed. We should aspire 

to castles over inns. And among the citizens that Alonso met, they were willing participants in his vision. We 

know that the innkeeper resumed the role of the Lord of the Manor. We know that Sancho was his loyal 

squire. We know that Aldonza sent her token the priest to participate in the knighting. I say to you, your 

honors, how can we say and conclude that Alonso is a madman without saying the same thing to anyone who 

witnessed these acts? If you are going to impose a guardianship, recognize that in the end, it will be the death 

penalty for the soul. Imagine, if you will, if you are not able to those basic decisions about what is right and 

wrong, who you see and don’t, where you go, what you do with your money and if you can keep it from your 

niece. Imagine if all of this was stripped of you. And if it is the case that you must decide if someone must be 

interposed to make those decisions, recognize that the true friend here that can be trusted and who can 

participate in his vision and recognize at the same moment what is reality and what’s not, that it is Sancho 

who should continue to be his…[RBG interrupts] 

RBG: Preliminary question: as I understand it, you were appointed to represent Alonso because he is in a 

coma and the first thing you do is file a brief titled, “Retort Courteous.” Now a “retort” is a response, not a 

petition, and the words come from the mouth of a fool [audience laughs].  It seems to me that this court 

should seriously consider terminating your appointment for ineffective assistance of counsel [audience 

laughs].  

TG: Your honor, your views on procedure are notorious [audience laughs]. I can only say, your honor, that I 

am here to object to a ruling that seems as nonsensical as my good friend, Mr. Phillips, my true friend, tries to 

make out my client. This cannot possibly be the case, I think that we can conclude that a man, Dr. Carrasco 

who is supposed to be Alonso’s attending physician, before he can make the judgement of madness assumed 

anything like that at all. Dr. Carrasco tends to attend only to his funeral – not to any actual medical 

judgement. We know he concluded that Alonso was mad without ever even meeting Alonso or doing 

anything other than hearing simple rumors.  



JUDGE PATRICIA MILLET (PM): I’m curious though that Dr. Carrasco’s treatment plan, which involves 

staring at lots of images of yourself, would work wonders for Senor Kim Kardashian [audience laughs]. And 

I’m wondering if your client should just publish a coffee table book, too.  

TG: Your honor, when your doctor drives you into a coma, you need a second opinion [audience laughs]. 

This is a case in which the cure is certainly worse than the disease. And, we think that there is much to be said 

for the fact that he does this at the instance of Antonia, who says, “I’m only thinking of him,” but says in the 

same breath she wants to lock him up and throw away the key. And that what she truly is thinking about is 

their marriage. She both wants the money and fears suffering the embarrassment of what she regards as a 

man “not with all of his wits.” But it is a man who is acting through inspiration in all conduct. It is a 

man…[PM interrupts] 

PM: Aren’t you understating his history of unusual behavior? Beyond this knight errant stuff, my recollection 

is that last month he was caught flying a gyrocopter to the grounds of the Capitol [audience laughs], to 

protest the inquisition.  

TG: Your honor, whether it is as a knight errant or a postman, there is no question that he is committed to 

demonstrating to inspire each of us that we can be more than a mere squire.  

JUDGE AMY BERMAN JACKSON (ABJ): You say that, but at the end of the day, your client had been 

beaten and robbed, he had destroyed both public and private property, his eyes were hallow and his body was 

broken, it seems to me that I can’t help but ask the question that the esteemed scholar from the State of 

Alaska once asked, “How’s that dreamy, hopey thing doin’ for ya?” [audience laughs and applauds].  

TG: Your honor, if anyone was injured by Alonso’s conduct, it was probably deserved [audience laughs]. He 

fought for the honor of the sweet wench, Aldonza, he fought the muleteers, and he stood for his values. It is 

the case, that he was injured. Tt is going to be true that he will become older and wiser. Sometimes we injure 

ourselves falling off our horse or our bike [audience laughs]. We may break a sword or a shoulder and it 

surely does not turn each of us into a madman. 

RBG: But look at the consequences; he is a danger to himself and others, including windmills, including a 

maid at an inn, his quests have been characterized as “crack brain,” so doesn’t the public need protection 

against these quests?  

TG: Your honor, the public needs more of these quests. I think the windmill is going to be okay [audience 

laughs]. But what we lack in La Mancha in 1700 with its gyrocopters is a sense that we can succeed. As we 

reach out eventually to discover America, we are going to need a sense that we can really be a great people.  

CHIEF JUDGE MERRICK GARLAND (MG): Isn’t this argument that you’re making that he is not insane, 

but he knows he is not a knight errant, is a direct contrary to what we held in NBC vs. Williams [audience 

laughs]? You’ll recall that is the case where we held if you say to people that you are in battle, but you know 

that you weren’t, we end up appointing a guardian to hold your chair as a news anchor [audience laughs].  

TG: Et tu, Justice Garland.  

[At 14:05] 



ABJ: Now there you go again. You argue if this be madness then there is method in it and all’s well that ends 

well. But does any of that foreign precedent that you cite that authority from that Shakespeare somebody 

doesn’t even write in Spanish? Is that binding here in La Mancha? 

TG: You’re honor, this has to be a point in our favor. My good friend the misguided Mr. Phillips, cites to you 

throughout his brief that treatises on the American law on guardianship and this has two problems. The first 

is that that country doesn’t exist yet [audience laughs] and the second is that surely we do not want this to be 

decided as a matter of foreign law.  

MG: But, isn’t there a particular problem with citing English law? Do you know what year this is? 

TG: This is loosely spoken the 17th century [audience laughs].  

MG: Yes, and do you recall what happened in 1588?  

TG: Things went poorly [audience laughs]. 

MG: Yes [audience laughs]. So, they sunk our wonderful Spanish Armada. Now, if you’re going to be citing 

our main enemy, I just want to remind you that there are some ethical considerations here and we normally 

refer ethical problems to the Court of the Spanish Inquisition [audience laughs]. So maybe all this 

Shakespeare stuff should be let go?  

TG: Your honor, no one, I think, can doubt the wisdom of the Bard. He is going to teach us every lesson that 

we could possibly learn about the human experience.  

SB: But what have you done though? I mean, he attacked a barber. I mean, you may not know barbers 

[audience laughs], I did. I used to know barbers. One was a friend of mine.  

MG: You opened yourself up to that with the bike joke.  

SB: I mean where would we be without Figuero? Where would we be if he attacked successfully the barber?  

TG: Everyone seems to be terribly confused about this event. This man, the barber, wears his shaving kit as 

his hat and I don’t think we can expect that this man would be treated with all the due respect that comes 

with being a barber in our society. The barber, like every other man that Alonzo encounters, nonetheless 

assumes his role, his willing participation in this vision,  the barber himself recognizes and willingly gives up 

this hat, gives up his shaving bowl, in order to be a participant in the very moment when which our society 

can rise above the petty individualism…[Justice Breyer interrupts] 

SB: Well what would you do if you were attacked by some mad man with three lances? 

TG: I would probably think about leaving, like I am doing [audience laughs].  

RBG: Your time is running out, so would you please address the question? Assuming that a guardian is to be 

appointed, you urge that it be Panza and not Antonia? Will you please address yourself to that question? 

TG: My friend Mr. Phillips says that there is a strong preference for family. That one should be, if you are 

going to have a guardian that it should be someone who is related to you by blood. But we say your honor 

that that cannot be the case when what she is asking after is the money. When she finally gets him into the 

bed and he’s not in the coma. Whereas Sancho comes to inspire him, regale him with stories to restore his 



health, the one  thing that Antonia wants to do is to get the pen into his hand so that he can sign the will and 

change…[Judge Millet interrupts] 

[At 17:53] 

PM: But, can Sancho Panza really be trusted to stand by his side? Wasn’t he fired from his last job as Katy 

Perry’s left shark? [audience laughs] 

TG: It is only his loyalty that causes him to leave that incredibly important role in the Superbowl of 1642 

[audience laughs]. What we do know is that he has stood by his side through thick and thin and what we 

know that he has done is that he has recognized what is a windmill and what is a giant and what is an inn and 

what is a castle and he has been there to ensure that this does not…[Justice Breyer interrupts] 

SB: I would just like you to say a word about Judge Millett’s other suggestion for an alternative custodian, 

Kim Kardashian [audience laughs].  

TG:  Your honor, the entire family of Kardashians, is I think the family of woeful countenance [audience 

laughs], they cannot…[Justice Ginsburg interrupts] 

RBG: Let me take you back to Panza. After all, he is illiterate; he like his master has empty rooms in his head. 

And his master, who likes him, nonetheless calls him a “small-hearted peasant.”  

TG: Your honor, in the role of Knight Errant, what Alonzo has to do is take on the full character of 

greatness, but we know through actions that is only Sancho that has been there through thick and thin. We 

know that what Antonia says is that there is a great risk to Alonzo. But, methinks that the lady doth protest 

too much.  

MG: Here we go again [audience laughs]... 

TG: Yes, all the timing of her demand for his assets is entirely inauspicious. It is on the very brink of her 

wedding and she would claim that she is interested in his wellbeing when we know that what her real concern 

was one of embarrassment in our community. So, your honors, not quick understanding the light system and 

suspecting that my time might be up… 

MG: We don’t understand it either.  

TG: Perhaps I will reserve the remainder of my time for the rebuttal. [Audience applauds] 

[Tom Goldstein retires to his bench. Carter Phillips moves to the podium] 

[At 20:23] 

RBG: We will now hear from Mr. Phillips for the respondent.  

CP: Thank you Madame Chief Justice and I have to say, I’ve waited a long time to say that and it feels really 

good [audience applauds]. And may it please the court, in the 30+ years I have appeared before this court, I 

have never once been given a full three minutes in which to express myself [audience laughs]. I am here in 

uncharted territory here, but will do my best to stay the course. First, I don’t think there is actually any 

question that Senor Quixana, Don Quixote, suffers delusions. He is on a quest, he is named Don Quixote 

“destroyer of evil,” he attacks windmills that he thinks are monsters, he visits castles that are mere inns, and 



he woos virtuous women who are hmmm, a little less than virtuous. The only expert testimony in this case is 

Dr. Carrasco’s which indicates that Senor Quixana is incompetent and otherwise satisfies all the other 

requirements for appointment for a guardian. As the amicus brief filed by the 200 leading mental health 

professionals of La Mancha correctly points out, these opinions are entitled to great deference by a court 

particularly given 17th century science [audience laughs]. But who needs experts? Quixana’s best friends offer 

more than enough ample evidence of his insanity. He is described as Justice Ginsburg already pointed out, a 

“crack brain” by Aldonza, which I assume is not a reference to drugs. The Padre says he is either the wisest 

mad man or maddest wise man, but either way, he is mad. And Sancho, his closest companion on the quest, 

as my good friend who I would have described as one of the woeful countenance, but you are certainly no 

Kardashian so I’ll withdraw that observation, says that “since I’ve been with him cuckoo nuts have been in 

season.” Need I say more in terms of his status? But being crazy is certainly not enough. How can anyone feel 

anything but empathy for Alonzo Quixana, Don Quixote? His ideals are beyond question. They are inspiring. 

And anyone who can break into a song at the drop of a hat and turn the audience into one goosebump, 

deserves some serious respect. So, I give in on that. [Audience applauds] But the means don’t justify the ends. 

What has Senor Quixana done to promote his so-called quest? As Justice Ginsburg again pointed out, he 

attacks a defenseless windmill. And again, we have before this court a brief from the Society for the 

Protection of Windmills of La Mancha [audience laughs], which decries the attack and then helpfully focuses 

the Court’s attention on the private and public costs to La Mancha’s only thriving industry which is windmills 

[audience laughs]. The backup industries are theft and mule movement, apparently. Then we get to the act 

that shows beyond question, and this question was already asked, that Quixana’s dementia poses a genuine 

threat to others and that is the attack on the poor barber, who’s only defense my good friend put forward 

because he happens to wear the shaving bowl on his head, as opposed to someplace else. Suddenly it 

becomes the Golden Helmet of Mambrino of Don Quixote.  

RBG: Mr. Phillips, but whatever you may argue, how can we think of appointing Antonia, the niece, has said 

that everything was to be for her fiancé, everything her Uncle’s house his lands and that was not just a matter 

of her intent. She is going to marry and when she marries, she will lose the right to manage her own property, 

to make contracts, to sue and be sued [audience applauds]. How can we possibly consider her…[Mr. Phillips 

interrupts] 

CP: Justice Ginsburg, you seem to be stuck in a 18th century America [audience laughs]. 17th century Spain 

was significantly more liberal in its approach. And at the end of the day, the important point to make with 

respect to Antonia, when Quixana finally declares what he wants in his will, just before he has his last 

collapse, who does he propose who he gives the bulk of his estate to? It is to her. And that reflects the core 

kinship, the family tie, that this Court’s law has for centuries recognized, creates a very strong presumption in 

favor of creating the guardianship in favor of bloodlines. But Justice Ginsburg, even if you didn’t buy that 

argument, the alternative here at a minimum is difficult to…[Judge Millet interrupts] 

PM: Now hang on a minute, doesn’t your client Antonia Nicole Smith have a long [audience laughs] history 

of professing her love and devotion to elderly gentlemen just to get her hands on their money? [Audience 

laughs].  

CP: Well, mistakes of youth [audience laughs]? I can’t explain all of the physical attractions that may arise 

under certain circumstances. But clearly this is not a romantic effort notwithstanding my good friend’s 

reference to “getting him in bed.” I don’t think that was intended as a reference to anything more than what 

we have.  



[At 26:24] 

ABJ: Do you agree that Senor Quixana was not on death’s door? That he was happily running around the 

countryside, fighting battles, having adventures in his lady’s name, and it was only after he was cured that he 

became bed ridden and unresponsive? The record reflects that doesn’t it?  

CP: Well, the record reflects that, but what the…two things I would say about that Justice Jackson… 

ABJ: That sounds good.  

CP: I’m trying to get every vote I can here [audience laughs].   

ABJ: Are you saying, is it your position, Mr. Phillips, that he should be forever relegated to dreaming the 

possible dream? To fighting the beatable foe? How would anyone ever talk the board of the Shakespeare 

Theatre into performing that? [Audience laughs] 

CP: I’ll stipulate on the last comment, actually. I have little doubt that that would not make it to the stage. On 

the other hand…[Judge Jackson interrupts] 

ABJ: Does that mean the army should encourage all La Manchans to be half of what they can be?  

CP: No, but that does mean they should…[Judge Jackson interrupts] 

ABJ: That the marines should fight to keep their honor sort-of clean? [Audience laughs] 

CP: There’s another one coming… 

ABJ: That’s it [audience laughs].  

CP: Let me know when I’m allowed in here, you’re on a roll…[audience laughs] 

ABJ:  I think it’s a problem.  

CP: First of all, I believe that the Marines will not tell their soldiers to be 1.5 more than they can be. The real 

problem here, as I was talking before, is the barber…now, what do we have? [Justice Breyer interrupts] 

SB: No, I don’t think that is the real problem [audience laughs]. It seems to me that I am concerned about 

what you were saying about windmills. I mean, what is it that we do to believe that windmills are not 

monsters [audience laughs]? Have you ever stood in Cape Cod and looked South?  

CP: But there it’s not the windmill the bothers me, it’s the wind [audience laughs]. 

SB: I would just like to point out that just this very evening, absolutely accurate, I learned at dinner from a 

lawyer who worked for the Department of Energy that they have recently done a study that shows that 

windmills killed alone 600,000 bats. 600,000 bats flew into the windmills and popped, they popped! 

CP: I have to tell you, given my own reaction to bats, I would actually tell you that’s a positive [audience 

laughs]. 

SB: Bats! Bats eat mosquitos, mosquitos…well, you see the point. [Audience laughs] 



MG: Do we need to appoint a guardian for everyone who opposes renewal energy [audience laughs]?  What 

was wrong with Sancho Panzo anyway? You started saying there was something wrong with him. Why 

shouldn’t he be the guardian? 

CP: When the barber raised the question of what to do with his hat, nay shaving bowl, he turns to Sancho 

and Sancho says to him, “if he says that’s a helmet, I suggest that you agree.”  

ABJ: Well you scoff at his belief in the helmet, but isn’t it true that when he put it on his head he vanquished 

the muleteers against amazing odds? Didn’t it work? 

CP: No, it didn’t work.  

ABJ: He proved himself in glorious combat. Are you saying that every ballplayer with a playoff beard is crazy?  

CP: Probably most of them are, actually. [audience laughs] And if they shaved off the beard, they’d probably 

play just about the same. But unfortunately, if they had this particular barber shave off their beards, where 

would all those shavings go? Right on their shirt. The poor barber trying to do his trade loses an important 

piece of what he needs to do it and at what? At the point of a sword.  

RBG: Mr. Phillips, there is one question, I think, that you must answer. And that is: if all the world is a stage, 

how can we declare Alonso incompetent for acting on that stage? [audience applauds] 

CP: Well, you probably could have said the same thing about the assassin of Abraham Lincoln, right? 

[audience stirs] You might not want to go there. I don’t think you get a free pass just because you’re standing 

here [motions to stage] at least I hope I don’t get a free pass just because I’m standing here.  

MG: Well surely you’re not saying that dreaming an impossible dream itself, makes you crazy? I mean, let’s 

just take this law school hypothetical: imagine instead of the Padre in the story there is another Padre and he 

says, “I have a dream that one day on the red hills of Georgia, the sons of former slaves and the sons of 

former slave holders will be able to sit down together at the table of brotherhood,” now are you saying that 

we should in that case, follow Antonia’s suggestion to throw him in jail, lock him up, and throw away the key?  

CP: Obviously not.  

MG: Same as the Birmingham jail for example. [audience applauds] 

CP: Obviously not, Justice Garland. And the key to that is that his dream was followed by a consistent theme 

of nonviolence. Unfortunately for Don Quixote, his dream was implemented by whatever measures that he 

found appropriate at the time. In some instances that worked out fine, in some instances that lead to violence 

and destruction of property. Under those circumstances, it seems to me you have to conclude that he is in 

fact delusional and therefore in need of protection…[Judge Garland interrupts] 

MG: And what can’t Panza take care of him? What’s the problem in that? 

CP: To ask that question is almost the answer it.  

ABJ: [Almost singing] He likes him, he really likes him [audience laughs].  

CP: And that is his only argument in favor of his selection, but that’s not exactly how you monitor his 

financial situation, his lands, take care of his medical decisions…[Judge Garland interrupts] 



MG: Well surely he is no more inept than the Secret Service and we just said that they get to stay as the 

guardian of the President [audience laughs]? 

CP: That’s Congress. What can I say [audience laughs]?  

SB: Yeah, but we’re all worried. We’re all worried for what precedent a holding for you would set. I mean, 

what would be do about Walter Mitty? I mean, what would we do about Snoopy as the Red Baron? And 

would we do about that newspaper editor who said, “Yes, Virginia, there is a Santa Claus?” [audience laughs] 

[At 33:30] 

CP: Justice Breyer, I would be the last person on the world to suggest that dreams are not important. I said 

that Don Quixote deserves empathy and that his dreams are important. The problem is…[Justice Breyer 

interrupts] [audience laughs] 

SB: Dreams? YES, Virginia, there IS a Santa Claus! [audience laughs] 

CP: But the question is not, can you have dreams, the question is how you implement those dreams. And if 

you behave in a way that is appropriate then that is fine. If you do not, and you cross a line, and you’re 

delusional, and there is no reason moving forward to believe that you will not continue to be delusional, then 

in that context, you need to have a guardian appointed for you and the law of this jurisdiction…[Judge Millet 

interrupts] 

PM: Well, we’re just trying to figure out though, what the evidence is to determine the difference between 

delusional and optimistic? [audience laughs] And I know one of the things that cited was the face that he 

confused an inn with a castle. Is that really a standard, a precedent that we can set, given that there was a 

recent I guess former member of the Spanish Congress who thought his drab government office was 

Downton Abbey? 

CP: I would, as is usual with this court, turn to the totality of the circumstances test that no single factor 

alone ought to inform the courts judgement about this. But the reality is that there’s an expert who’s 

examined the situation and come to a conclusion. Now, I know some on the court have suggested that Dr. 

Carrasco’s…[Judge Jackson interrupts] 

ABJ: So you’re suggesting you think he’s an expert and he’s as sane as sane can be? Is that right? 

 

CP: I didn’t say  he was as sane as sane can be, I just said he was an expert and it had been determined as 

such by a lower court…[Judge Jackson interrupts] 

ABJ: Well isn’t it true, that the way he effectuated the capture and cure you think was so important and so 

laudable, was by impersonating a knight? So, it’s not necessarily a crazy thing to do is it?  

CP: Well, impersonating a knight by itself is probably not crazy, but there are the elements other elements of 

it. But, let’s take a look and put this in context. I’ll concede that Dr. Carrasco behavior here is a little 

unorthodox, but the standard of medicine in 17th century La Mancha is pretty much leeches so he’s pretty 

much in the flow of standard medical procedure here.  

MG: He basically put one of those mirrored globes like in Saturday Night Fever on his body – that’s the 

science of the time?  



CP: At the time, yes. We’re hoping to get past that obviously and in due course, but we got the women’s 

rights issue figured out, it’s the other issues that we still haven’t sorted through.   

RBG: This is his obvious self-interest in this; he knows he’s gonna end up with everything that Alonso owns 

and he knows that Antonia is doing it only for him, for him being Dr. Carrasco.  

CP: Well, your honor, this seems like the one place you should defer to the trial judge who had the 

opportunity to examine the witnesses and test the credibility. You can say those words, “I’m only thinking of 

him,” and you don’t know which “him” he’s talking about, whether its sarcastic or whether its serious – the 

trier of fact saw that witness and he recognized that this was no Nicole Smith-whatever, [audience laughs] this 

was a legitimate guardian.  

MG: What about the “lock him up and throw away the key” part?  

CP: Well, I mean, I think about the questions I’ve gotten from Justices over the years where I have had much 

the same reaction [audience laughs] and nobody would take it seriously.  

SB: Has your expert examined the trier of fact?  

MG: It’s his uncle, I heard. 

CP: No, it only goes in one direction. Only the trier of fact gets to examine. 

ABJ: We don’t do that in La Mancha.  

SB: It seemed to me from time to time, rather a good idea.  

CP: Ya’ll control the rules, so if you want to change them that’s fine with me. Like my friend, I noticed we’re 

into blue light special time, so I’ll…[Judge Jackson interrupts] 

ABJ: That’s when you’re supposed to start to sing! 

CP: No, that would turn us into a very empty audience very quickly. Let me conclude by saying that I believe 

Don Quixote is a wonderful dreamer, who unfortunately has gone too far and needs protection and the court 

below provided that attention and therefore this court should affirm. Thank you. [Audience applauds] 

[Carter Phillips returns to his bench] 

[At 38:21] 

[Tom Goldstein returns to the podium] 

RBG: Mr. Goldstein, I think you have 5 minutes for a rebuttal.  

TG: Thank you, your honor. I will endeavor to use it well and briefly. I stand between this audience and 

alcohol. Your honors, my friend complains that Alonso dresses up as Don Quixote and I just wonder if he 

has ever had the experience of letting his imagination go, of dressing up…[Judge Garland interrupts] 

MG: Do you know something special about him? [audience laughs] 



TG: In a mock proceeding, in which one could imagine great things and being able to inspire, he says that we 

have to defer to the findings of the trial court, but this is not the Family Court for the DC Circuit, not a wise 

body that has great experience in such questions. 

MG: Two marks to Gryffindor! [audience laughs] 

TG: What Alonso wants to do your honor, is lead by example, he wants to shout from the rooftops that we 

do need chivalry, we do need loyalty, we do need justice. And what Antonia wants to do is just throw him off 

the rooftop. We cannot have a situation in which we put his life in the hands of an individual whose only 

interests, we think, are selfish. It is the case that at her hand he put her into the will. But, the far more telling 

fact is over the years, he decided he had to take her out of it in the first place. And we know then, what an 

experience it must have been to have such a wonderful niece in the family. Everyone has that niece in their 

family [audience laughs] and we have to understand that in this instance its Antonia. But Sancho is the one 

who can be trusted here. It’s the case that he was involved in some of what he calls misadventures, but the 

point was that he was there. Antonia was just off trying to conspire to have her fiancé assume the role of the 

Knight of Mirrors. But it was Sancho who was beside him, telling him that this was a windmill, not a giant. 

Even though it deserved to be destroyed for sure [audience laughs] telling him to be aware and of the fact 

that the muleteers were dangerous men. But when the barber was put at risk he said, yes, you should agree 

with him because what Sancho wanted to do was absolve controversy and avoid…[Judge Jackson interrupts] 

ABJ: Well are you conceding that he needs this assistance?  

TG: No, I am not conceding anything. [audience laughs] 

ABJ: No, and you never will.  

TG: And I never will…except your wisdom. [audience laughs]  

PM: Well, I’m just wondering if maybe the problem here with this Inquisition thing going on if Mr. Quixana 

has been under a lot of pressure and we need to release that pressure and instead of a guardian he just needs 

Tom Brady? [audience laughs] 

TG: I find that deflating [audience laughs]. This is a man who can quarterback our society, fully himself.  

PM: I was speaking of softball.  

TG: It’s football, your honor [audience laughs]. Your honors, we respectfully request that the court 

understand that this is a time and a place and it is inspiration. What we need is the person who will tilt at 

windmills, what we need is the person who will inspire us to greatness and generosity and if we decide that he 

is a little bit off, what he needs is his friend. So thank you, and we ask that you reverse. [audience applauds] 

[Tom Goldstein returns to his bench] 

[At 42:48] 

RBG: Thank you, Counsel.  

Marshal: All rise. The Honorable Bench will now deliberate.  

[Bench and audience rise. Bench retires backstage to deliberate]  



Marshal: Please be seated. As the Honorable Bench deliberates, the La Manchan Jury, our audience, will cast 

their vote by placing a red or blue token in the circulating baskets. The QUESTION IS (read twice): Should 

the decision to appoint Antonia as guardian for Don Quixote because he is mentally incompetent be 

overturned? Please vote RED for YES, if the guardianship decision should be overturned. Please vote BLUE 

for NO, if the guardianship decision should not be overturned. Please place only one token to submit your 

ballot. Now, help me welcome Abbe Lowell for tonight’s discussion. 

[Audience applauds. Abbe Lowell enters.] 

[Abbe introduces Robert Aubry Davis as guest presenter for discussion on Man of La Mancha] 

[At 56:55] 

Marshal: All rise.  

[The Bench enters] 

RBG: Please be seated. With such excellent advocates, it was hard to make a choice. But in the end, we 

thought how lovely life would be if everyone could weave a dream to keep them from despair and next we 

considered if the world were populated by people who see it as it is, and not as how it should be, how could 

civilization progress? And for that reason, we think that Alonso Quixana, Don Quixote, needs no guardian 

[audience applauds].  

[Abbe Lowell enters to read audience verdict] 

AL: So as we always do while we think that the Chief Justice and her colleagues have the most important 

word, they never quite get the last word. The last word comes from all of you who make this night possible 

and make it such a great event. And to see whether the Justices’ and Judges’ opinions match yours, on the 

matter of the guardianship, I’m so glad this doesn’t happen in my cases [audience laughs]. 

[Abbe places blue bag on scales] 

AL: The blue would be on one side and that vote, Mr. Marshal, represented a vote for keeping the 

guardianship as the lower court, is that right? 

Marshal: Mr. Lowell, let me refresh my memory [audience laughs]. The blue votes were responsible for not 

overturning the guardianship decision.  

[Abbe places the red bag on the scales. The red bag is heavier.] 

AL: It appears that the reds have it.  

[Abbe gives the audiences instructions and thanks them] 

Conclusion.  


